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The Death of "Father Little"
As published in the Lansing Republican, March 12, lB84

DEATE or " tr'ATHDlt Lrtrr,a.,'-Jamos
Littlo, bottor knotvrr as,'tr'rrilror Litile,,,
the aged color.ed mau who lras been ilro
ward oI the Industr.inl nirl eocioty for. ttro
pusl three years, tllod suddenly at ilre
hougo of Lottl [4lporr 'Iunrer, oorn$r ol
Illuhigorr ovonue rintl Plno etreot, at 6.3J
Mondrv rnornlng.l ltr. Littls hns boen
feoblo lor mor.o thrn a yoar, ond hls doath,
rvhich resulted from hoart dlseaso, waa
nut unoxpectetl, although lts suddentress
was somothing of p surprise. He attended
olrurch orr Sunday rnornlng, walklng to tho
Pino street chnrclr, about hal( a block.
and roturning alone. Ho appear.ed rveak
upon hlu return, and passed o bad alter-
noon and nlglrt, Mr. 'furner attondlng him
until about eir o'clock a. u. Monday,
whon ho roth.ed, leavlng Mr. Little loelirig
botter ond walking tlio floor, Mre. Turnei.
having arlsen at.thls tlmo. Ho walkerl
lrom tho kitcholr lrrto a front l.oom, wos
taken with e 6pasm, caught on to a chair,
ond thon loll to tlre floo{ llving about 1O
mlrrutcs. Mr.. Littlo, as ls genorally
krrown, wag born a slovo, ln oastern Neiv
York, but was mqruorlttod and recelved a
falr edgcatlon. Ee carne to Mtchtgan
about 35 y6BrB lgo, operred up u now
farru ln Oneldo, rotulnod to Now Yor.kond
marrlod, brlnglng his wifo back with lrlnr.
llo has sinco resl{3d ln Michlgan, nrogt of
tho tlme ln Lanilng, and his hlstor.y ls
woll known to noE;ly €vory .m&n, wom&n.
and, chlld, for ",Unclo Jlmmlo" was a
prornlnent clrtrracier. flo wae a man oI
unsworvlng integtity, lndustr.lous, l<lnd-
hearted, cheorful, antl patient undor trl-
als. \Vlth o keen goneo of humor, no ruon
moro thoroughly appreclated o halrnless
jost, but ho shrunk instlnctivoly h.om any-
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Death of "Father Linle," Cont.
thing thlt coultl rglvo paln to tho most
sensitivo person, and oxhtbited a Chrlstlan
spirit wlrich might, well bo imltated by
morry with whitlr sklns. Slmple, puro'-
rrrlrrded, und warm-hoartod, .. Uncio'Jim-
mlo" was a rvelcome guost wherover he
went, and hie ohoer.y and homoly worrls
arrd wnys rnudo for lilm e host oi frionds
arnong youugand old.wlthout dietincilon ol
culor, who will greatly rnlss tho old lnan's
proaortcs artrl duily gresilng. Tho luner.al
€o!vices wr r.l, held at tho Pine stroet
churuh on 'fiesduy at 2 o,clock p. ii.
undot tho dlrectiorr of tho Industrlal old
Booiety,

The Funeral of "Father Little"
As published in the Lansing Republican, March 19, 1884

]'oulrl-{ :rlilic. Srrrlrll irr alnLrrrr., urrl)rcten-
ilorrs irr r[u]rcr, t.lrclc wtts nolllillg slx,t,ltlly
rrol ier,rrUlu lr lris ert(:riot' e-\ccl,t lrs ltc grtzt'rl
(I \vill Iot sxt' tllxt), ns llc glrtnco(l ltl l'ou.
!rrtlr,r I.itllc llcYer glrzcrl: Ullt, lltt,rtr rvns
s1'rrrprttlry', l<ur.trrress, ligtrl, llrc irr I llc (luiel(,
rTslloss, sr,nrclrltrg glclurI ol lris c]'e, IDrl rt
strlrn,Icl fr:lt trs I l)ou,{lr tlltt ul(l tttnrr ltnrl sccrr
llrr(,Iglr lrlnr. Not]c evct'crluglrt tlr:IL gllurc0
f,rr tlic Ilrst tiilrc \ritllulrt ttrrning to lool(
[ftcr the ulrlil.

Norv l)elrind tho rnystic ilrlluencccxcrtc(l l)y
our rerrer[blc blotlror v'n8 t,htt \vhich wrs its
t:lrrse, tturrrcl)', cburrrctcr. ,I gonrrilte lrol)le,
(tisiutcrtslc(|, lngcrrrrorrselrrtrlrot('r. still fitr-
tltcr b[r1L- l,r'lri)lri clIU rICl cr. \v llicll lr I lro sIrlr
ofqurtlltlIs rrtcLt,lt', lttv tlraL sl)it it trnrl frllllr
rvlltclr colst,itlrt0,l Jr!ilr.s Littlc e (.lllIist.ltrn.
'fospotrl(of lriail ill In\'()tllcrliglll t[u(l i;.{norc
tllis. uonlrl be rrrr rrfllictiorr to llis s()ul. il lr(!
l(ncw It, tn(l ttn !rlfront, to l)is sftiltiy rrrorrr-
0r'l'. Itl lriill (ilrrlstiruritl', or tlttltor r;lrrisl,
r!ris r:vt:rt' I Iri rr g. I lo rIr[ n li dc('l)l]' of ( :lrtist.'J
Ft)ilit. IIo lrrtrl c-tDet ir,ttccs l(i slriell orlli-
rirrJ' Cltristlrrrrs rtr(, st,rf,tlli('t'i. II(! s:t\v
tlrilrss thIt rnrury cycs 8oo not. II0 ltt'rr,I
tltings tlrrt, lr{rrry c[ls holrr rrot,lrntl rvhich it
NOul(l !lot lrr: lrrrvfttl f,rt tilittty Ol'Irs t0 ilttCr'.
IIe s'rll(o{l ou lrlglr, lli{ Il:x:c ofrleli}nso \r'rs
tho rotrniti,rns ot loclis. 'II)o secrct ot.tlro
l,ord \rus \vitlt Iliur.

liol[, l]r'ol)sbly, in l tlllS, lro s:ts Infortlt.
lrrt() er)olrglr to irrllcl'it n rlrrlr oorrrl)loxlol,
{ul(1 lor tllet l)octnre rr cllrrtt0l, rr Dic(:0 0f
l)11)lx.ttl' of rortrl(ct[brc vIlIc. llo$ trrrrult
llls s('ver[l oI trets re:rllzcrl orr Irilu, its ('llclt
l'otr ot llls r;rrrl1. lifo hc l,r:crrtno llctvior rlD(l
attollger In(l of eIl)&nccd vrtlIc, rc f,ro trot
t()l(1, lilrt tlrrlt lr{r cllutgcil lrlurls frc(luolltly
,q certIln. ,\x rr tltlllg, rr cltrrtl,cl, fl l,rul(r, Iti)(llltrgcrl lrurrls lie(tIcntlv [[{l no LlolrbL :rl,11
lrrr)lll. tr) llis (,\l Irr ln ('n(.ll tl.:Utstrction, llc
,i_lxrll]' ril trinc([ [ vtrlunti(]n of 905-J)ossiblyglll0 or $'J(l(, lrs nroDoy ls troN.

l)rrir( tlr(.nif ilrrtl()r) of Ill2[ $l)iclr l)l'ollgl)t
tlil! (r,rilrlr'.I [1il)tr llte vctgC ol lL I[(.Ulttl-Irc('ivil r!ru, $lrlclr cr)r,li(t, lrv tlrrr i\liqsorrrl
clrnrllol[1q.., ] rrc l,ustl(]r(,ll 40 ycersr (luriIg
tltttt tlltilirllr)ll attt l,IotltCt rltls lll)ct1tt(xl l)!
lllr. llru t. 'l lrc lr,rt trrlu tltroIEll $l)i(lt ll)tl,
flt'r'rl0rrr rvirt ,rtttrinr'(l teqtritl'(l tlllrt Itis tgo
lrr I( ro$ D, rur(l It is lr]' t lriH (lll(lI tltilt tllc ti Ito
r)f hls blrtll ls nl)rloxlurntolv flxed, givirrg
Irls trl{ri ns rt lcrst 81, ItosHiUly t2. f'o[ &
I0rlotl trf 2(i I'erus rv(, ltrrve l)lrL & tc\y l,trro
ir(,irlolrls ol ltit lifo, l)ut I lrcsc nre ln tlrcur.
scly(!{ au,:gcstivo rrl lhc sl,iIlt of llru rrrrrr.
IIo \vcnt, l.u s('lrool atrl t() I lil.u:trf l(!llt]', slt(rN.
lDg Iiil)[rlltloIs uot borrr (,f llis lowly birl,ll
rroi' l<intllctl lrl',11*r,trr.rU srrrlourrrllrrgs. Il0
rvllr rr lJ-Fo of tl):rt lluge (.ltrsr o[ (.olr)r,,d lt(x)-
l,l(! ort, of rvll(,sc llirtttros I lrc qllencltl(.ss lltcs
of irnnlortnl lorlgirrgs, llot slevcr.l', lvitll flll
Its nriul (l'!r.itftrling rrrrrl rrrirrrl r,ulsltrrf Iruwr.r.,
culrl(l e-\l lngIisll. Wlttrt s(ilt,),)[ truniDnt€nts
lrc ltttchc(l w() llilvo lr(l l[(:rrns of lillowingt
l,lrt \-e liDow (his, lltht he rvlrs lt rrltn Ul
strolrg rnilr(1, of lofty couc(!l)tioDsJ of li(0:rnrl
its tlriyilogos ts trlso oI lt8 (liltics, lur(l tl]&1,
tlrrile w{tg oltsllir)c(l in tl):rt, rkull & I-rtrln
ryhicll $:rs tlrc tllronc of tr lrrin(l llttlc short,
ofgerrius itself.

l) rr t, l cl v i rr g school trs tr ft eorr) trn hc BC t, lt i rn
srlf n.lx)ut t.lrc $'ork ()f lllrrBtnrting his riglrt
to froedonr l)1'his lrrdusl,rv llnd fnl([lll,y. llo
wrs rr,r sD<.ritltlllift, l)ut'clrr(,frrlly'trrr1- ll1.f1.{lcrl,lY s,rvo,l lris plccrrriotts cltrrritrgr, arrtl ltr
LA47.-:17 J'(fru i t[r()-.sccnretl t plo-o of ltlt(l
in li:rt(,rt (,o[[l J'. ['or 20 ]'c^rs lto tille(l tltc
s()il ()n l)is lrlrur. I'lre]'nero 1,cnrr tlurlng
llr(: ltlrolr! ol Nlticll llrc colotr:tl lntru s [s
rnr(lr:t' tlr(! so{.irtl l)rllr, ts \rcrc trtry (ll"!rosr,([
l.o lrelii(.ll(l ltlur. Tll(,1' rrelc yerrrs rlirrlrrg
rvlrich tlro surrr ol all vitl[ilrios Btr'[gglcd to
crt)tIrc tll(! courtry rLr](l nrcnrccd, if it (lid
lroi intirni(lftto, tlle fi'icn(ls of llre colorc(l
nru) l)urilrg tlrcse J'cftra our frientl nntl
br,rl lrt,t' rv rr)rrght, rrn{l toilc([.

In 1i67 lro-reilrove(l to tlris cit)', rrr olrl
n)&n rrfter thc ryet'agc &go of nlcll, sornc 64
],cril's (,f lgc. Il[1. it \r'cs not long crc tlloqo
wlro 6tr\r' Irirrr nrrtl ltr,trrrl ltlnt becrtrne irrr.
l)rcsse(l sitll tlt{i fitct tllnt E rcilrarliltbltt rrrlrrr
lrtrd couro lu llto cit]-. B]. (tyo u.n(l voicc
i'nther l,ittle soorr estllllisll()(l for hiillself E

I,'uucral of lt'ttl lrtrl Littltr.

On Tuosday o,[te rnoon the last rites
wero pclfurrned over tho reruaing of James
Littlo, tho ngod cololed rnon, rrlroso deotlr
$'as chronicled in tholiopublican of lIalch
1 1, nnd they were consignerl Lo tho bogonr
ol l\Iother triurth.

Tho funerol $'&s held at tho Pino Streeb
[I. E, church, &nd Lh{) littlo chapel was
crowdc(l with frionds ond rcrluaintancce
of tho deccosotl, among rvhoru wero 6ume
of our most prontiDent cltizens. Tho
servlces wcro held under tho direction of
the Industlinl &kl society nnd of tho Cen-
tral 1\I. E. church, of $hich Mr. Littlo
was o rnember'. No ottempt wos nl&d€ &t
docoration, but in tho coflln llowors had
Lreon pluccrl by kindly hands. together with
& hyrnn book aud somo other'&r'ticlos rvhlch
wolo burled vlth tho dend at hls requost,

Jlhe eervices wero opened tnllh singiug
by a choir cornposed of alngors from rnost
of tho churchos of tho city, led b1' Ctros.
II. Thonrpson. An eernest ond ologuent
p[ayer $'as offored by Rov. George Tay-
Ior, aud a nost &pproprl&to sertlon wls
delivored by Rov. \Y. II. Thompson, pas-
tot'of the Centlnl lI. E. church, from
Zech. 1-5l. "Youl fathers, whoro u'o
they?" The followlng was the substrnco
of tho Bormon:

()lrc lrv onc tho,'friltors" etI) p[ssiIg ttwliy.
Our lllouglrt docs not, t('rnlinltts rrJirru tlio
col(l furrn. If rve nro trlre to our lDstincts
nll(l lntuit.lor)s \vc cllng to tltclr tncruor\', btrt
rrrole rlo rvc cli[g to thc ldct of tlleir eoll.
tlrrue(l oxlstcnce. 'Iho tlrouglrt of lvllot tllcy
ilre Iow is ilrore tlllul tho tllouglrt of sllri
tlrey wcro, thc thouglrt of their present
flctiltrl slf,lo ovorswoeps cv(,n t.lte urerDory of
tlrclr lives tts wc strv ii.

,l. o.(l&y $o h:l,vc corno togetllcr rtJ Cllristlf,n
cltiz('n-e, to Itry onr ttil)utc of rcancct to I l)s
nrcnlorl'ofa rlnrr, venernblo by l.llc yoars ltc
lrul livo(l,rrn(l rrlrorrr Igr:rrrrrrtlon ltas, untlcrrr
cr)nlrnon lruFltlse of cateern, c:rllcd "fittlret.."
1'lris tltle \rf,s clvcn Iinr ilot bv lcrsotr ofLis
ngo rnrrell'. ;\gc sttrrds for s-orrrcthin[. Ii
illrrrlis tllc rarrotvlDg rnrrgirr of liftr, aitrl is
srgljostiYe of (llscl|llrrc, ()f opnortnilities. of
cxpcllcn(:o. l)ut ilol [rcessarlly of petorntrl
virt.ue. lt, is lllc &i,r(l of rrrnlr thrt n)tl(es the
ose(l I " frlt,hcl'." I'llerc \r'[s tltrrt hr tlle de-
lnrted $hich exclto(t tlro respect of old Rt)d



Funerol of " Father Little," Cont.

Dl[ce lrr tlro coDfidcncc Irrrl lrr:nrts of oll n'ho
krrrrw lrirtr-

Norv tlro Di[co lro grinc(l lll tho ottcDtlons
of poolrlc \r,lts not e tuulslert onc. It, lsrs
Iot tho rpslllt. uf nD1' onc spccllrl [ct of llero-
istn, Or becl[rso lro rvits onco tt gltive, bui It
lvas bccn[so of lris siorlirrg lntegrlty nltd
geillti[(. clIU'lt(.1e,'. lt $'rts& ptogtcssivertrrrl
lrrlrllslrrlg lrold trlxrrr tlrc corrfldcrrco of tltc
0ltizetrs.

Ion grlvo llirrr rL cottllgc honrc To lrirn lt
wta t l)lllcr', rrnd, sr) lirr as lris lrrcrctslrrg
lnllt'rDiIics rrorrlrI nllorv lrlrrr, lro lrtl'olcd l()
tlrr[ lts srrrrorrrrllrrgr irrto il lrtrtrllsc. Ilt:
ttic(l l', Juqt.if\' ]'oilr lr(.ucvoloDco Ir(l l(,
Bl)ow lrls l)rolirllnd rrl)l,rc(rirrtiorr of ;'otrrl<itrrlIcss.

'Iho lrrsC crrltlrly tlo rvlriclr boutrrl ltlrn to
crrtll s'rs l)r'ol(on lrcarly tl)rce ycnrs rrgo,
,\l)r'it l. 18S1, lris \rilu wrrs trll.cn. 'l'lrc liu
wiri Iol. l)rol(cu, ()nly trrrnsl(]tlcd to llto
higllor honr(r. l.lltl thly posseljslol)s lrrst tlreir
cllrn'ln. IIo rcs{rlvr,(l to (-lc(ll(xrto hls lrorrtu to
tlre benc!'r)lent l)url)oreg of lllo ltdlos'tli([
seclot)'. llctlitl so, rrrrtl irr tlolrrg tllot Iresltcil
trpon it I. lrcti)ctllrl Ilitlo, Iurd lC l'{}rrrrirrs,
Irorrrcll', lrtrtrrblt., l)ltL llrrougll ]'our l|('nov(,.
Ictrcc lrrrI lris sr,lf-rlcrrvlrrg ilc1., r! ilr(rtrttlru:rl;
lr) llr! Acruiur! (.ll,lr1tcl(,r of tlrg rnrrrr rvll(rco
(lcliill 1vc rrrrrulrr to.rltJ'. llc(licrltod 'rto tltc
usr) ()f tlro Lr)t1l'a l)o()r'," Wtrtti Jonles Lit,ilu
did lro (ll(l BsJ rt roligl(rus trct. Ncvcr s,[s
cllurcll rrlrulo tnolo srtclod bl' religious gcr.
vlco tlrtrr tlle littlo lrrrrrre rvlrl<:lr,trniil I,rtryor
rtrrrl lrrrrlse, rrrtB solctrtrtly HcL Il)iLt.L ttJ &
"llon)o r)f tlr0 1xror." .Il[y lC long rcmnilr;
rnly lt grolv into rur lrsJ'ltutr fol. ugcrl ttntl
necrll' ()nps. ,\ftcr !ll, Durlrrrlls lt wtrs n t
rnrlult to (lo. CeIttlIulv rt \vrts rrot Iluch li)r'
alrclt lI lnIu-!L rrrrtrr tvlrit !:rre rv ryh:rt tt rvrLg t(,
ho cnslftved f0r lris colrr, t(, l)c insultc(l fot.
lris color, n nrnn wlto rv[ll(r!(l Itilol)g Itetr.tf
frrirer colrrplr!xionr lllt $'lto sot no l',ficr! ul)on
cltizon llrivllr.ges, rvlto lltrt'o not l)rrtriotlstn
to trse tr clretrlr v.)te, evcll i(, snv0 tllolr colIt.
Ity. JirIrrrs l,itllr!(Ilcc llrti(1, so llo 6rrl,l,*J50
to votc. It \r&g ltot rrrrrslt for tr utll[ wllo aot
silclr ovlrlucon tbc lxrltly llrivlloue of sotlrr;,;
lo giso rt\vny his lrorrsu. ,\lr! l)elrlnd nll l,hia
ln our lrrot ll(!r's Euul wlrs a lurrgirru, nrr oxl)cc-
ttrtion of 1r bettcr hornc. llo hus re[chcd it: n
rnulslorr, u "building of Go(1," on ctcrnrrl
Itorrr c.

liow irr Ilrtcin,J Jlrn)oE Llttlc trnrong tllc
frlthcrs,rLu(l lilclIiring "$ llrIC is hc?!'itis trut
l,o bo lnfclrc(l thlltwo(loilotkD(Ily. Woneed
no biblc tssurarrce thltt tlris verrerablc rnrn ls
ln ltclrven. It is \vclt to liIo\\, tl]nt, ttln Jcsus
UllIlst. is rclt llcl lrond IoI lloe," i lltrt ln cvery
tlrrl.ion lro tlllt "fclr('tlr Gorl nnd rvorkctlr
liglrteousuess is nccel)te(l." 19c rrrav or mnjr
ilot bc lntcrcsto(l i rl tllo colr vcraiotr o( tt) e llt h-
copl&n oulrrrclr rllolviDtJ thftt $colore(l lnon
rlrt]' lJc srrve(I. It, ls corl!tiIlJ' insDiring to(:oiltclul)lirtc tlrc nIticiplrl iorrs of DroyllrCcl.,
" l,:tlilot,iI sl)rrll str'(.tcll [oIt.ll lter ltrtntls."
'I'lrerc is ft clt-y sonlo{'hclc wlroso wnlls nro
lirrrr squrtrn, \rillr grrtos oll cvcry sldn, rnd
t)rrlions vrtll( lrr tlre liglrl,of il,rurrl brlrrgthclr'glor]' arrt[ llolror irrto it. 'l'llstr surncrrltcro
l,llorLt is tr rnllltitudo of ovcty rrotlon 0,trd
l(indrc([ rilrd tribc nrrtl tonguo. So oosn:oDol.
Itrrrr l[rl tbc li)t()crwtings of scripture truttl;
but if nolc of tllcso lllilgs lvclo rcverrlctl
l lrcro u oultl uot, be ono ltClc rvlt lr Ir singlc
rlorrbt corrccrniug tllc rl(,stinl' of tlrls brotlrcr.
\\ro rIIl Bonlohow feel lf rurl'body dcservcrl
hurvcrl, ho did, ltnd \r c tlo just &s sule llc 19
gonc tlrcrc ars ttrouglr rvc hrul Been t,hc chtlriot
of ll&u)o (tcs(:{)rrd rurd bcrrr lliul [wirv.

Ilut if l'on l)trd livcrl with Jrilrcs i,tttlc tllc
lvlr(,lc sixty J'('rrs of his Clrristlan lifc, ]'ou
1loul(l rcvcr ll&ve hcrud hirlr cltrlnr hervelr
in tlr[L 11rrt. ilo wrs rr Clrrist,l[l), tUr(l by
tllrt lrw o[ pnrruloxcrr wltlcll rlarl(s tltc of :
l,orln)(,n(rrl li':rtllrcs ()( tl)t[t lif(', Iris slrctrgtli
l.ry in Irisrycnl(ncss, Iris rneril, lrr tt ustir),-{ tl)s
rlurcl' of (i(nI, rild lrls clric[ \'lrtllc rva3
Irrrnrllltl'. llo livo(l ot tllc foot of tlle cross.
Ilo lrr(I t$o lcrnls irr praver rlltlclr rcvcirlc(l
tlrc sr)irit in $lliclr lrc iliiclrrrgcrl tltrt, duty,

" l'rrlllcr'!" Wlro llf,J rrot acr.rr lrlnr bendiDr{
lolvly l'ot al)e:rl{illg so ti!Dlilitlrly irs tltollgll
Go(l \yorc closo lry, " l'ntlle r'! 'r .. Co(l -of
IBracll" "-l'rrthcr'!" Ilow tender; llow inr
lrolturrntcl lrow cotrfi(lcut ! f rlo['t u'orrrler
Irls putt,crs Ncrc l)rize(1. ,l rroLhe r terf lt
frc(lIcr)l.ly upon lrls llpJ ltr l)ntycr wtrs
".ltviorl" J!!ruca l,ittlo Nns e Oiu.istlftn:
Irls Slrvior rylrs divllre. ,, }-ttlrer," ,,6,r,1
of lsrlcl," "S!rvjor" ryclc synonJ'rns on
lris lits, brrl, tlrc word Snr-ior to ltirrr Irfld
vIst, rno.rr)iug. It htrd in lt tlro tlrougltL of
sirr rurd lts turpitudc, itl consequcncetuc 8rr
etcrlrtrl c[teetrol)llc, tl)e otoIerncltt, its
vicnrioug olroutclcr, ll)c s0iritltrrl ret)elval of
tllc nfttllrc, tntl ntr rttloptlon of & divinc rela-
tiolrshit). I rl n $'or(l tlre l,lrought of n Sitvlor
t-o'hlrn sigrrldctl srlvatiorr froro poril b-v(llrluc Do\Ycr,

To lrlrn (ilrllsl ltrrrlt.y u rrsn conscious exncrl.
enco; it, w[s sclf.cvi(lcncc(1, tnrl Io otlrcrs rvho
l<ucrv hlrn it Nnssclf.eylderrt. Iu his pt.esenco
I llr) Bkcllttc l){I(l rrot,lrlng to ea1'. Tlro gleanr of
nnotlrcr rvorld rvrts in tllllt evc. surl I hrouph
t hat (l rrsk y ftrco shonc tbc su ir I ig ht of cter;i.
ty. llc Irrrd Io trl'gInrcnl,; lro vDs IrinlselI
Ilrellvlng logloof Clrristltrn firltlt. llc wosB
livlng el)istls. Ths Bfririt of Gotl tokl hlnt
llc wtrs & " clrlltl of Go(!," IIis lifc tol(t those
rvlro kllew lrlrn. IIcn \yith lyhiter sklns
Itoye rvlshcd thcy h&d trs \ylllto I soul os
JEnreB Llttlo. No\y, whetever there ls lrr the-
or'5'or in ,lgrrres of sl)cocll, to lriIr tl)erG w0.s
evi:r1'tlrirrg ln the frrCL of splrltrral irurlty ns
trtilrirred Ly tllc otoncrn(:Dt, lJy beIr]r{ "rytrsh.
cd ln tlre lrlood of l,llo J,[rnU."

IIow rr)uch lB gucll rr ulrrn rvolth to tr clty?
f)l(l you cvcl lrenr. lrlrn prd]'? I f you Icvir
dftl you k[orv uotlrlug of the rnerr 1v]lose rc.
rnRins llo bolbro us. lYo loolr ut)on tlro brord
r.lvor wl t lrou t & tlroilgll t of I tB rl v ulct sou rco:
rrporr tlrc ttec wltllorit tlriIking of tlrc subile
forccs tlrnt cruso lt to glorv. So wo lookilporr 6rroll rncD wlLho[], ttsl(lDg nller ilte
sc('rct of tlrcir I,owcr. Ir'trtl)(:r l;tue strs rl
rrrIrr of prrryr-,r. Ilc lle(l (.rrItaet rvltll e btrt.loly of (l,vlnc l)orvcr; tllis rrrrtdo lrlru clt,tr-lrical, nrlgllty, rrrovlrrg. IIu wrs farnilitrwllll tllc \ray.lllto l,llo hrrdicrrce oblrrrrber of(;od, eI(l he often went tl)cre. \yo [cvcr
l)oald ltllrr lvltllout, colllns to rnln(l onoofl.lle,lrcicIL lnttlitrrcltB or prol)ltels l)leadlnsli)r )lis lx)ol,lo. 'l'h('ro \vts llro nrrtlrLcitv cif
lrnslvorving (titlr, tho prcsltrr;rtiorr of fitiuil-l[r'lly; vcl lhclc rrostrlso tlr) l,r.n(l(,r r)ftillosof tlr'! I'cltilclt slrrrrcr, [rrrl lhc ltrrrnLio nkrr
()l rr rvrctcll(,(l slllrplllIL. :ls fl lDnn of Duir.erllrc dcrtll of tlris irrtr,rccrlirrr rlrtrltrrtlr isI
loss to lllo cilJ'ol'l,rIsing.'llis l,otvur in
I)Itr-\'CI rvlts nt OtI(re lll0 Sonl.cC lln,l Ftrcltgtlt()f llls own cllamctcr altd 0, rcyclrlre of btlss.
lng to tlle 0lty.

Tllon loticc his lovo for hls owlt l)cople.
A \vcl(:orrre collcr trt tlrc lr0rrrcs o( tyllito 6co.
))lc. \Vlrr.n cxlrtrustc(l lre lvould crll ol, tnr-
l)oilrc. \Ve dt'emed it o (teligllt to st)rcRA
bcfolo lrlm t'eflesllments. llis esprossivogrf,titurlc \yts tr tcsson to tlte cltildrcu. atrd ,

Irls corrvcrsrtt,loll o Lenodict,iou. I'hei.o is i

rDol'c lllrll ()De lrorro l.lrnt Drizcd the trrtvi. I

leg() of rniDlsterlng to his necossitics. Hts'
crrllg rvcrc ulrvrrys nrnrlierl tyilh prol)rletl-,
onrlIDollleurss lrorlt of l)is Chrlstlihcs-s. llls
denornllntlonal r.elfttions \vcr(} witlt tho Cen-
tr'&l churcll slDcD lrls cornlng to L:utsiDg, but
\vllile rvc prizerI lrirrr ns trn.liunored rrrcmber,
lve fclt, I.h{rt lro l)olor)god to trtl; and cst)ecltl-
ly (ti(1.hocuttlv&te lhc lcligiorrs nssoilatlorr
of lris oNn lleol)lG Oftell NOltld llc excuso
lllurscl( to llls lnrstor frolll tllo IrectiDga to
ul(l lrlB strugging trrlorcrl lrrctlrren. Ito
dcsirerl tllclr Dros|lerlty. IIo liyed wil.b
tl)cril trn(l rlic{l lunong l,lroill.

Yet ot,oyc the love of self, of kiDdred, trDd
of l)cc,l)lc, 1yfts his love of lr&n. Sorne of us
will r)evor f(rrgot ltls oftu[ rcl]cllted trltxiety
ti)r. tllo youlrf rtrorr of orrr itty. ,l'l)o les't
l,inrc lre \v!ls tr1, nry bouse lrls brridcn wtrg for
olrr J,our)r, rrron. IIe harl rvotchetl tll6 doorg
rlt' I lrc srlloous, Scerr orrr roliltl{ illcu cnlcr
I lro l,illirrr(l hrrlls trrrl scetr tlt('tn ftlll llt)1,Il his



Funeral of"Father Linle," Cont.
Irctrt, rclrorl. Ile lvotiid sperik klndly nlrd
oItrcrttllglJ' to tllo ]'oulig lrletr otr tl]o
street. llL'lr()ld tlris yetrertrble ol(l lurln llko
one ofG od's detectiveB slredoving thosg gatcs
of dorrtll ttn(l of lrell itr tllo v&in llopo of
srrrtllrlrrg sorrro brattd froln tllc Irutnlng.t
llls nrorrrory slrould l)e clrerislrcrl by tllo
ioirrrg rnou'of orlr cit]'. 'l'lrcro liq tirc ru.
irrrrl rrJ ot' I.lre l)cst trn{l t Il(! -c I n cerest frie[(l tlrc
yorng lucn of Lalrslrg over lrtr(l or over ryill
Irtve.

l\ud rnolc, llis setihing, scnlditrg, end
gnrl)hlc tlerrurrcintiorrs of tlro !lqlor trafllo
y,ill n(,\'cr l)e forgotteD. lthc l)lotulc of thl3
aged colorc(l rnrur lrorellrrg rtlrout the dens of
vico in orrr cit.y, lll<(! rur tngcl of ulercy, lB
\'r)rtlry ()f illnnoltu[ ctlrvtt$. 'Lo tl)o cvll
(l()er', tllc snloorr kecper, tlro rrenrory of tllal,
oltl nrrlr rnrr)' lrc o lrtr[nting spcctlc.

\1'sforl)c,rrto spcrk of tllings 80ftrnrlllnr
to yr)ll-of tllc groups of cllil(lrell Iro woultl
Eatlrer in ordcr to sow lrr thelr rninrls tlto
rrocds of trulll lrn(l (luty; of lris rrrissl0nary
zcol [ild lebors-tlleso rtre knorvn to you all
ao w(!ll.

llut he is no Dlore; Il13 yoice ls lrushed; the
glenrl ls Aorro florrr tho eJ'6; the glory no
longor liglrtg lll) tllo ('oulterrarrce. IIs Do
Iorrosl ,,,:,,"a fol ua, nor is lrc rny lo[ger
(lcpcndcDt upon yourclloritt; ho ncods lt no
,nofo.

" 0, ltrppY, llnpp-r' cottl,
Irr ecst[cies of pt.ulsc.

Lorrg ns eter.[[l 0gea t.oll,
Ilrr sees llis litvior,rr foco.',

lltrnsir)n, robo, ex)wlt. ond pa,lm ftt'o trll hlgnolv. llc [s ln l,ho clt.y rvlroso buildcr s.ndil)nlier lq God. llc llrnrlors no nlorc. lletllit'sls l)o rIoro, Ieltller ilocs thosrrrrllcllt
otr ltlttt trrrr nnv lletrL. Ile ls lrrrlcod free rrdrr.
olrt of tllo lrorrst: of tronrlrgo, his narrow housoof clrr]', 1\'r: c[r0 for tlrri s[crcd dugt. tycgttlr('r ill) ll)o nltrrrtlc tllrt, foll frorn- hls
ttqcr:nt!tlrg Flloltl(lerE rtrrd foltliiewr[t'. Ilut
ev(:ll l,ll[t sllrrll rest ln llol)e. 1Vc i:nnnot
Iwrly Nitlr tllo i tee tll[t :rgrrln ilItt, cve Shtll
R(,e En(l I l)Rl, volcr: suerk. ,1'o thc gi.[vc \ro
lrcor l,lreso lttolus of (tust trnd r{}verotiLly lntor
tllcln.

" Ci rnvc, I lre grrnrdlln of our dust.
Gr'trve, tlto l,rctsrlr.y of tho slrles,

Evory rit.orn of tlly ti.rrst
Ilcsts ,n lropo trtf&in to risc:

IIUII(l tlre Judg[ient trulup(:t crrlls,tioul! rob[il(l tbv lrodso of cllv:
Irunrortrrl ity thy rlnlls,

,\n(l 0terlrlty thy dn)'."
Ilnorrglr lltcrc ls (r (Lly for tlro rel(nlttlns

rturl n rccogrritlolt of tlle frir:rrrlslrins of llfc.
rvlrr,rr rvo rrrrrv llcoL t,ltis rrow cononlzetl eulnI
:rli ri[. N()i Rs \yo llrvo accn Irilrr. nged an(Isr)r1r 'l'lrc vlle bo{]y rvill bo clr:rug0rl anrl
,t}[(l(, gloIiouB.

\Yo l)ur]' o Fronl)rlt, tul IiliJrrlt. 1'lto cllo.r.loi
IUrd lrol'scg ()( fltuIre lltvo lror.rro hirn Iwnv-
l)ut lro ltfts lct't to ils l)is lnflItle. lfuv viti
entelt lris sl)irlL, hls vlgororrs love ot r:iclrt
ruil(l lrtItre(l ()f Nrons. his Odctttv to (;od trir(l
rnftn, his ftrlt h, Bclf ilricr.il'rce, ttls-noble CIrris.
t,lrrn clrIr'!rctct.. Wlte rc nrc thc nlourilers to-(ltl'? I)ocs Blle ntonln wl)o tlll'co yetra a.go
le fl llis si{lc trlr(l lo wlrosrr ctorltnl cumDsi-
lonsllil) lrc ltrrs norv gotre? l)oos lro rndurn
tha,L lle ltas ctrst off Lhe clay, tllc t)oln. the
scnsc of dcpcrrdeucc? Nut! ,,sl)sdnt frour
t.l)o bo(ly lre ls preseltt witll tho Lor.d.,' Yorr
rnonIlr, llly colot.od brcthr.en sltd slsters"
Your Jecob IlRs been turken fl,om ]'on. Bu!
his llfe nnd rolno &t'e to you o precioug, a
lroly leg{r(:y. !'cllorv citlzins, Jbu tnoIrn.
\yc r I I lrirve ou r illcosr tc o [ ilrourn ftrl ln terGst
Intllcderrtho[ tlris potriarch. But hts llfe
is r bencdlctton. Dceth c{ulle to lrim sud-(lcr)ly, rrs lt (rltcn docs to God's ow[', but lto
rvtrs rr gfl \ailtt [t tllc door. rotrdv to oDen olr
Ircarln;5 tlr() ftl)Froaclrlug footftrl[s of Ills rttes-
ler. .lu[y lt lrc yonrg &n(l lninc t() bo l.e[(lv n$
Ire rrts lerrly. Ittrry wo die tlle dcnl,h of il)o
t iglrl,eous trlr(l our last cId bc like hig.

At tho closo of the solernD ceremonlos
ttro coflin \sos oonveyed to tho heorse by
six pall-bearorB, threo of whom lvero
whlto nnd t,hroo crrlored, tho followlng
gentlemon omciatiDg: Georgo F, Strong,
liobort li'oster, II. G. lVillard, N. I{. Klng,
Arthur Iierry, ond \Yilli&D Allon. Ihe
Iem&lng \l'ore oonve]'ed to Mt, Hope cam-
otery, foll()wed by a large concourso ol
cltlzens in caniages, and wero doposltod
in tho lot own€d by tho Central M. E,
churcb, tre sido tboso of his rvife, who hsd
pr(rceded lrirn by ol:out throo 1'cors,
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EBr 21STS
Frorn The Past

The following hews'items have all been taken out of
issues of the Lanslng Republlcan Ygeekly, written
in the style of the time.

Write 1884(Oops . . .1994) and don't
you forget iL

And now is the season when your boy
can't go to church because he has a micro-
scopical blister on his heel, and it was only last
summer that that self-same boy took a pure,
unalloyeddelightin walking on topof apicket
fence, where thepickets were sharp enough to
impale a fragile June bug..LRW 11911884.

A load of hay anchored at right angles
with the avenue, and abinding-pole extending
towards the middle of the street ten feet back of
the load, at about the right height to swat an

incautious driver out of a cutter backwards and
cave in his mansard, may look pictwesque to
a pedestrian, but it would be mighty tough on
the friver. That is what they have to dodge,
though, almost every day, on Washington and
Michigan avenues. IRW 111611884.



EBr ,1S1fS
Frorrr The Past

The following 'news'items have all been taken out of
issues of lhe Lanslng Republican Weekly, written
in the stvle of the time-

A man never truly realizes how pain-
fully inadequate is the English language
until an avalanche ofsnow slides offthe roof
of some building and flops down upon his
new sealskin cap. LRW I /9t 1884.

If there is anything in this wide, wide
world that causes a man to lose faith in
human nafure it is to meet the man he swore
off with New Year's day coming out of the
back door of a saloon just as he is going in.
LRW 1tgil\U.

With the thermometer 20 below zero
snake stories arejust a little outofseason yet
the Reading Telephone says that a few days
ago "a snake was seen crawling in the snow
and making for a brook to cool off." There
was nothing in the Telephone to show what
particular brandof whiskey Readingites use.
LRW 1t24t1883.

The Historical Society seeks
donations of local historical ma-
terials, such as papers or pho-
tos, especially of those related
to our programs. This month
we are interested in obtaining
photographs of Lansing
Churches which will be mada
available to the public in the
Local History Room at the
Lansing Public Library. Please
contactthe Historical society at
372-3385.

Board Meetings are held on
the third Wednesdays of Octo-
ber, February, and April. Any
business may be addressed to
the Board before or at the meet-
ings. All are invited.

Who do you know who should
belong to the Historical Soci-
ety? Send in your membership,
and recruit a membr.

gioe a ELft tfrat girtes Attlear . . .

Membersfiip in tfu ttutoicafsociety of Qreater Lansing
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9{istoicaf Society of Qreater Laruing
proudly presents

A History
of

Trinity AME Church
By

Hondon Hargrove

Hondon Hargrove, noted historian of African-Americans in the
-il_ipry, will present a history of this congregation begun in

1866, the oldest African-American churctr in Lansing.

7230 P.M.
Wednesday, January 19, l9g4

Friends Auditorium
Lansing Public Library*

* PLEASE NOTE: This is a dffirent location than listed in the 1993-94 progran calendar

The Public Is Invited
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