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HanietTenney will be nominated to the Michigan Women's
Hall of Fame at the March 16, 1994 meeting of the
Historical Society of Greater Lansing.

HanietEdgertonTenney (1834- 1899) was appointed Srate
Librarian in 1869 by Gov. Baldwin, probably the first
woman in such aposition in thecountry, aposition she held
for22yews. Appointed to the same office by each gover-
nor in turn, her nomination was always confirmed unani-
mously by the Senate. During her tenure, with "her exten-
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sive knowledge and
learning displayed...in
the selection of books,"
the library grew from 15,000 volumes to 60,000
volumes.

She supervised moving the library twice: from the
1847 Capitol to the State Office Building in 1871,
and from there to the present Capitol in 1879.

Born in Vermont, she lived in Michigan 1839-
1847, and again from her marriage to J. Eugene
Tenney in 1854 until herdeath. They taught school
in Mashall until 1859, at which time he was
named State Librarian.

Mrs. Tenney succeeded her husband in this ap-
pointment, after assisting him for ten years. For 32
years, she was actively involved in establishing
the nationally-recognized collection that is now
the Library of Michigan.

Mrs. Tenney was active also in Lansing's social
and intellectual scene. Among other associations,
during the Civil War she was president of the
Lansing Military Aid Society; and after the War,
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HarrietTenney - State Librarian, Cont.

of the Ladies' Soldiers Monument Association, which erected the soldiers' monument in Mt,
Hope Cemetery.

In 1870, upon the organization of the Lansing Library and Literary Association, she became
a board member and helped select and purchase books. In 1874, she was a founder and first
president of the Lansing Woman's Club, a club de-
voted to literary and historical studies and scientific
investigations, a club which continues to meet today.

Also in 1874, upon the organization of the Pioneer
Society of the State of Michigan, Mrs. Tenney was
electedRecording Secretary, aposition she held for25
years until her death. She assisted in the publication of
the Pioneer and Historical Collections and had charge
of all the papers, documents, books, and museum relics
of the Society. This collection formed the base for the
present State Archives and Museum.

We owe much applause to Harriet Edgerton Tenney.ttscr,

JUST PUBLISHED...
Michigan Postal History, The
Post Offices, 1"805-1986, by David
M. Ellis, HB,552 pages, illus.,1993.

This work features detailed maps of
each county with listings of the rail-
roads and stations which operated
within the county. The main focus of
this work is the extensive listing of
Post Offices, branches and sub-sta-
tions, by county, which operated at
various times under various names.
Each entry includes the date estab-
lished, date of any change in the of-
fice and the past or curent disposi-
tion of the Post Office. This opus is
illustrated throughout by postal cards
and postrnarked envelopes. A must
for the Michigan historian. Available
for $50.00 pospaid ftom Craig A.
Whitford, P.O. Box 22026,Lansing,
MI 48909. Tel 517 1394-4443,

ThankYou...
This past month, our President, Linda
Peckham donated a copy ofYouthful
Thoughts, 1844-1848 to the Histori-
cal Society of Greater Lansing for
placement in the Local History Room.
The book contains children's essays
complied by their teacher Almira
Ludlow during 1844 - 1848. The es-
says were discovered during the Fall of
1991 in an attic in East Lansing, New
York. The essays were published in
1992by the Lansing Historical Soci-
ety of Lansing, New York.
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The Historical Society of Greater Lansing is
currently seeking nominations for the position

of President, Vice-President, Secretary, Trea-

surer and (4) two-year term Trustees. If you

are interested in serving in one of these posi-

tionsorknow of someone who is, please let us

know at the March meeting. Election will be

held during the annual dinner on May 18,

1994.

The HSGL Board has recently sug-
gested some minor changes to our By-
laws. Copies of the proposed changes
will be available at our March meeting.
A vote on thechanges will takeplaceat
the May meeting.
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The following hews'items have all been taken out of
issues of the Lanslng Republlcan Weekly, written
in the sMe of the time.

AliltlelateforValentine'sDaybut...T-he The American Guild of Organists, Lansing
fat little Cupids, with port wine counte- Chapter r1_spongqlq_as a public sqric.g

nances, tagar beer abdomens, and bow event an ORGAN WALK - Sunday, April
legs, are afpearing in the windows of the 17: 3'5 P'M'

fancy stores, indicating the near approach
or varentine d^y. IR'il, i;;i6}t I 8:85' 
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Dearty beloved, isn't it abour time to call {n?Xfl",fflffl;:yil3:}!::etffiStffi
a halt in the ceaseless march of progress organs in'these churches, but have never had
while a patent is secured on some sort of thlchance to hear and enjoy them, this is your
an invention that will enable our wives chance! We will start out at 3 p.m. at the First
and sweethearts to pass over a muddy PresbyterianChurchforademonstrationof 2

crossing without plunging insanely for- glgans, then move on to St' Paul's Episcopal

ward on their heels anO Jtawins tire air Church, Central United Methodist Church,

convulsively with their 
'h*dtl"';h;p"- 

and conclude at First Baptist Church' At each

ress,despairinsway.mfr 
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Mrs. House Fry is beginning ro make x'*."i1;t;1f:193ffi3:,1H1ff#l
calls. She leaves her visiting cards very there will be a reception held in the Parlor of
freely, inscribed thus: '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. FirstBaptistChurcfiforallthoseattendingthe
LRW 0611111879 "Walk." This promises to be an exciting event

so don't forget to mark your calendars.

A meteor weighing 200 pounds struck
near Chicago rtenity. li niust Ue a tough For further information contact: William P'

mereor rhaiwlr uactt-e c-t ic;;;. LRW ii, Hl1,?-StS'i55"*T#'i,:,iY-AT28t1883 fi22.
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g{utoricaf Society of Qreater Lansing
prou"dly nominates

Harriet Tenney
to the

Michigan Womenf s

Hall of Fame
During Women's History Month, the Historical Society will nominate

Harriet Tenney to the Michigan Woman's Hall of Fame. A Lansing
resident for many years, in 1869 Tenney became the first female

librarian for the State Library. There will also be a tour of the
Michigan Women's Hall of Fame.

7230 P.M.
Wednesday, March 16, 1994

Michigan Womenfs Historical Center
Michigan Women's Hall Of Fame

213 W. Main
The Public Is Invited
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SIGN
UP
A

NEW
MEMBER
TODAY!


