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MESSAGE FROM THtr PRESIDENT

To the Membership: I wish to express my
sj-ncere appreciation of the honor you have
bestowed- upon me 1n selecting me to serve
as your presj-d"ent for the coming year.

The Society serves as the only organi-
zation to preserve and extend- the know-
led.ge of lansing area history. This ve
plan to d"o vith interesting and" informa-
tive programs.

AIso, f would like to appoint each
present member a "committee of one" to
seek out new members for our Society.
Many thanks to each of you, in advance, for
your acceptance of the appointment.

Jack T. Crosby, Sr.

BOARD MEETS

The executive board. met Wed.nesd"ay, JuIy
L6, L969, at the home of the presid-ent,
Jack T. Crosby, Sr., to decid,e on meeting
d-ates, suggest programs, assi-gn responsi_-
bilities and plan for another successful
year.

The follovlng dates, usually the third.
Tuesd.ay of each month, may be reserved- for
meetings:

September I/, L959
October 21, L969
November 18, L959
December, L969 - open d-ate for

Greenfield" ViJ.lage tour
January 20, L97O
February IJ, L97O
March IJ, L97O
April 21, L97O
May L), L97o

The program committee can report pro-
grams have been confirmed for your pi_eas-
ure on a variety of subjects. Dr. philip
Mason has graciously accepted. our invita-
tion to visit us i_n the spring. The Mid--
Michigan Genealogical- Society 1s pleased-
to plan another joint meeting.

Other programs includ.e Iansing as theconstitutional convention city, Great Iakes
Continued- Page 2

cojvm, COME, COME

Menrbers and. friend-s of the Historical Soci-
ety of Greater Iansing will meet at the

lansing Public Library
I^led.nesday, September fJ, L969

f:lo pm

"Historic Site Survey and. planni_ng
for Preservation"

A warm invitation is extend-ed to chairnen of
the historic site survey commj-ttees function-
ing in nearby counties, to l.ike societies and
associations, patriotic organizations, and
any interested- individ.ual.
Mr. ltlorman Smith of the Natural Resource
Department vill lead a panel of experts
includ-ing James A. Bryant, Department of
Commercel Richard tr'rank, tr'rank & Stein Associ_-
ates, Inc.; and Richard Lowery, Historical
Commission to discuss the survey and. be
available for questions.

NEhI OFFICERS TO StrRVE

The annual meeting hel-d- at the Lansing
Frb1ic Library on May 21, L)6) provided for
the election of officers. They are: Jack T.
Crosby, Sr,, Presid-ent; Mrs. Geneva Keb1er
Wiskemann, Vice-Presid.ent; Miss Mary McNeely,
Secretary-treasurer:

Trustees to serve two years are: Mrs.
Harley (Atice) Franks, Mrs. Helen Wallin,
Rlchard Hathavay and Eugene Wanger.

Trustees elected- in I95B serving through
this membership year: Mrs. Richard- S. porter,
Miss Virginla Ford-, Charles Leneweaver,
C. Roland Stebbins.

INVITATTON TO NMMSERSH]P BEADY NOW

The enclosed- invitation to membership is now
available for distrlbution to prospective members.

Please d"irect the names and ad.d.resses of ind.i-
viduals who may vish to join the Society to Mrs.
Richard- S. Porter, Membership Chairman, 430 Town-
send. St., Iansing, Michigan 48933.



BOARD MEETS Continued. from Page I
lighthouses, pclitical ephemera in the
light of hlstory, antiques, photographic
history, and. more.

Special tours are planned. for Charlton
Park, and. the Henry Ford. Museum and. Green-
fiel-d. Village at Dearborn"

Committee work vas assigned. to the
following chairmen:

Membership - Mrs" Richard. S" Porter
Program - Mrs. Geneva Kebler Wiskemann
Hospitality - Mr" & Mrs. Harley Franks
Legal Affairs - Eugene Wanger
Nevsletter - Mrs. Hel_en Wallin
Publicity -
Aud.it - Mrs. Jack (Gwen) Crosby
Special Events - Jack Crosby

Members are urged. to express your vishes
and. id.eas to the board. which serves you"
Volunteer your help to a committee chair-
man" This can be an outstand,ing year of
accomplishment and. enjoyment.

ME}4BERSHIP IS PAYABLE IN SE\ERAL
CATEGORTES 

"

Regular $:"oo
Associate (wi+.h the Historical
Society of Michigan) 1l-.00

Contributing 5 " OO

Organlzational 25.00
Life 100.00

Make your check payable to the Historical_
Society of Greater La.nsing, P.O" Box )11 ,
Larising, )+8903, today I

PRESERI/ATION FUNDS AILOCATED

Tventy-five states and Puerto Rlco ',,rilireceive their first grants of federal_
matching funds und.er the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966. Michigan?s amount
is $[,573.39" ]t vilt- be used in making
surveys and. id-entlfying historical , archae-
logical, and. architectural sites of signi-
ficance for the Naticnal- Register of
Historic places maintained by the National_
Park Service 

"

HELP PORT],AND, MTCHIGAN, CELEBRATE ITS
CENTENNIAL THROUGHOUT THE MONTH OF
SEPTEMBER.

-2-
RESEARCH ASSOCIATION TO BR]NG

JUL]AN BOND TO EAST LANS]NG

Julian Bond. vill- be guest speaker at the
Third Annual Avard.s Dinner of the Researeh
Association for Michiga:r Negro History, Inc.

The dynamic young legislator from Georgia
wil-l- receive a resolution of wel-comg and
tribute from the Michi.gan House of Repre-
sentatives.

Tvo honorees vill receirre award.s from
the Association at this year I s d.inner --
George W" Crockett, Jr", Jud.ge of Record.errs
Court I City of Detroit, and George Norman,
Detroit creator and exhlbitor of t'Bl-ack

Odysseyr" a rerri-ew of Afro-funerican history,
cul-ture and heritage.

This is the third time the James Langston
Hughes Award. in human relations has been
award.ed.. Nev this year is the Prior Foster
Award in ed,ucation" The titl-e honors a
former slave who came to Lenavee County in
1d4b and founded the Wood"stock Manual
Labor fnstitute, incorporated. in I-BI+B "for
instruction of persons of col-or arld- others,
in ancient or modern. J-angu,ages, or litera-
ture, and the arts a,nd sci-ences"t'

Members are invited" to lhe dinner at
Kellogg Center, Michigan State University,
Thursday evening, 7 pm, September 18, L969"
Reservations are $f.:0" Reply vith pay-
ment to the Association, )+09 W. Kalamazoo,
Lanslng, Michigan, )+8933, by September L?th,

PILGR]M CONGREGATiOIY,{L CHURCH

CELEBRATES TSth ANNIVERSARY

"Cou-rage, persel"erance, sacri-fice, arid
cocperatJ-on withstocd. the challenges of
obstruction, d.ifficulty,: fai,1ure, md
doubt " The d-eteinrrlned. group of Pilgrim
Chu:'ch pioneers succeed.ed." They reached
thei"r goal and. esta.bl-1shed. the Pilgrim
Congregatlonal- Church"r' This 1s the
beginning of a historieal- narr.a,tive
commemorating the 75th anniversary of
Pllgrim Congregational Church (Unitea
Church of Christ ) presented. by the
Board.s of Deacons and Deaconnesses and.
prepared- by Er"nest V" Blohm, member"
Copies of the publicaticn are arrailable
from the church office,

125 South Pennsylvania Avenue"



I,ANSING, THE CAPITAL OI' MICH]GAN
?lr r"We find the fol-lowing statistics in

relation to our village, in the "State
Journal ," vhich wil-l convey to our read.-
ers abroad. some ideas of our embryo
"city of the vood"tl

Through the politeness of L" S"
Warner, Esq", one of the Assessors and
Supervisor of this toram, ve harre been
enabfed. to gather t,he foll,oving particu-
lars relative to the population, build.-
ings and bu-si.ness of Lansrng:

Population L2t3
Chlld.ren between the years of

)+ and 18 31I
Frame build.ings 208
Steam saw mllls 2
Water saw mil-ls I
Capital lnvested in saw

mit-t-s $5,oOo
Lumber cut last year l_rr00r000
tr'louring mil-l-s I
Capital invested" in same $5,OOO
No" bbl-s. ffour manufactured.

last year f,000
Val-ue of good.s imported.

last year $3O,Ooo

This r,ritl appear surprising vhen we
state that tvo years ago there vas
hard.ly a stick cut in this place, and.
but one or two 1og shanties built for
resj-d^ences. It has been probably the
most rapid- gror^rbh kno-vrn in the history
of our country"

In ad"d.ition to vhat ls given aborre:
we would. state that ve have four large
and commod.ius hotelso one of which is
brick, (the Benton House,) luitt ly
Messrs" Bush, Thomas, Lee and. Peck,
cost about ten thousand. d.ollars 

"

The yillage is l-ocated. upon a high
and beautiful- table of land. upon the
banks of the Grand, River, surround.ed
by a body of l-and. unsurpassed. in the
unlon, for its fertility of soil-"

- PRIMITIVE EIPOUNDER, Lansing,
Michigan, VoI. VI, No" 10,
May 10, fB[9

-3-

ABOUT THE PRIMITIVE EXPOUNDER

'Ihis paper devoted. to +.he interests of
the Universalist d.enomination was first
published. in Ann Arbor, January l-1 , 1B)+3"
The second vol-ume was published, at Alpha -
delphia, a communistic village found.ed in
Kalamazoo County" Exta:rt copies of this
publication ind.icate that the office moved
to Jackson in IB)+5" Two years fater
J" H" Sa:rford" was ed-iting the paper in
Lansing. At times it appeared- as a veekly
and" a semi-mcnthIy" The first issue
marked. "Vol . VI , Lansing, Michigant' was
issued in January, 1B)+9. fn March of that
year the editor reported- 30 subscribers
in the city" Federal census sched"ules for
Lansing in 1Br0 enumerated two "newspapers
and period.ical-s"rt One was the Mjgh:tggn
State Jor;rnal- d.escribed. as nemoc-ratic in
politics" This weekly had a circulation
of 900" The other vas the Expounder
issued. semi-mcnl-.hly and. circulated. to
1600.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
July, 1968 - JuLy, L969

Credits
Bal-ance on hand
Local d"ues
State d.ues
Dinner
Gift
Auction

Debits
P" 0" Box rent
A&ETownCrier
Envelopes
Refreshments
c+ ^-^ ^uu4rrPD
Dinner
State d.u-es

Gift
Bank Charges

Bank Statement as of July Ist:
ruo. o r

-l-2.00 ( Check not
96.57

-12 " 00 ( Check not
$BL " 6z

-Miss

cleared. for P.O" Box)

cleared for state dues )

Mary McNeely, Treasurer

30"00
123.00

30"00
Bo"oo
10.00
93 "70

$s55 " ro

l_2 " 00
73.9'
11"12
r tr trrr) . ) )
l+6 

" 30
Bl">o
30"00
,"00
)' z c+. I )

$m"rz



MEMBERSHIP, AUGUST L, L959 - l+-

Clyd.e And.erson , Mrs " Glad.ys Ol d.s .And.erson,
Mrs. John Q" Ad.amson, Mr. and. Mz"s. Bernard
Ansley, Ernest Blohm, Mrs. Beulah Bock,
Mrs. Lorralne Bz'and.on, Edvin P, Brom,
Miss Evelyn Bumgarner, Mrs. Lyla A, Cavanaugh,
Mr. and Mrs" Ford. Ceasar, Robert K" Clark,
Mrs. Blanche Coggan, Mlss Mary Cook, Mr" and
Mrs" Jack T" Crosby, Sr", Mrs" Mann.ing Curry,
Carl Dalrympfe, Detroit Publ-ic Library,
Mrs" Thel-ma Dewey, Joseph Druse, Miss Charlotte
Dunneback, Chester Ell-ison, Mrs" Esther
Fassett, Doyle Fitzpatrick, Miss Virginia
Ford., Mrs. Richard C" Frank, Mr" and. Mrs"
harley I'ranks , John tr'uller, Mrs " Leo J "

Ilanson, Donald Hamaker, Richard. Hathavay,
Mr" and Mrs. Wa.Llace Higelmireo Mlss Margaret
Huston, Mrs " Ruby Jennlngs, Mad.l_son Kuhn,
Mrs. Fred. Krugero Charles H. Lawrence,
Charles Leneweaver, hil j-1-i-a,rn B " Ll.py4,. .Mar-
quette Coun.ty Historical Society, Tnc",
Philip Mason, Miss Marion McC1ench,
NIrs. Nellie McDanlel-, Miss Mary McNeely,
John Neufeld, Mr. and. Mrs. Charfes Parker,
Illss Jane Piatt, M::s. Richard. S" Porter,
Illiss Mary Ramos, Mrs. Howard" Rouse, Milton
Shav, Mrs" Richard Sleater, C" Rofand
Stebbins, Mr" and. Mrs" CarI Stensono
IUrs " Beatri ce Strar^r, Mrs . George Stucky ,
Irliss Virginia Summers, Jack Thompson,
Rajee Tobia, Ron Tu:.nei., Mrs" Hel-en Watlin,
NIrs. Marie Weyant, Mrs. W. T" Winegardner,
Dr. Ethel Williams, Mr" and Mz.s. George
Wiskemann, Eugene \{anger"

P.Iease notify us lf ycur add.ress
is changed. New maillng lists
are in progress 

"

-Membership Commlttee 
"

C]RCI,E THNSE DATES

Sept " 17 - Flrst meel,ing of neT,^r membership
year at the Larrsing Public Library.

Sept" 18 - Third" Annual- Ava::ds Dlnner,
Research Associat:-on for Michlgan Itlegro
Hi story , Inc " at Kel-l-ogg Cent er 

"

Sept" l9-2O - Annual Meeting, Historical
Soclety of Michigan, Mt. Pl_easant"

Oct" [ - Convention for Teachers of Michl-
gan History, Ann Arbor"

Oct" B-fO - Socieiy of American Archivlsts,
Mad.ison, Wisconsin"

Oct. 2\-25 - (Tentative) trticnlgan Museums
Conference.

T}M YIA-II- BAG

The Mail- Bag bulges some mon'uhs vith
queries. We can ansr/ner only a few in
this llmited space.

Where is Dr" Frank N. EU-iott, former
member and author of one of the Soeietyts
publications? Many of our read-ers krie'w
Frank d.uring his f,our years as curator of
history and professor of histcry at Michi-
gan State University" He morred- to nev
horizons at Columbi-a Unive:"sity; State
Unir-ersity of New York, College at Cort-
land,; and. has just terminated, three years
a,s vice p:'esid.ent of Hcfstra Unj-versity"
Augus-u I he became president of Rid.er
College, an i-nstitution with 6r000 stu-
d.ents at Trentcn, New Je:'sey. Best
vishes, Frank.

"Early History of Owosso" by lt4iss Adele
Ball of Owosso will be arrailable from the
Shiawassee County Hj"storical Society,
Box 2, Durancl, Michigan, \B)+29" Copies
will- be sent io a].l- schools zurd libraries
in the county and. to major research l-i-
braries 

"

An ind.ex to the history of Kala:nazoo
County as repo:'ted" in the Ga,zette since
1837 is underway. The vorE-ffi-elng done
from mici'ofilm copy by j-nmates of South-
ern Michigan Prison at Jaekson. Fini-shed.
copy will be avaiiabl-e to seay"chers i-n
the Kal-amazoo Public ivluseuin"

Three hit comedles and four popular
musicals completed, another successful-
year ai Tibbits Summer Theai"re 1n his-
toric Tibbetts Opera lJcuse in downtown
Col-dwaLer" The th.eai::e, bullt li"n l-882,
has been :lestored" and" -'Ls nolir a charming
)50 seat proscenium t,hea"ti'e vith ajr con-
d.itlonlng, horse shoe balcony, perfect
acor:sti cs and" d-ecorat-,lr-re ehand,el-ier
lx ohtt nc

BARRY COUNTY MUSEUM AT CHARLTCN PARK
SCHEDULED FOR V]SIT BY THE SOCIETY

Di.rector Harvey \rers1-ag a.nd. hi.s assoc-
:-ates in Barry County have velcomed many
visitcrs th.roughout the summer to the museum
originated in the Charlton col-lection.

Puffs of smoke efoud-ed. the area duri-ng
the three day steam thresher ral-ly a:rd the
muzzl-e loading gun shoot, " Vol-unteells are
cooperating in a hosting prograrno cleaning
items and vorking to some d.eg::ee in nearly
al.l aspeets of the museum operation.

Members of the Soclety plan to visit the
Park and. museum on a Saturd.ay in October"
Contact Presid.ent Crosby at 1135 N. Genesee
Drive, Lansing, )+89t5, for d.etails of the day"



HISTOR]CAL SOCIETY OF GREATER LANSING

P.0. BOX ,f5, Lansing

THE TOUR TO THE BARRY COUNTY MUSEUM, CHARLTON PARK,

HASTINGS, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, L969

1I: 00 A. M. on

Brlng a picnic l-unch and spend the day. Director
Harvey Verstag will conduct members through the
facility. If you need transportation or can offer
a ride, please call Charles Leneweaver, )+BIi-8133,
after 6: OO p.m.

CALL TO MEETING:

The Society welcomes you and your friends to a

presentation on antiques by Angus Cory, respected

authority a"nd" proprletor of "The Sign of the

Peacock. "

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1969, B:OO P.M.

GRAND LEDGE MICHIGAN NAT]ONAL BATK

corner of Bridge and. Jefferson Streets
parking in city l-ot at the rear

This is a joint meeting with the Eaton
County Historical Society.

IVEMBERSH]P IS AVA]LABLE IN A VARIETY OF CATEGORIES.

Encl-osed is $ for Membership in the Historical Society of
Greater Lansing, 1959-1970.

Regular . $ 3.00
Contributing. $ ,.00
Organizational. $ 25.00
Llfe. $roo. oo
Jolnt with Historicaf Society of Michigan $ ff.OO

NAME

ADDRESS

C]TY STATE ZIP

Make checks payable to the HistoricaJ. Society of
Greater Lansing and mail to P.0. Box 515, Lansing, Michigan.

TEI,EPHO],[E


