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LOCAL H]STORY ROOM OF I,ANSING PUBI,fC
L]BRARY TO OPEN APRTL 2oth

The opening of the Local History Room of
the Lansing Public Library, 401 Soutn Capitol
Avenue, Sunday, the twentieth d.ay of April,
nineteen hund"red- and sixty-nj-ne is a 1ong a-
waited. reality for area resj_d_ents, and. es-
pecially for our members.

fn the September, L96O, issue of the fown-
Cri.er, we reported members of the Loca1 His-
tory Committee of the lansing Board. of Ed-u-
cati.onrs Citi-zenrs Committee on Libraries
were at work stud,ying facititi_es, and pre-
paring reports on the need.s for an expanded-
Local History secti_on in the proposed- libra-
ry. Your soclety was represented by its
presid.ent, Geneva Kebler, Mr. and lvlrs.
Robert K. C1ark, Mi_ss Marlon McClench, Miss
Virginia Summers, John Brisbin, Birt Darling
and. Theod-ore G. Foster.

ft was not until October L96j that we re-
ported. that plans for the building were com-
pleted" and. contracts prepared-. The bid-s of
the early L95Os were- higher than fund.s aI-
lowed. at that time, and it vas d-eci-d-ed to
wait and bid. the room separately later.

In the meantime plans were revised-, calls
for d"onations of furnj-shings and money were
sent, and the local hlstory collection vaj_ted.
for suj-tabJ-e housing. In L96B progress on
the completion of a room was marked by the
appointment of a citizens cornmittee to ac-
quire furnishi.ngs to create a Victorian
parlor atmosphere of 1B5O-75.

During the months of vaiting the Society
voted. to place its collections under the
control- and care of the Library, and. items
were transferred- from temporary storage to
the Library.

The collections of the society are smal.l
in quantity, but form a nucleus for more
extensive hold-ings to come. These in-
clud.e the photographs, printed. ephemera,
pamphlets, and J-ike items accumulated- by
the fate James P. Edmond-s of this city.
Mr. XCmondsr daughter, Mrs. Amy E. Van
Noppen, thoughtfully provid.ed for the
preservation of his materials until the
Lansing Historical Society or its suc-
cessor should- provid-e a safe and" suitable

Continued- Page 2

THE SOCIETY PROUDLY PRESE]\TS:

Philip P. Mason

Archj-vist, authcr, scholar - and"
one of the found-ers of the Society

Dr. Mason has chosen to talk about
stagecoach and tavern d-ays in the
Great Lakes area, and the narra-
tives of early travelers.
Bring your friends. The date is

LOCAL HfSTORY CONFERENCE; Michigan in per-
spective, PROGRAM ANNOUNCED

The twelfth annual Loca1 History Confer-
ence wi.Il_ be held- Apri1 II, L2, at the McGregor
Memorlal Conference Center, Wayne State
University. The Friday sessj-ons vill feature
I{i}lis F. Dunbar, Professor of History,
Western Mlchigan University, talking on ,,A

New Look at Lewis Cass", and John Cumming,
Director of the Clarke Collection, Central
Michlgan University, who wi1J- speak on ,oCoI-
lecting the Materials of History.,, The 6:JO
pm d.i-nner session welcomes a former Detroit,
Miner Wine Thomas, Ass'istant Director of the
New York Histori-cal Association. His topic
is "Preservation of Craft Techniques." Con-
current sessions on Saturd.ay present Arthur
L. Johnson, Assi_stant Superintend-ent, Detroit
Board- of Education d-iscussing ',Teaching Negro
History in the h.rblic Schools;,, Rev. peter
Vand.er Lind.en reviewing, ,'Great Lakes Ship-
ping: Past and Present; " and Ken Stryker-
F.cd.d.a, Ed,itor, The New york Genealogical and
Biographical Record, talking on "Digging for
Ancestors in the Gard_en State.'r

The Archaeology Sectlon features Dr. Marian
E. Idhite, Dept. of Anthropotogy, State Unlver-
sity of Nev York. The Saturd-ay noon award-s
luncheon brings Charles H. Wesley, Exeeuti_ve
Di-rector, Association for Negro L:_fe ana Uis-
tory to d.iscuss "Wrlting Negro History."

sd.ay, Apri-l- 22, L959
J:JO pm, Parlor C

Lansi-ng Publie Library
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LOCAL HISTORY ROOM continued.
place for continued. preservaticn a:rd. dis-
play.

More photographs, scrapbooks, and. pro-
graJns were d.onated. by Theod.ore G" Foster
in L957 and, L959. Business record-s of
the Pioneer Grocery Store of Martin A"
Sveet in Macon, Cl-870s , were contributed.
by Mrs " A. D. Courtright in L956" Busi--
ness record.so social ephemera, Whitely
family history, scrapbooks and photographs
were recei.red from the estate of Mrs"
Nefl-le Zimmerman that same year.

The Society has not sol-lcited like
material-s relating to the history of the
Greater Lansing area because i.t lacked
proper facilities for storage and" ser-
viee. The col-lection: preservation and.
servicing of primary sources for research-
ers of the future is arr estab]lshed. and
aecepted responsibility of most alf his-
torieal agencies and societies. We urge
members to contribute to the continued. suc-
cess of the Libraryrs serrrice by d"onation
of materials, money aJld time"

The completed. room is a memorial- to the
l-ate Forest Parke, long an appreciative
patron, and. donor of fund.s.

I'ORTHCOM]NG CONFERENCES OT]']' OF MICHIGAN
The New York State Historieal- Associ-

ation has announced. that lts Seminars on
American Culture will- be held. June Z)-JuLy
l-2 in Cooperstovn, Nev York" The curricu-
l-um wil-l- includ.e eourses in history, folk
eul-ture, art, teehnoJ-ogy, museum techniques,
and. a vorkshop i-n early Amerlcan. spinning
techniques. For ln-formation write to Semi-
nars on Amerj"ean Cul-ture, Cocperstovn, Nev
York f3325"

A Conferenee on the History of the
Territories of the United States wil-l- be
sponsored" by the National Archives and" Re-
eords Servie e in the faf cf 1959 " Ad.d.r:ess
John Porter Bloom, Editor, Territorial.
Papers of the U"S., National-, Archives and
Record.s Service, General Services Adminis-
tration, Washi-ngton, D"C", 2O)+OB"

The 75th anniversary of the Genealogical
Society of the Chureh of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints, Inc", wiJ-.L be marked. by
a Diarnond Jubilee Ccnference--Worfd Confer-
ence on Record"s and. Seminar on Genealogy,
August 5-8, 1959, at SaIt Lake City, Utah.

The spring meeting of the narly Amei:ican
Ind.ustries Assoeiation, will be held May 23,
2\, ar:d- 2J, aL Old Saugus Iron }Iorks, Saugus,
Massachusetts" The March issue of THE CHRON-
ICLE offers prograrn detail-s.

HANDBROOK FOR HISTOR]C S]TE SUR\TEY
TO AfD ]N COLI,ECTTON OF DATA

Michiganrs hi-storlcal agencies, State c1e-
partments, and interested. cltizens have be-
gun to coflect information for the inventory
of aJ-J. sites of historical significance within
the state" This ls a cor-rnterpart of the na-
tionvid"e effort to expand. the J-ist of pro-
perties in the National Register, maintained
by the Secretary of the fnterior" Less than
one thousarrd. ai'e inelud.ed. in thls compilation
of al-} d"istrj"cts , sites, build.ings, struc-
tures, and objects signlflcant to American
history"

The Nationaf Hlstori"c Preservation Act of
L955 aimed for an expand.ed. National Register,
protection for sites of historical signifi-
caJrce, arld, eoord.ination of state activities
relevant to the new law. Early ln 1p58,
Governor Romney appolnted the Direetor of
the Natural Resources Department as l-iaison
officer" An interagency task force was formF
ed. to coord.inate activities of the state d.e-
partments concerned- and. work on the Michigan
Historical- Commlssions site survey vas accel-
erated." Since 1955 the Commission has main-
tained" a register of properties of historicaf
significance found, within the state"

Publ-lcation of the resul-ts of the state-
vi-d.e survey vilI enable state and focal-
planners to become aware of significant sites
and. to provide for them in d.eveloping high-
ways, urban reneval progralns and. zoning or-
d.inances " Assembled data may prove of value

THE MAILBAG

To our member reporting the old photo-
graph on glass:

The decl-ine of the daguerreotype begarr
in the summer of IBr)+ after Cutting and Rehn
invented. the ambrotype" This process pro-
d.uced. a photographlc negative on glass whieh
gave a positive lmage r^rhen backed. by some-
thing bl-ack--wax, pain+., paper, cloth.

Ambrotypes were mad,e in the same slzes as
d.aguerreotypes and. were mad.e r^rith the same
type of mats , cases, etc " They were simpler
and" cheaper than the fleeting image of the
d"aguerreotype and. soon gained. great popularity.

!,Ie suggest The American Museum of Photo-
graphy's Cqltrqglsrls Guid"e !g Arngg_q_q& Photo-
grsph by Louis W. Sipley for more information.

to future st Ameriean scene.
The Michj.gan Historic Site Surrrey"ll

Survey Hapd"bqo]r was i-ssued. as Information
Bull-etin number 7 by -r,he Michigan Office of
P-']-anning Cooz:'d.1nation, Bureau of Pl.anning and
Program Development, Exeeutive Office of the
Governor, i-n December, 1958.
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Forthcoming prograrns feature
Schiffer, author and. col-l-ector
Chester, Pennsylvania, on April

RANDOI,PH ROGERS I ZACHAR.IA}I CHANDIER IN
THE }4SU ART COLLECT]ON

A marble hust, in Neo-Classic style, of
the prominenl ni"neteenth-century- -tr4ichigan
politicia,n, Za,ehariah Cha"nd"fer, vlas ac-
quired, by +.he Kresge Art Cetner, Michigan
State University, in L968. The bust sign-
ed; Rand.olph Rogers, Roma, is the subject
of a researeh study by Janet Elizabeth
Balla in the firesge Art Center Bulletin,
April, L969 (Volume II, No" 7)"

Henry Ford Museum Antlques Lectures
Attracts Greater Lansing Colleetors

The Henry Ford. Museum Antiques Lectures
d.uring the past sixteen years has brought
to Michigan nearly a hund.red authorlties
in various field.s of American studies " The
Series is known as the foremost progra,m of
its type in the midvest.

NOTES FROM NEIGHBORING SOC]T]ES
The April .L5, t969 meetirtg ,of 'the ,Vermont-

vill-e Historical Society at Maplewood School
vill- feature Douglas Meyers, MSU graduate
stud.ent, who lrill- talk on ttlnitial Occupance
Imprint as Evid"ent in the Present Cul-tural
Landscape of Vermontvill-e"" Photographs and
maps vi11 be d.isplayed." A potl-uck supper
precedes the program at 7 pm.

The Shiavassee County Historical Society
reports progress in moving the cabin so
familiar to Ovosso visitors and residents to
a site near the "Curwoocl Castl-e.rt Society
researchers believe the site on the river i-s
very near the original l-ocal of the cabin.
Pl-ans are also in progress for a centennial
cel-ebration in Corwrna. The Society ls cur-
rently searching for information about
Andrev Parsons, lieutenant governor of Mich-
igan, 1813-185)+1 regent of the University of
Michigan, 1Br2-l-8))+; acting-governor,tSr3-)+;
and. representative from Shiavassee County,
185r. The Society hopes to place a histor-
ical marker in Corr.rnna vhere he is buried.
Governor Parsons came to office when Gov-
ernor McClel-l-and. vas appointed Secretary of
the Interior in March, 1853.

Our best wishes for success to the newly
formed. Bay County Genealogical Society.
Mrs. Kenneth Barnt, R#I, Essexville, Mich-
igan, h8732, serves as secretary.

The Mid.-Michigan Genealogical Society
offers Death and. Marriage Items Reported in
the Lanilng State Republican, -]92L!86O.,
compiled by Dr. Joseph Druse. Al-1 publica-
tions of the Society are free to members and.
avaifable to non-members for $2,

Presid.ent Russel-f Warner annouaces that
PoLt List for 1879, Walsingha,n Township,
Norfolk Corxrty, Ontario, compiled. by Mrs.
K. J. Harvey, will be ready soon.

IN PRINT
Mrs" Helen WaLl-inrs revised" and ed.ited.

version of 'rMaple River or Iry Motherrs
Family" by Carrle Purdy Cook appears in
Michigan Heritage, VoI. X, No. 2 (Winter,
1e68).

RECENT ADD]IIONS TO RESEARCH SOURCES

I'OR THE HISTORIAN
The Labor History Archives of Wayne State

University announces the acquisition of the
files of the Civll Rights Congress of Michi-
Ban, 1935 -L9r\; files from affiliates of the
American Fed.eration of Teachers and the
Nation Education Associatlon; papers of
Arthur Eld.er, vice-president of the American
Federation of Teachers and. president of the
Michigan and Detroit federations; and files
of the Association of Catholie Trade Unlon-
ists, Detroit Chapter.

Herbert
from West
tl, Lg6g,

talklng on "The Quakers.tr

Seminar for Historicaf Agencies and. Museums
at Salt Lake City, Fall, L959.

The Arnerican Association for State and
Local- History nith associates in Utah and.
vith the support of the Natlonal- Endowment
for the Hunanities announces a Seminar on
the Ad:ninlstration of Historlcal Agencies and
Muser:rns, September )+-t9 , L959, in Salt Lake
City, Utah"

The sixt"een-day eourse will incl-ude l-ec-
tures, field trips, afld informal d"iscussion"
Fellowships eovering transportation ana $ZZ,
for lod.gings and. meafs are avail-abl-e for a
maximum of twenty persons professionally em-
ployed. in a historical soeiety, agency, or
museum" Deadfine for receipt of applications
ls May 11. Further information is available
from the Assocj"ation, 132 Ninth Avenue Northo
Nashvilfe, Tennessee, 37203"

NATIONAI, ARCHI\TES ]NII]ATES NEW MICROT']LM
PIJBLICATION

The National Arehives and Becord.s Service
announees the mierofi.lm publieation of Revol-
utionary War pensicn and bounty land. appliea-
ti.on fil-es " These filmed records wlll- be
avalLable to genealogical and" researeh li-
brari"es" fhe prouJect ls expeeted" to take
four years to complete" Resulting publications
are a part of the Natj-ona] Archives contribu-

itect from Pltts ,?enn" wil-l speak
May 16, L969 on "The Rappites at 01d. Eeon-
orqy, Ambrid.ge, Penn. AlI programs Frid.ay
evening, 8:30 pm, Museurn Theater.

!:-on ro rhe roruhcomrns brffi
Revol-utionary War 

"



- )+-

HELP NEEDED TO COMPLETE CEMETERY SURVEY
tr'or" the past year -t"he State Cemetery

Commj-ssicn has attemped. to id"entify and
classify all- the cemeterj-es 1n the state
of Miehiga.n" This has been aecomplished-
through correspond.enee with townshi.p clerks 

"

Upon further j"nvestigation we have d.iscov-
ered- that many of the township eJ-erks neg-
l-ected. to j.nform us of aband.oned., historical
or non-operating cemeteries. We vould. ap-
preci-ate any information that you eould.
supply us with as to the id.enti"ty, location,
and" giving us brief background.s on these
cemeteries that are no J-onger used," Pl-ease
ad.d.ress any information to the State Cemetery
Commissj-on, lth floor Mason Build.ing, Lansi-ng,
Michlgan )+Bgz5.

SOAP

"In the eity, I bel-ieve, it is better to
exchange ashes and. g::ease for soap; but in
the eounty, I am certain, jt is good. econ-
oqy to make onets own soap" If you burn
vood., you can make your own lye; but the
ashes of eoal is not worth mueh. Bore
small holes in the bcttom of a barrel,
place four brieks around", and fil-I the
barrel- with ashes " l,Iet the ashes weIJ-, but
not enough to drop; l-et lt scak thus three
or four days; then pour a ga1lcn of water
in every hour oz' twe, for a day or more,
and l-et it d.rop j-nlo a pail or tub beneath"
Keep it d.ripping tl}l- the col-or of the 1ye
shor^rs th.e strength i-s exhausted." If your
1ye ls not strong enough, VCU must fiff
your barrel with fresh ashes, and. l-et the
lye run through it. Some peopfe take a
barrel without any bottom, and lay stieks
and. straw across to prerrent the ashes from
falling through. To make a bar:'el- of soap,
it vil-l- require about five or si"x bushels
of ashes, with a',, feast four quarts of r:n-
slacked. stone J-ime; if slacked. d.ouble th.e
quantlty 

"

" ".Three pourrd.s of g:'ease shoul-d be
put into a pai"lful of lye. The great dlf-
ficulty in maklng soap 'eomer ori"ginates
in want of jud.gment abcut the st,rength of
the lye" One rule may be safely trusted--
If your lye will bear up an egg, or a po-
tato, so that you can see a pieee of the
surface as big as ninepence, it is just
strong enough. . ".llhen the soap beeomes
thick and ropy, carry lt d.ovn d.el-lar in
pails and. empty it into a barrel"rr

-The Amerj"ean tr'rugal Housewife
Dedicated to Those l{ho Are Not
Ashamed" cf Eeonomy" By Mrs"
ChiId." Boston : Garter, Hend.ee ,
and. Co. , tB3)+ "

FROM THE COLTECTOR'S.CONTISN
The library of one of our members incl-udes

sef.ected. newspapers from this area" A brief
Iook alerts the read,er to a journafistic
style no longer read and ad.vertising which is
more humor than selling"

Among the items seen this evening is the
Cl-lnton E*p{e"q, published, in De}trltt, ln Sept.
185S. The quote beneath the banner is "Where
liberty dwel-Is, there is my country"" "A
11ve paper makes a live to'rrn" aecording to
the l-ead. of an issue of the Cl-lnton gnd
Shiavassee Union published in Ovid., in l-BBr.
Ana :"t "ostlffi-cer.ts I A few more issues of
the Ingllam Herald publi-shed. at Mason in fB)+,
offered. I ittle local news except for ad.ver-
tisements.

The Ingha{q Democrat was pub}ished every
Mond.ay morning at Mason. The l-B)+7 issues
are particulary of interest since that is
the year the Capitol- was established. ln what
was to become Lansing. Here are share a fev
notes for your enjoyment:

"People wishlng l-ocatlons or work at Mieh-
igan, may call upon J.H. Kil-born and Geo. W"

Peck, agents respeetively of the proprietors
cf Lower and Upper Villages " 

I'

,I" W" Phelps, t'Sec'y of Ing. Co" Med.tl.
Soeryr" announeed. a meetrlng in forthcoming
June d.ue to ttmateriaf alterationsrt" " "ttmade in
the statues i.n y'eJ.ation to med-ical societies
and med.ical pra:tice r" " " . .

"There vilf be a Donation Party at the
house of Rev. trrim" Fox, in the vill-age of
Mason, on Thursday, the 13th d.ay of May next"
Al-l- eitizen-s who feel fri-endly are respeet-
fully invited. to attend"rr

TANDS IN THE TOWN

OF IjNSING FOR

SATE ::
The subserlber offe::s for sal-e the follorn'ing
LANDS, in the town of LANSING, now Miehigan:

The Capit"ol of the State, vi-21
I\Iorth. East Quar+u€-:i of See in 22, L5O acres
Ncrth Half of Sec" 2)+, and" Easl,
Frae 'n ef N"E" Qr. and S.E" 6tO'-, rr

Qr, and. S. Fr" S" W"Q" See.l-3
These tands are al]. vithin three miles of

th.e eentr"e of town, and. Seymourrs mill , The
terms wil-I be 20 per e ent d,ovn, and. the baf-
ance on a credi+. of one, two, three, four,
and. fiire years. nnquire of the Subscriber at
Detroit, Detroit, March 18, 1B)+7" Geo. C, Bates

COFIES OF VITAL RECORDS CCST MORN

Copy of official reeord"s availabfe from the
Department of Publj-c Heal,th, Lanslng, now eost
$2. The Department remi-nds that recent
legi-slation boosr.ed. the fee from $f " to $2"
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HISTOR ICAL SOCIETY OF GREATER LANS ING

P.0, Box 5l 5, Lansi ng, Mi chigan

PLANS FOR THE DAY

i"1EMBERS AND FRIENDS: you are invited to an old-fashioned
picnic, Saturday, June ?\. (rain date June 28) starting
at 4 pm, at the Wiskemann/?1?^,5580 State Road, Lansing.

4 p* - Meet for visit, cards, bal l, etc.
5 p* - Supper. Bring service and dish to pass.

Beverages furni shed.

7 pm - Auction. Bring any items, old and new, big orsmall. All proceeds donated to the Societv.
Items to be sold should be at the farm by 5t3A.
Need heip? Cal I I\t 4-0607

Later - Show of fashions from the past by nembers.

I-etrs irave a gcoo tirr:el
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