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THE LOCAL HISTORY ROOM - A NEW SERVICE

Something new has been ad.d.ed. in the history
room of the lansing Public Library - - maps.
The Loca} History Room has recently been most
fortunate in acqulring a new map case, making
an ad-d-ed" service possible to historians.

Presently avallable are historic and lit-
erary maps of Michigan, CoveIIts "Indians of
Ivlichi-ganrt, as well as numerous geologicat maps
of Michigan by the Geological Survey Division
of the Michlgan Department of Conservatj_on.
Not only are there maps sho',ring surface for-
mations of Michigan, its d"rainage system, Mi-
chiganrs maj-n rivers and tributari_es, but
there are also maps of special areas such as
Maekinac Island, Isle Royale, Beaver Is1and.
and. the Lansing area. There is also a treas-
ure map of the Great Iakes region.

0n the walls of the History Room j.tself are
two newly framed. maps - one of Michigan, a
gift from the Mills Collection, showing Bid.d,le
City; and the other a map of the tornrn of Mich-
igan shoving the early platting of Michigan at
the time the Capitol was transferred- from
Detroit to Lansing. V.S.

POLITICAL ITEMS ATTBACT KEEN IlIIEREST

The expert knoi+Iedge and. sharp wit of Jerry
D. Roe brought members a delightful evening in
February. His enthusiastic presentation of
Michigan political items alerted some to an-
other area for collecting. And he may have re-
crulted new memberships for American Political
ftem Collector. This organizatlon met Saturd-ay,
March 7., at the Jack Tar Hotel, Lansing, to
exhibit, trad-e and sell .

Membership in the Michigan Chapter of the
organizatj-on is $6.00 per year. presid-ent
Crosby is an active member and vill be pleased_
to give ad.d,itional lnformatj-on.

Stephen H. Bibler, 4f44 Southeast Clinton
Street, Portland-, Oregon, 97202, 1s national
secretary-treasurer.

SOCIETY WELCOMES NtrW LIFE },MI\4BERS

Charles Lawrence
IvIrs. Clarence Roe

TEN LANSING March, L97O

COME, COME, coME

ME}4BERS AND FRIENDS OF THE HISTORfCAL
SOCIETY OF GBEATER L,ANSING WILL MEET

Lansing Public Library

Wednesd.ay, March 18, LSTO

7:30 p.m.

"Michigan Lighthouses"

by Mrs. Helen Wa1lin

The Society is especially proud to
present members who vish to share their
interests and information with others.
Few Societies enjoy d.evoted workers who
have contributed- more to local history
than our or^rn Helen Wa1lin.

Many will remember the ad.dress which
cllmaxed her servj.ce as president in
L9q. She served- as editor of the
newsletter and offered, several revard-
ing programs to our members.

Her state servi-ce has i-ncluded vork
vith the Western Michigan Division of
Laboratories in Grand, Rapid-s, begi-nn-
i-ng in L929; the Planning Commissi-on;
Michigan Pub1ic Service Commission and"
the Mlchigan Department of Conservati-on,
now Natural Resources.

Helents flair for word.s and careful
research makes her a welcome contrib*
utor to MICHfGAi{ HERITAGE, NATUML RE-
SOUBCES MAGAZINE and- other publi-catlons.

We are pleased. for this opportunity
to hear about her search for the his-
tory of Michiganrs lighthouses which,
vith an eye on yesterday, has focused-
attention on a fascinating segment of
our present.

APRIL MEETfNG
We look forward- to Aprll 22 when

Eugene G. Wanger will present a pro-
gram: "Making Michigan Constitutions :

A Capitol Pastime."



,'SUITCASE THEATREII MAKING CIRCUIT

This spring SUITCASE THEATRE, a raclally
integrated. company of Lansing high school
students, v111 tour twenty Michigan cities,
sponsored by ttre Michigan Education Associ-
u.iiorr" They w11l- be performlng in "". "these
trutkls. . ," ., historical play of Negro
American life and black-vhite co-operation
in the U"S.

The youth hope their pi:esentatiorrs in
Mlehlgan wil I raise funds sufficient for ihe
entire SUITCASE THEATRE troups--26 now in
:re1:earsal--to continue their tour overseas.
As nov planned, 15 "arnbassadors of good vill"
will tour western Europe for seven veeks dur-
ing Juty and August, under sponsorhip of
Youth for Und.erstandlng, the international
teenage exchange progran head-quartered in
Ann Arbor,

Di,reeted by PoweIL Lindsay, charter mem-

ber and pas1, president of the Research Asso-
ciation for Michigan Negro History, Inc., the
integrated cast of the company vill demon-
strate to theatre-goers at home and abroad-

"democracy in action"--each for alJ., and" all
for one world familY at Peace.

A former Broadvay producer-d'irector, acl-
o:' and playwright, Mr" Lind.say has asserobled-

""..these truths.. "" from some of the history'
stories, hurnor and blues of the late Langston
Hughes, vhose vorks are transl-ated in 2f
1-anguages--along vith vignettes from other
black poets and playvrights. Entertaining
as vell as ed"ucatlonal, the material vill
i.nclude some of the "Simplefi sketches ac-
elaimed hilarious in "Langston Hughes Looks
at Dark Ame:'icar" the dramatic prod.uction
with music s'Laged tn L95'( and 1958-69 eaitions
in Lansing, Ann Arbor and Detroit.

As stud.ents in SUITCASE THEATRE are being
gi-ven ample opportunlty for meaningful de-
velopment and use cf thelr talents in the
pe:'forming arts, they hope thelr present-
ation of the black writers' vievs vlll pro-
vide insights moving enough to shatter myths
and sterotypes in the mlnds of people and
to r."einforce good vill and understanding
arnong alt who are willlng to share learnlng
experiences.

Teaeher groups, school d.i st:"icts, or
other organizations interested in sched.ul-
ing a presentation of SUITCASE THEATRE should
contaet Howard. Betton or Joseph Hayden, WA
Hurnan Relatl.ons Divislon, Box 573, Uast
Lansing, Mlchl-gan l+BBe:.

THII LOCAL HISTORY PARTICIPATION CONFERENCE

USUALLY HELD AT WAYNE STATE U}TI\TERS]TY AND

SCHEDUTED FOR APR]L 11, 1970 WILL NOT BE HELD.
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GENEALOGICAL ROLI\IDUP

The Detroit Society for Genealogical
Research announces a conference on pro-
blems in genealogy vill be held Satur-
day, Aprif 11, L97O, at the McGregor
Memorial- Center on the Wayne State Uni-
versity caJnpus, starting at J-0:00 a'm'

Speakers will include Milton Ru-bincam

on t'Delavare Valley Problemsrtr which in-
clud.es eastern Pennsylvania and" ad"jacent
areas" NIr. Rubincarn is a tr'etlov of the
American Society of Genealogists and" sev-
eral other organizations; he serves as

instructor at the fnstitu"re cf Geneal-
ogical Research held annually in Washing-
ton, D.C"; has cond-ucted numerous vork-
shops and held speaking engagements
thr-ughout the U"S" and Canad'a' He is
former editor of the National Geneaiogical
Soclety Quarte::ly, and has writtei] numerous

artlcles and histories.
Michigan specialists includ'e Mrs '

Frances Davis McTeer, A" M., on "Data-
Problem Relationships," Mrs" McTeer is
a former ed.itor of the DSGR Magazine I

has conducted adult education elasses in
genealog,r for the Detroit Board" of Educa-
tion; and" her articles appear regularly
in The New England Historical and Geneal-
ogical Register, The Ame:"ican Geneal-
ogist, The DSGR Magazine, and many more '

Dr" Russell E. Bid"laek, Ph"D" viIl
speak on "Problems Facing Genealogis-r's in
Libraries." Dr" Bidlack is Chairman of
the Department of Lihrary Science at the
University of Michigan. He is ecliNor of
The Sparks Quarterly, one of ';he leading
famity association publications ' Both
Dr. Bid.l-ack and Mr. Rubincam were speakers
at the Worrd. Conference on Records held
Iast August in Salt Lake CitY"

Mr. Rublncam viIl e]-ose -r'he session
with a d.iscussion on problems facing the
genealogists tod.ay in publlc relations '

Registration will be $Z.Oo. This fee
is included" if one buys a luncheon tick-
et. Cost of the l-uncheon is tentatively
set at $l+,00" Official announeements may

be obtained from Miss Lucy Ma:'y Kellogg,
R#3, 9\55 Hllton Road-, B::lghton, Michigan,
)+8n5.

LOCAL H]STORY ROOM OPEN EVENINGS

The Local HistorY Room of
Public LibrarY is enjoYing a
aud-ience eaeh veek.

Staff is on hand to asslst
researches every llednesdaY, J

the Lansing
greater

you in Your
- 9 p.m.



MICH]GAN SITES REGISTERED

The first biannual publication in book
form of the National Register of Historic
Places is nov available. (Superintend.ent
of Documents, Washington, D.C. 2d102,
$>.2>) .

It r,ras prepared. in the office of archae-
ology and hlstoric preservation by the staff
of the National Register. The Mlchigan sec-
tlon incl-ud.es vievs of the American Fur Com-
pany Warehouse, Mackinac fsland.; the Mon-
ument at St. Ignace Mission, St. Ignaeel and"
the Franklin Buggy Works, Willage of Frank-
l-in Historic District, Franklin.

ilegistered. sites in our State includ.e:
For+. Michil-imackinac, Macklnac City; St.
Maryrs Falls Canal-, Sault Ste. Marie Hemi-ng-
way Coll-age (Wind.emer), Walloon Lake; Grand.
Rapid.s City Ha11., Grand. Rapid.s, Norton Mound
Group, Grand. Rapid.sl Mackinac Is1and., Mack-
inac Island; St. Ignace, Mi-ssion, St. Ignace;
Village of Franklin Historic District, Frank-
lin; and Henry Ford. Estate, Eair Lane, Dear-
born.

Ad.d.itional sites nominated. and. not yet
accepted. includ.e Quincy Mine No. 2 Shaft
Hoist House, Houghton Countyl Covered. Brid.ge
at Ad.a, Kent County; Fayette, Delta County;
and Berrien Springs Courthouse, Berrien Co-
oun';y.

NEWSPAPER INDEXING CENTER AT FLINT

The nevly established. Newspaper Indexing
Cen'Ler at Fl-int, Michigan, plans to compile,
maintain and. publish a compl-ete annotated.
bibliography of all published. and. unpublish-
ed. nevspaper ind.exes and. ind.exing projects.

',[he center vil]- make available prevlously
unp*blished. and out-of-print newspaper in-
dexes; d.evelop improved techniques for
creation of indexes I and provide biblio-
graphic control, analysis, and. synthesis of
all published. and unpublished. Iiterature
relatlng to the subject. Consulting services
vill- be provid"ed. on a contract basis.

Contact Norman M. Lathrop, Director, Nevs-
paper Tndexing Center, P.O" Box 83, Flint,
Mi c.rigan, I+85Of .

MIC]{IGAN hIEEK - May L6-23.
The theme of "Michigan, Land. of Hospital-

ity' is stressed. again in l-970. Each of the
eighty-three counties have been requested. to
appoint a reuni-on chairman to coord.inate home-
coming. Former resid.ents of the State are in-
vited. to return to the place of their begin-
nings - at least for a visit. The observance
und.er the d.irector of Robert J. Hutton, musi.c
d.irector of the University Broad.cast Service,
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Ann Arbor, r,rill offer avard.s for agri-
cultural d-evelopment, community action
and" prod,ucts.

T{EMBERS ]N PRINT
We note vith special pleasure when

Society members have works published. Dr.
George P. Graff authored. "Michigants
Jevlsh Settl-ers, tr'rontiersmen in Every
Sense of the Word." in the January, LgTO
(Strevat , 5730) issue of Michigan Jewlsh
History.

Helen Wallinrs article, "The Little
Doctor" in the December, 1969, issue of
MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES alerts us to
a new need".

A "Biographic Sketch of Douglass
Houghton-Michigan's First State Geolo-
gist, 1B3T-18)+5" prepared by Helen is
published. as Pamphlet 1, Geological
Survey, Lansing , L966.

VITAL RECORDS INSTITUIE MEETS
The fnstitute of Vital- Record.s Pro-

tection vill- take place at the National
Archives , Washington, D. C . , March 15-20 ,
tgTO.

This Institute is und.er the sponsor-
ship of the Center for Technology and. Ad.-
ministration, The American University, in
cooperation with the National- Archives
and. Records Service of the General Services
Ad.ministration.

The program offers some of the countryrs
best informed. executives from business and.
government concerned with the sel-ection and
protection of record.s necessary to continue
operatlons in event of any emergency.

For further information contact tl1e
University, Massachusetts at Nebraska Ave-
nues, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20016.

VERMONTV]LLE ELECTS OFI']CERS
Mrs. Barbara Wright vas elected Pres-

ident of the Vermontville Historical Soc-
iety" The executive board. for 1970-71 is
composed. of Robert Child.s, 1st Vice Pres-
id.ent; Ruth And.erson, 2nd. Vice Presid.ent;
Ava Kroger, Secretary-Treasurer; Dorothy
Carpenter, Program. Directors Esther
Shepard, Leonard. Maunder, Iva Amspacher,
Ray And.erson and Hildred Peabody will
guid.e the organization.

More than 2100 peopl-e visited. the Museum
d.uring Syrup Festival- in L969. Pl-ans are
being mad.e to welcome you to the Festival
sched.uled. Saturd.ay, April 2r, 1970.

The Museum will be open on Firday, Aprl1
2)+, and- Saturd.ay, April 25, 9 A.M. - 6 p.ttt.

The Society has qualified" for an offit-
cial- historic site marker which vil1 be
d.ed.icated. June 7. The search for living

Continued. page )+



d"escend"anis cf the orlginal colonlsts con-
tinues. if you harre information, please
con'ract Mrs. Bai,"bara Wright , Rf 2, Vermont-
;i1ie, M:':h:-gan, l+gOg6"

HISTORYt'f knov histhry i-sntt thrue, Hi-nnessy,
because lt aintrt like v-hat I see ivry d.ay
in Halsted. Sthreet, If any lran comes along
uith a histliry iv Greece or Rome thattll
shcw nie ihr people fightinr, gettlnr d.hrunk,
makinr l-ove, gettinr married., ovinr thr gro-
cery man arir beint rithcut hard.-coal , Itll
believe the;g vas a Greece or Rome, but not
befu::e. Historyans is like d"octors. They
are always icckin' frr symptoms" Those iv
theat that writ-,es about their cwn times ex-
amines thr tongue ane feels thr pulse anr
makes a, wrong dygnosis. Thr o-r,her klnd lv
histhry rs a pcst-morterr examination. It
te}"l s ye vh.at a cor:ntry d.led. iv. But I'd" Iike
to knov what a country 1ived" iv""

-fr:om OBSER'/ATIONS BY i\m. DOOLEY

OAlilAND COLI1VTY CXLEBRATES SESQUT-CENTENNIAL
The cciorful lllustrated. B00K OF HISTORY

being published in commemorati"on of" Oakland
Countyr s Sesclui-Centennial cbservances is
now in the making. Scores of vriters and.
historians ar"e collaborating in its prepara-
tion und.er the dr.rection of Arthu"r. A. Hagman,
former eC"itor: of Insid.e Michigan Magazine.

Pre-publicaiion price is $fO. Direet
your ord.er tay numbered. editicn to 2E0O Wat-
kins Lake Road., Pontiac, Michigan, Ir8O5\.

NEW PUBLICA.TION AVAILABLE FROM MARQUETTE
The Marquelte County Historical Society,

Inc. , anncuniles the release of thei:: latest
publication, NCRTH T0 LAKE SUPERIOR: THE
JOUBNAL 0I' CHARLES W. PENNY, l8l+0" This
d.eluxe haz'c1 ca\rer ed.i-Lion retail-s from the
Society fcr $:.95 ($4,1+5 marled,).

Mr. Penny wes a Detrort merehant who
accompanied Dougla.ss Houghton on his exped.i*
tion along the south shcre in f8\O. Mr.
Gregory Harriei", grand.son of Charles W.
Penny, and a" resid"ent cf Berkeley, Calif-
ornia, ga\re l;he original journal to John D"
Vi:elxer" Jud.ge Voelker deposited. it in the
Sceiel;ris collect,i.ons fcr preservation and.
u.se" James L. Carter and. Ernest H. Rankin
edlted it i{ith an introduetion by Jud.ge
Voelker.

Place you:" ord-er vii,h the Society, 2lJ N.
Front Stree+-, Ma,rquetNe, Mrchigan, \9855.

THE MAIL BAG

Stud"ents of
nrllitary prints

unifr:rms and. collectors of
can obiain four l-1x1\ inch

-)+-
picti:res of troops at Fort Michilimack-
lnae and Fort Mackinac from 1753 untif
1Bf2 " These are single figure d"ravings
accompanied. by a d.etail of a button from
the uniform" They are d.rawn in black line
by Dlrk Gr"inghuis and. colored. vith flat
vashes jn the style of the MILITARY U1\I-
I'ORMS IN AMERICA series. The units il-I-
ustrated. are the British 50ttr l'oot (Royat
Americans) tl6S, British King's Bttr, l'(15,
Artillery of i{ayners Legion, L796, and
American lst Regiment of Artillery, l8l-2.
A11 figures represent private soldiers.
The set sells for $1.00 from the Depart-
ment of Natura.I Rescurces, Publications
and Information Room, Sterren T. Mason
Bui.ld"ing, Lansing, Mlchigan, \8926 "

The Shaytown Road is belleved to have
taken its name from SMYTOhil{. Ephr:-am
Shay bought approximately ten acres in
the northwest corner of the southwest
quarter of Sect:-on 25 of Sunfield. Town-
ship, Eaton County, in 1871" This prop-
erty is bisected. by the Clintori Trail,
nov M50"

Mr. Shay buili a savmill on the prop-
erty which he operated pr"ior to his move
to Haring Township in Wexford. Coun'i;y 

"

A post of fice r,,ras established. Feb. 11 ,
.iBBO, dis-continued in 189h, re*es'bablish-
ed in t89B and" finallyr was d-iscontinued"
on Feb. 1\, 1901.

Balioon ascensions once speciaJ- attrac-
tions at summer resorts, eounty fairs,
Fourth of July celebrations and the like
norr are rare" Hov much d.id it cost?
Prof . Goldman and Miss Bele Ejd.r'ed. of
Grand. Rapid-s in the early ]900s advertised
ttThe Worldts Cha"rnplon Aeronau'Ls rr? and
"Kidtt McSharry, "The Youngest, Living Aer'-
onaut " " Their letterhead. noied- "fl-ying
rings, trapeze rope larld.errtt and a ttsailor
aet ln mld air." 'Ihe Professor wrote he
vould. give an ascension for "20 d.ollars
and expenses and we use a inflation" lie
d.orrrt tear up the grc.un , "

Hod.ags, ripple skippers and. tr"ee
squeeks may exist only i.n the I ore of the
Great Lakes area: but they have long been
cf interest tc those vno enjoy reading
about "things that gc bump iri the night."
Walker D. Wyman has publiskred. MJTHICAL
CREATIIRES 0F THE I{ORTH COLINTRY " A re-
prini of Wllllam T. Ccxrs FEAR-SOME CREA-
TURES 0F THE LUMBERWOODS, trrubr ished. in
L910, is included.


