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Pioneer Ghost Walk
Wednesday, Septemb er 17, 1997

6:30 p.m. Mount Hope Cemetery

When Mount llope Cemetery opened in 1874. it was Lansing's fourth public
cemetery. A feu,burials after 1845. had taken place in an earlier burial ground at the
northeast corner of Turner and Franklin (Grand River Avenue). After 1848, burials
u'ere made on land the state had given to the new town on Saginaw near Larch. Only a

few burials rvere made before the site also was abandoned.

In 1851 James and Horatio Seymore sold 20 acres to the town for a cemetery on
Saginaw closer to Pennsylvania, the site of the present Oak Park. This cemetery u'as

used until 1874.

In 1873. the city purchased the 8O-acre Miller Farm at Mount Hope and Aurelius
Roads for a larger cemetery, and from 1874-1881 nearly I100 bodies were moved from
Oak Park Cemetery to Mount Hope Cemetery.

Mt. Hope is a beautiful rolling cemetery above Sycamore creek. As you walk. watch
for tlpical monuments with rvillow trees, symbols of death; unusual monuments, such

as stumps of the Longstreet family or the dog on his master's grave: and the special
monument to the Unknou'n Firemen (Cl l0), a red call box.

Mt Hope Cemetery ovves its developed beauty to H. Lee Bancroft, Supen'isor of Parks

and Recreation from 1914-1957, who established the plans for the landscaping and

maintenance of all of the parks and cemeteries in Lansing. Join us on September I 7th !
By LINDA PECKIII{M

The HSGL Nervsletter is published bimonthly from September tluough May.
Articles and uews of historical interest may be sent to the

Historical Society of Greater Lansing, P.O Box 12095, Lansing MI 48901.

Linda Peckham, President. 1' el 5 1'7 I 37 2 -3385 .

Newsleuer Edilor- Paulo Gangopadhyay



HSGL CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September 17th, 1997
PIONEER GHOST WALK
A Walking Tour in Mount Hope Cemetery
6:30 p.rn. Aurelius and Mt. Hope Roads.
November 19, 1997
FINDING YOUR ROOTS. Researching Old Records.
State of Michigan Archives
7:00 p.m. 717 W. Allegan Street.
December 11, 1997
CANDLE LIGHT AND CAROLS:
A Downtorvn Church Walk.

2- 4:00 p.rn. Starts at Ottalva & Seymore Sts.

Janusrv 14, 1998
ls0th ANNryERSARY OF LEGISLATURI IN LANSING
To be announced.

March 18, 1998
SIGNIFICANT WOMEN IN LANSING'S HISTORY
7:00 p.m. Lansing Library.
April 1998
SHOWCASE OF EARLY AVIATION. To be announced.
Mav 20,1998
ANNUAL DINNER & SALUTE TO EARLY LANSINGITES
Michigan Historical Center
6:00 p.m. 717 W. Allegan Street.

EVEI\TS TO NOTE
SeDtember 12-13 Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church Festival.

12-14 History Mystery Tour. Old Toul Main Street. N. Lansing
14 Mexican Fiesta - 12-7 p.m. Hispanic Cultural Ceuter.

october 4'5 American Heritage Festival. woldumar Nature center.
4-5 Hmong Nerv Year's Celebration. Francis park.
10-12 Old Toun Art & Octoberfest'97. N. Lansing.
18-19 Apple Butter Festival. Fenner Nature Center.l l:l p.m
l9 Westside Home Tour. Westside Neighborhood/Advent House

1-5 p.m.
30 Great Hallolreen Caper. Washington Square, Dorvntorvn Lansing.

The Historical Society seeks donations of local historical materials such as recordse papers or photos. 61l
loans or donations are available to the public for viewing or research at the local History Room, Lansing

Library' Donations are tax deductible. Contact the Ilistorical Society at 517-372-3385.



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Volunteers Needed!
l'hanl<s to everyoue u'ho has helped rvith HSGL and Sesquicentennial projects, especiallv the

Anmral Dimer, Lar.rsing's Rirlhdat, I'arty and the 1850s Base Rall Game. We nced help rtow
u'ith the distribution of publications and the collcctions of material on l,ansing \\'|onlcr1.

INTERI]SI-ED?

Puhlications
We have reproduced t\\'o rare ntaps, suitable lbr lraming:

*Nerv book on Metta and R. E Olds. Zoles Lires l.abor. published bv IISGI- niember Pat

Ileyden, covers the lvork and personal iilc olthis Lansing familv. llrolrrt rvorld u'idc. 10{)pp..

* l8J8 Hazut.\ 1ap. I lr I 7.
* I866 Bird's Et'e l:iev' of Lotsirrg, I 8x 24

paper, ruanv rare photos. Stuart Publishing Contpanv 882-99 I 3
*Through lhe |'ear.g: .J, Pictorial Ilistort,o1'Lansitrg II17-I997
Vision Sports, P.O Box 3-18, East Larising 48826-0338. Pltoire- 888-71 5-6500

or lrom rnrrv. 1 501,ears.com.

$ 3.00

$ I0.00

$ 17.95

$3(r.95

Sesquicenterurial T- Shirts printed *'ith historic photos Historic Apparels 33T-1410. $15.00
*Atoilable and Free- Significant People Buied in l\lt. I{ope (''entelery. a ualking tour

brochure n,itlr biographies of 33 people. and the Historic North l,ansing: ,'l trl'alking Tour o.f

l,onsing's "Old Town".

The Capital Area Librarl'District is otllcial! After a successlirl vote for a count\.rvide libran
system, it will go in effect on January' 1, 1998. Watch for updates about the Local History

Collections housed at the Lansing Librarl'

6u" A $it fiet $ves All Yeot-.
*bembecship io the ,$istoricol qlocietg of Qre*et 4[cnsing

A red dot on the mailing label indicates that we have not received dues from you

for this year. Time to renew your membership!



The Historical Society of Greater Lansing

invites you to take a
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t7, tgg7

t! l- FU

[,A E F.
r+5ts

-€R
I a'Z
(,,, Q, t$r. { ''lp o<gqo

4
s

N)

\ri
tf,'}(a
sQp.o S

d_o \H.a;9 H-
>e Sb'
=J 

Ft. ^vAtsqH.
€8 S*s

:l(^

q

Pioneer GhostWalk
Mount Hope

September
6:3O p.m.
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vent is ,ponror"J by \Zollr*rirre Development.

Leam atoul Spgrro*, Pattengill, Ol&,
urrJ o[[r", nototl" Lansind pioneers on
Lltr [r". walting t.,ur o[ Iri".-t H"p"
Cemetery.

Th" pJli.-is inviteJ [o meet at tLe
entrance o[ Mc,unt Hcrne Cemeterv.
Lr"ut"J a[ Mount Hop. unJ A,o"li*.
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