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For 75 years the J.W.
Knapp Company was an in-
stitution in downtown Lan-
sing. In 1896, three partners,
Reynolds, Jewett and Knapp,
purchased N.F. Jenison Dry
Goods Store at 123 North
Washington Avenue and
opened a retail store with
6,000 square feet ofspace on
February lst. In 1908 the
business incorporated as J.W.
Knapp Company and moved
to 220 -226 South Washington
Avenue. During 1928 the
store was renovated and ex-
panded at a cost of $15,000 in an attempt
to compete with F. V/.ArbaughCompany.

In 1936 the Hotel Downey, at the
corner of Washington and Washtenaw
(300 S. Washington) was razedto make
way for the new
90,000 square foot
art deco J.W.
Knapp's store. The
Grand Opening
was held in March,
1938. The depart-
ment store operated
in downtown Lan-
sing until 1972
when it closed and
opened a store in
the Lansing Mall.
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This photograph shows the store's location at 220 South Washington
Avenue, and to the left one can see the Hotel Downey before it was torn
down and replaced with the new Knapp's building in 1936. (FPML)

This drawing depicts the new art deco Knapp's build-
ing. The skucture was designed by the Bowd-Munson
Co. and constructed by the Christman Company.

The parent firm of J.W Knapp Co. went
bankrupt in 1980.

Fortunately, for the time being,
the building still survives with most of
its 1938 exterior appearance intact. It is

one oflansing's ar-
chitectural gems.
During the past two
Christmas seasons,
the Historical Soci-
ety of Greater Lan-
sing has worked
with the Eyde
Company and vari-
ous groups and in-
dividuals to utilize
the curved corner
glass display area
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Craig A. l{hitford, Editor
History Explorer is published during
lhe months of September to Mav Fv
the HSGL. Artic[es and news of hii-
torical interesl are always weliome-

.-.throughout 20l0for another season ofhistorical programs and activities which highlight the many
aspects of the history of our area.The History Explorerwill be delivered to your home on a bi-monthly
basis with articles, news and announcemenls ofupcoming events. Ifyou havenl renewed your member-
shipfor the upcoming season, a membershipform is included in this issue. If you're still lookingfor that
last minute giftfor the Holiday Season, please condsider giving a gift membership to afamily member
orfriend - it's a gift that will keep giving throughout the coming year!

Continued on Page 2
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for a seasonal display to be viewed and appreciated by
all.

As the season is upon us, let's take a step back to
the Knapp's department store at Chrisfrnastime l924.T1te
windows are highly decorated with displays to entice
children and adults alike. Thoughts of their wish list and
the gifts they might give to one another come to mind as
they pass by the brightly lit windows. Perhaps it will be
a warm wool coat and perfume for mother, a handsome
tie or gloves for father and yes - there are plenty of dolls,
buggies, games, wagons, cars, trucks, sewing and cook-
ing sets, toy phones, pianos, steam engines and much
more to excite the chil-
dren. A life-size and col-
orful image of jolly old
St. Nickhimself stands at
the center of it all -
Christmas has arrived in
Lansing. Alarge poster in
the window offers an op-
portunity to shake Santa's
hand and give him your
wish list for Christmas
morn.

Reproduced
'within this issue-of the
History Explorer are im-
ages from Knapp's
Toyland Christmas cata-
log of 1924. Among the
pages featured you will
find toys from a much
different time period -
L.et the Little Sirtr* Learn ts *'Ke*p Heu**,1

Enjoy the olfering und
Happlt_llolidays!

Continued on Page 4

Flrr tr Pi* .J Sb.l, !I.E rl
fdlr tlJl tra;lio

t_

1ffiffi

e#
etdlrr Lr.at t*+ itd. "?il' w't'a6*D& h.r*l il. Odf*Ss. ;s ro $rt l, tli ir.

ful To Drrla rE trllril CS&.
Cd'a* n;16 t:xfl c*tle

Santa's First Doll Shawl
i *an ct*r$rf&u ol &,f*-^lmi*mCt s*ht*l

--&&iirr rrilrieq, velrb* .ta'iry $d iaril ddb Yi$
tir s* &e .oi rLid$tc tsffi Jeil e fq *

'P^fl'aitlraA' Ir*l*, drftd in pii& srsP, tit* Iit ra !ett$'
*trm r#t $*!iii"6* Ikd e* slr.*d lhry '{r'"Ht-it{*", 

nrHl

&..!.*!ri nd ti.l $I "f*'$: 3.8
CEil?g&Y D+tlr th.r mlk a*{t td*. ng ***i4 et{ *i'll {d

ae rd?$d !*s. tl.d. bl6{*
*FF.llI8t€ IHh ir** 6Ac ls lt{JS,
iIApAXf, tIA*DRfir{ I}*$E ffi}L.r iriiM SlJi s *9^rj"

?.diriry, 'rafid* 
$d ;lq:i$s daa{* l4r l{t*.

PElllIE AnB? $t":*lria* llallr, i*ily dr!i!rd. l'it"
,UftH Mt eili Hert# Drrtt e€d iilsr*a9' "l{.-ffr" t'{

-t* S;.46,

l,*s s',{ {altri}8 *d h}$is* ;i}a* Y;l} Ph }d€c *fidr drsl
,a& sisrft#ltltl

*Al't*OXL{ .Xle b:he dry! tb( B*{h q{r*
us

DOLI-S...*irl
B*ry c,eq*. t** s ll.7i

DOLI.' i"e liil:t si.lr t 4t$

'LITE 
B*tr [tdL rlt ib* siF lrii]

f What you will not find are video games, com-
puters, cellular phones and other such items
which entertain our youth today. The catalog:: " -*--- -- --J ' - ^-- -"---"t>

; describes their offeringas "practical gifts and
useful grfts." I'm sure you'Il agree.
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During the holiday

season be sure to visit the
display of Santa Claus
figures from the 1940's and
1950's in the iorner dis-

play window of
Knapp's Depart-
ment Store Down-
town on Washing-
ton at Washtenaw.
The collection of
approximately 25

Santas are from the
Michigan State

University Museum
and are a specialty
ofVal R. Berryman,
Curator of History
at the Museum.
Don't miss these

delightful reminders
of Christmas past.

A terrific
crowd joined us

during October at
the Lansing BWL's
South Cedar Water Conditioning Plant to see the
Depression era murals painted by Frank Cassara and
Charles Pollock under the Work Projects Administra-
tion. After hearing about the artists and the restoration
of the murals, the group explored the immense gallery
where the final water conditioning occurs. The art
deco-styled equipment - alongside modern engineer-
ing tools - provided sights rarely available to Lansing-
area residents.

Mark January 2l't on your calendar. Nathalie
Winans willbe discussing Victorian Era Clothing
Styles in Mid-Michigan. Illustrations will include
period photographs from the Local History Photogra-
phy Collection of the Capital Area District Library.

Happy Holidays!

Check out the
Historical Society of Greater Lunsing

on the web at

www. I a n s in g h i s t o ry. o r g

E ifiotixu @,r u {,[otbing, $ltylug
in #ttU -Nicbigan

with Nathalie Wnuns

7:00 P.M.
Thursday,

January 21r 2010

Friend's Auditorium
Capital Area District Library

401 S. Capitol, Lansing

Watch for details in the January
issue of Ift'story Explorer

Forest Parke
Library & Archives

Research local history at the
Di aw ntaw, n Lan s i n g Li b rary!

The Forest Parke Llbrary & Archives,
(formerly the local history room) is
OPEN to the Public the first and third
Saturday of the month from 10 AM to 2
PM.

Volunteers from the Historical Society
of Greater Lansing will be available to
assist patrons.

Local History holdings do not circulate,
only inventoried materials are available
and special rules and regulations will
apply.

1st & 3rd Saturday's
10:00 AM to 2:00 P.M.

Capital Area District Library
401 S. Capitol, Lansing

David Votta, Local History Reference Librarian
517 .334.1 521 ; Email : dvotta@cadl.org
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Knapp's l9}4Toyland Catalog also featured Lansing made pedal cars and wagons!



Shake lfi*nds With
Santa CI*us

He'r Ilerel Jrlly,0ld',Sauta
0laur IIas Arrivail
ut.go*,515YPi ',.: ,

;-,$I-..sufsq;r$r.OililL,,sr$ntr,
to :p,y,..Samta C_lerrs a-
visiL. Afi{'''Ee lti}t:''Ee
gl*d to sce you, tool'8o
come i.q boys and'g1rlg
say "Il*llo1' tri Sahta
Chirs and:tell him rrhat
yotwoutd Iilie to fiqtt'
in your stoslclngs oi1
Clrristrqas mor*ing.

Qeotu? tePl*,r*, Drr*6* ,rr, 
""9, 

s

Historical Society of Greater Lansing
Proudly announces the llth Annual

David R. Gaterino
Collector's Showcase

The History of Greater Lansing

Saturday, May 1,2014
10:00 AM to 4:00 P.M.

Capital Area District Library
401 S. Gapitol, Lansing

lf you collect history of the greater Lansing
and would like to share it with the public we

invite you to join us as an exhibitor.

lf you are a local author or artist of the greater
Lansing area we also invite you to participate.

Help us fill the Gallery with History!
For an application or more information contact:

Doug Johnson, President
51 7.484.880 2; E-m ai I : joh n so n d7 2@co mc ast. net
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ffi Lansing: City On The Grand, 1836-1939
By James Maclean & CraigA. Whitford

State Constitution, which required that the seat
of govemment be moved from Detroit in I 847.
The result - the emergence of a new capital
city on the banks of the majestic Grand River
- allowed Lansing to cultivate a world-class
community based in govemment, education,
the automotive industry and entrepreneurial
achievements. This book features more than
200 historic photographs that document the
dynamic capital city during its pivotal first
century from the pioneer era to the inception
of the Olds Motor Vehicle Company and
through the eve of World War II.

$19.99
Published byArcadia,

An Imprint of Tempus Publishing, Inc.

A Descriptive Bibliography
By Eugene G Wanger

This l0Gr page edition is a sequel to Mr. Wanger's
INGHAM COUNTY IIISTORIES: An Anno-
tated Bibliography for Students, Buffs and
Collectors... " an interesting and us eful guide for
discovering the history and historical resources
of Ingham County, The Capital County of Michi-
gaz... " Published by the Ingham County Histori-
cal Commission.

Published by the
Ingham County Historical Commission
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Membership
Application

Please accept myn New ERenewal mem-
be:shi: i: the Historical Society of Greater
Lansing. I have enclosed:

tr$tS lndividual tr$25 Family
tr $150 Life or $-Gift

I Name:

Address:

Discovering Ingham County City:
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