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Finding Your Roots
Wednesday, November l9th, 1997

7:00 p.m., State Archives

'llte State Archives ol'Michigan has beetr preserving Michigan's t-locunrentary heritagc
since I 9 l 3. Thc State Archives' statutory nrandate is to identify, preserve, and rnake availablc
for research state and local govenunent records of endurirrg value, as rvcll as
noneloverruncntal historical papers, maps, archives relating to thc ltistory ol' Miclrigarr.
Ilouever, lhe State Archives has liccused upon preserviug govenunent records ovcr the years
Today, its holdings iuclude over 80,000,00() docurnents, 330,0(X) photo irnages, and 5()(1,(X)

ntaps all dealing with Michigau.
Wry are records preserved bv the State Archives'/ hr a real scuse thesc carelulll sclecled

records serve as Michigan's ulemory. Ilistorians, atk)nlevs, gcncalogists and othcrs stutlr'
archival records lbr data on people, places artd events to obtain a bcltcr uutlerstarrtlirrg ol'
Michigan's rich heritage.

-I'he 
State Archives is located in the inrpressive Michigan I.ibrarv and Ilistorical Ccntcr at

717 l\r. Allegan in dounto*'n Lausiug. Hours are u,eckdals Moudav tlrrouglr lrriday l():(X)

a.m to 4:00 p.m. '['he Staf is available to assist patroris sith thcir rescarch. l;or thc bcsl
service, call or urite to inlixm thern uten you ale conriug and shat qttcsliotrs 1ou ltolrc lo
alls\'*'er' 

. .lolr, Ctun

'llrc IISGI. Ncrvslettcr is published birnorrthly liorn Septcnrhcr tlrrough Mar'.
Articles aud news o[historical irrtcrcst nray' be senl to lhe

Historical Society of Greuter Lansing, P.O Bor 12095, Lansing Ml .{89lll.
l,inda l)eckharn, l)resitlcnt. I'cl: 5 I 7/372-331t5.

N'alwlelter l')ditor- I'aulo G angopailhyuy



Calendar of Events

November l9th. 1997
Finding y'our Roots, 7:0() p.ni., State
Archives. 717 W . Allegau St.

December 14th. 1997

Candlelight & Carols, a Dountoun
Clhurch Walk. 2:00 p.rn.- 4:00 p.ur.
Starts at Ottawa & Seymour Streets.
December 3lst. 1997
Fest Eve, 1847 Dance.
.Tammn, 14th. 1998
I 50th Anniversarl, ol I-egislature in
Lansing. Capitol Rolunda.
March 1Sth. 1998
Signiticant Womeu in I-ansing's
IIistorl', 7:00 p.rn., Lansing l,ibrary.
April 1998
Shou'case of Early Aviation. To be
amounced.
May 20th. 1998.

Armual Dinner & Salute to Earh,
Lansingites. 6:00 p.m. Michigan
Ilistorical Center. 717 W. Allegan
st.

Reports

Pioneer Ghost II allc, September
l7th, 1997 Nearly 2A0 people

attended the Ghost Walk in Mount
Flope Cerneten and rve have had
rnanv calls asking tbr a repeat ol the
program. 'l'hanlis to all the
volunteers who told us about sorne of
Lansing's pioreers and rnade the fall
evening most enjoyable.

P-ami ly H i st ot 1, P roj e c t : Applicatiors
corttinue to corne in from families
u,to have lil'ed in the Greater
Lansing area lbr at least 100 years.

We are receiving invaluable records
and narratives, and thanks to Rick
Cantuell the llanles are being
indexed ou oomputer. All of the
material will be available in Local

History in a tblv months.

WANTED:
a copy of the

Michigan, Michigan Free Press
Published in 1848

Call or write to the Historical Society of Greater Lansing

The Historical society seeks donations of local historical materials, such as
rccords, pape* or photos. All loans or donations are available to the public
for viewing or research at the Local History Room, lansirrg Library.

Donations are tax deductible.
Conract the Historical Society aJ 517-372_3395.



Announcements

Linda Peckham has been named to a

sub-committee to look at the lirnction
ol the Lansing Irublic Libran' bl' the

neu, Capitol Area I)istrict Libran'
Board.

Volunteers Needed: We need help
witii the rnernbership list,
distribution of publications, ancl the
collectioir of material ou l-ausiug
wolnen. lnterested'/

Available & Free

Sigttficant People Btnied itt ltIt.
Ilope Cemetery.'.4 u'alking tour
brocl.rure u{th biographies ol 33

people.

Hi.ttoic North Lansing; A ualktng
tour of Lartsing's "Old Town".

Publications & Such

The fo11ou'ing ilents are uou'
available at the State Museum Gift
Shop, 717 W. Allegau Strect

*Wc have reproduccd tu'o rare ntaps

suitable for liarning:
1848 llazen niap, I 1x 17 $3 00

llltrt' Bird's l:re Vicu ollarrsirtg
t8r4 $10 00
*Book on Metta and I{.ll OIds.

Loves, [,it,e,t, labor', published b-v

HSGI- meuiber Pat ileyden. covers

the uork aud persoual 1i1-e ol' this

Lansing lamily. knou,n u'orid rT'ide.

100 pp, mauy rare photos, Stuart
Publishing Companr'. $17 95

*Tln'ough the )'eurs; .1 Pic'tcn'iol

lliston, oJ Lansing I 847-I 997.

$36 95
* Sesquicentemial T- Shirts printed

rvitli historic photos $15.00

Ct r" A Qilt lrct Qives "fl\\/eoc...$bembecship in the ..$istoricol qlocietg ol Qrcotec .!)onsing

A red dot on the mailing lahel indicates that lre have not reccived ducs from lou
for this ycar. Timc to renen' your mcnrbcrship!



Coo.ing Events:
Finding Your RooB: Pmple and hoperty

'When: 
Wednesday, November 19,1997,7:00 p.m.'What: Get an inside look at the records housed in the
State fuchives'Where: Statefuchives of Michigan
Michigan Library and Historical Center,
2nd Floor East
7 I 7 West Allegan, Downtown Lansing

This event is sponsored by Foster Swift Collins & Smith PC

&ndlelight & Carob: Doannun Cburcb Walh
When: Sunday, December 14,1997,2:00 p.m.
!7hat: A walking tour of 5 downtown Lansing churches

with holiday decorations and music.
Where: B"gr at St. Pault Episcopal Church

Ottawa at Seymour
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The Historical Society of Greater lansing

DOWNTOWN LANSING
CHURCH WALK

Decernber 14, lggT

ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
218 W. Ottawa at Seymour

In 1Q49, a group of Episcopal laymen organized a
mlsslonary congregation in l^ansing, and the
church was accepted into the Siocese of
Michigan in 1856.-The Rev. John Bramwell of
Monroe was the first rector of the parish. The
first church was built in 1859 at the cbrner of N.
Washington and Ionia, later the site of Daniel
Buck's Opera House, which became the Gladmer
Theater. A wooden Gothic church was built on
the present site facing the Capitol in 1g73, the
same year that construction began on the State
Capitol building. This church rias replaced by a
brick structure in 1914, to which a large parish
house was added in 1952. The church"is noted
fo.r .its exc-eptionally beautiful stained glass
windows and wood carvings, many done bi the
Rev. William S. Hill, who servei the congre-
gation for many years.

CENTRAL UNMED METHODIST CHURCH
215 N. Capi&ol Avenue at Ottawa

The filst religious. group organized in l,ansing
was a Methodist class that met in the cabin oT
Joab Page; near the dam in what is now North
Lansing. The date was l&16, a year before the
town was founded. Soon the congregation met in
'God's Bam," a building Ueloi'gi;'g to James
lgVmggr yhigh he converred into-aihapel. The
First Methodists use_d this chapel until tiiey built
a frame church at Cedar and- Franklin (brand
River Ave.) in 1870. A second Methodisi class
was organized in 1850 in Middle Town. These
Central Methodists built a brick church at N.
Washington and Otrawa in 1862. In 1g90, their
present fine stone church, with beautiful stained
glass windows, was dedicated a block away. The
church may lavg been designed by E. E. Myers,
architect of the State Capito-i. The iemple House
q9P) and the Mary-Sabina Chapel (1942) were
gifts_of lttlr. and Mrs. Richard Siott.'ln 1951, a
carillon of 36 bells was placed in the tower.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
227 N. Capitol at Ionia

!n l8 8 a group of Baptists organized a church in
Lansing, securing a site for f buildins near the
new State Capitol. This effort did nJt succeed,



and in 1850 another group began meeting. They
chartered the First Baptist Church of I-ansing in
1851, and a white frame church was built on the
present site in 1859. In I92, a new church of
dressed fieldstone with beautiful stained glass
windows, designed by Bowd and Mead, was
begun under the direction of the Rev. l-evi
Temple and Dr. Henry R. Pattengill, Building
Chairman and State Superintendent of Education.
The Rev. Julius Fischbach seryed as pastor from
193G1%1. The Children's Center was built with
funds donated by the R. E. Olds family, members
of the church. The sanctuary was extensively
remodeled in 1959.

ST. MARY CATIIEDRAL
219 Seymour at Ionia

The first Catholic mass was held in Lansing in
1858 in the log cabin of Thornas Saier. The
Catholic population was served by missionary
priests from Detroit until 1852 when the Bishop
sent Father Van Driss to establish a permanent
parish in the city. In 186l', a church was built on
N{adison near Chestnut, the tower and spire being
completed in 1880. Father Brancheau, who came
to St. Mary in 1W7, was instrumental in the
building of the present elegant Norman Gothic
structure, which was built as a parish church and
consecrated in 1913. Designed by Bowd, its nave
is 108' long and 63' wide. ln 1937, St. Mary_
became the 

-Cathedral for the new Diocese of
I-ansing, with Joseph H. Albers as the first
bishop.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAI\I CIIURCH
211 N. Chestnut at ottawa

The Presbyterians were organized in the "Town
of Michigan" on December I7, lU7, by the Rev.
Calvin Clark, a missionary sent to help establish
frontier churches. For a time, they shared space in
God's Barn with the Methodists in Lower Town
(Nonh [,ansing). In 1852, they built the first
church building in l,ansing, on N. Washington at
Genesee. The-Rev. George Duffield, author of
"Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus," served as pastor
from 1876 to 1879. In 1889, a new Romanesque
church was dedicated at Allegan and Capitol,
which served for nearly sixty years. In 1*18, they
moved to their present site, rneeting in the
basement until the church was completed in 1953.
The elegant, spare Georgian church includes a

unique wineglass pulpit. In 19{J4, the Molly
Grove Chapel was a grft of Nan Wood Holmes;
in 1935, tG Hatt of Christian Pioneers opened, a

display of ten paintings that depict various
Christian influences in Michigan.
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VIDEOTAPES AYAILABLE

A memorial videotape will he made featuring
interior and exterior views of the church, conversations

and interviews wrth church members and friends, and

the Remembrance aud Appreciationservice. It will later

Ue sfrown on Lansing's local-access television station." The video will be availabie free of charge to
anv'one wanting a copy.

Ifyou are interested in obtaining a copy, please

so indicate on the enclosed response card


