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NOTED GENEALCGIST TO SPEAK

Family history enthusiasts and research-
ers who have long benefited- from the educa-
tional and editorial work of Miss Lucy
Mary Kellogg welcome her as speaker on
Erol-'rrro-.' OD! UUf UUl J LL.

February, L96B

NOTICE OF IEET]NG

The Society is pleaseci to join lrith
members of the Mid.-Michlgan Genea-
Iogical Society in a program devot-
ed. to family history.

"SEARCH A1VD SHARE''
by Lucy Mary Kellogg

Thursday, February 22, L95B
at f :30 P.M. at the YWCA.
2IJ Townsend Street, Lansing.

AURELIUS CHURCH CEIEBMTES CEIUENNIAL
Centennlal Sund.ay, November 12, L957, was

celebrated by an all day program of music,
c.hurch hi-story, reminj_scences by former
pastors and guest speakers. About lJl per-
sons attend.ed the turkey di_nner fotlowing
the regular morning servlce., accordi-ng to
Mrs. Lenore navis, general chairman of the
observance. The day closed- with a recep-
tion and. benediction by tr'red-erick p. Raft,
pastor.

It was one hundred and four vears ago on
May 1, fB47 ttrat the Aurelius Blptrst Church
was officially organized. wj-th eleven members.
The list of charter members includes many
names still familiar in the community. For
several years worship'services were held- in
the Barnes School and" other schools in the
neighborhood-. The present church building
at \\29 Barnes Road, Mason, was erected.
durlng 1B5J and- vas dedicated on October l
of that year. Rev. Gunderson was pastor.

Personal affairs and the health of indi-
vid-uals seemed- to be a concern of the church
in d.ays long ago. One entry made by the church
clerk stated_ that, "i,/e called on Brother _,and found. him in a state of mind. " Regular
vlsits were mad-e on ailing and va;rward. mem-
bers in an effort to cheer them and bring
them back to the "straight and. narrow.,'

Actions that are not regard.ed as sj-ns to-
day vould- have resulted in d.ismj-ssal from
the church of the last century. Actions not
cond-oned" vere gossiping, unfair d-ealings,
profanity and. d-ancing. Occasi-onally a mem-
ber vas guiltv and the r,rord- "d_ismissed-" vas
written on the roll.

19521- Iter publiaations i.nclude 24 u.rii"f""
for the no\.ice, in a series entitled_, "Aletter to Jenny Hunterr', in the DSGR Mag-
azine: "A Guid-e to Ancestral Trails in-
MIEfrgan, " published as an append-ix in the
IB3O Federal Census: Territory of Michigan,
and. currently, "John Willoughby of Goshen
Conn.r" also in IISGR Magazine.

In addition to nurnerous r,rorkshops in
Michigan she has taught at the Seminars of
American Culture in Cooperstown, N.y.,
L96O, and assisted with similar seminars
at New England Historical and Genealogical
Society, L)5J and L955.

A graduate of the L)JZ lnstitute for
Genealoglcal Research in Washington, Miss
Kellogg has been a Certified Genealogist
for almost I years. She serves the Board_
for Certifj-cation of Genealogists, I^Iash-
inofnr Tl fa

fnvitations are extended" to alt in-
terested- friends to come.

JO]N US T'OR SUPPER

The February program vill be preced-ed
by a "Box Supper" from the food servi-ces
of the Lansing YWCA. The menu includ-es
frled chicken, potato salad, bean reli-sh,
fruit, d-essert, rolls and coffee. Time:
5: JO at the YI^/CA. Price : g2 . )O .

Pa1,:nent is requlred received no later
than February 19. Please make checklr
money ord-er payable to the Historical
Society of Greater lansing and. direct to
P.O. Box lll, Iansing.



MER]DTAN-BASE LINE H]STORIC S]TE

The TALBERT AND LEOTA ABRAMS FOUNDATfON,
Lansing, harrs provided frrnds for the pur-
chase of fand-s offered. by Ingham County
Road. Commissj,on, Jackson County Road. Com-
missi-on, and lhe Burton Abstract and Titl-e
Company of Jaekson; and an easement for road
use from the Consumers Power Company of
Jackson.

The gift of 1and, money, and development
was aceepted. by +,he Conservation Commission
at its Decembez' i-p57 meeting. ft was ded.i-
ca1;ed as the Meridian-Base Line Historic
Sit.e.

The hi stcri ral r,al .le of j he s uarting points
for alL surtrreys in Michigan ha,s _l-ong been
recognrzed." The financial and personal
support cf the Abr"ams Fcr-6flsfien has sot:l--
d.ified this interest by the offer of funds
fo:r the purchase of 55" f5 acres and for an
additional sum of $fO,O0O.O0 for adequate
morrr-mentation. cf the two su-rvey points.

The site j.s a mem:rial cf the survey met-
ho<ls and ear-]-y history of the Terri+.or:y and
State of Mlchigan. ft is th.e uniquely Am-
er:j,.can rectangula,r method, as ccneeived. by
the Con.tinental." Ceng:ess in ITB\" The North-
vest Ord"inance of 1787 gen-^rally d.efined.
f.he Great Lakes States in,:Iuded in this
area, and. vith subsequ-ent statutes, defined
the r"u.les cf survey and basis for sal-e of
the land" in lhese te,rritories or states 

"

The sur:vey of the Territory of Michigan
began prior to statehood" lrnd.er surl.ey con-
tra.ts of Ap.11 18rh and 28tn, 181r" The
orders specified, that a prime Michigan Mer-
idlan be estahlished, alcng the west sid.e cf

and" recently r:ed.ed- fr.om the Pottawatomi,
Miami, Chippewa, and Oltawa fndians, by ex-
tension of a l-.ine due north from Fort De-
finance, Ohio" This Merid.ian Line was to
be intersected by an east-vest base line
arbitrarily Located from a point north of
De1,roit. The ea,st ba,se l-ine was pr.omptly
surveyed, followed in 182)+ by survey
thr:ough fcr"mer Indian Territory of the west
base fine. Differences in the date of su-r-
vey are primarily acccuntable for the off-
se1; along the Meridia,n of the two base
f ines , the initial- point for the west base
Iirre beine T "97 chains oy 935. BB feet south
of the point of suryey for the east base
Jine.
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The survey of the Mericlian Line runs 33Lrla
mil-es from a point near trfaldron a.nd. the Ohio
1in-^ to the fn.ternational Linr^ near. Sault
Ste" Marie. The L72 3/4 miles of the two
base lines fol-lows Eight Mi.le Road and the
north Detroit City limits and r.uns from Lake
St" Clair to Lake Michigan at a polnt near
South Haven.

Both the Meri-dian and the base lines vere
surveyed- durin"g the period from 1815 to 1B)+0,
at contract costs of $3.00 to $L.Z: per mile
af o rrvrr^.'vf rur veJ .

The plan of use and development prepared
for this site by the Pai:ks Dirrision cf the
Conservation Depar.tment, cal.}s essenti-al1_y
fo:' use of the two access strips from
Merldian and Ter::itorial roads to a centra.l
parking lot near the area of monumentation
and d.isplay, with foot-trail and land.scap-
ing use of the spokes extending from th*^
two lnitial sur"vey points " The concept in
use is that of a historic site.

Proceed.ings. Department of Conser\ra-
taon, Decemoer 6, I9C,(

MORE MSU H;STORY

Down the hill abcut l-25 yarCs fr"cm Beau-
mont Tower there is a cement ma.rker set
flr:sh vith grcund whi ch reads : N. E. Corn /
Saints' Rest lgui-t t -tB55lnrirnedJ Dec. p ,
1875" This spot was the beginning of the
Division r:f Do::mitories an d. Food Se::r.i :es
at Michigan State Unlrreysil, 

"

A seri-es on the hist.cry of t,he Diwision
of Dormitories and" Focd. Services at Mich-
igan State University, writt-^n by Jack
Thompson, fir"st appeared in the 1965-65
issues of Se:"ving S!.!q, a division pape.r"
ed-i Led by Judi th Balesi<y.

Mr " Thomps on , a membe:: of th.e S oci ety ,
reports that a lim.ited" nlmber cf Se{vr4g
State fo_r. I09 Yee{s , a reprint of the
series, is avaifabl-e on. requ.est to him,
150 Steven T. Mason Hall, M"S"U" East
Lansing, LBB23.

A. B" & T. BOOKLET AVA]LABLE
The anniversary bookfet prod.uced. by the

American Bank & Trust of Lansing will be
available to members attending the February
22 meeti"ng. Our thanks to A"B. & T. for this
gratious gift.



NEIGHBORING SOC]ETIES ELECT OFFICERS

The Eaton Couar.y Historical Soclety be-
gan l-958 vith the election of officers"
They are Mr. Claude Burton, Bellevue,
president; Mr. Russell Brunger, Grand"
Ledge, lst vice president; Mr. Stuart
Graham, Charlotte , Znd. vice president,
and Mrs. Fred Bohn, secretary.

The Vermontvi-lle Historical Soeiety re-
ports continued enthusiasm for locaI pro-
jects and electicn of offieers. New off-
icers are: Mr"s. DeIr/ayne Wright, president I
Mr" Rohert Chi ld.s , vi ce presi dent ; Mrs .

Kenyon Peabody, secretary-treasurer; Miss
Esther Shepard, prograln chairman; Rev.
Leonar"d" Maund.er, publici.ty chairman.

A wa,rm inrritation is extended to alt to
attend, meetings and take part in activities.

This soei-ety extends best wishes for a
successful_ nev year"

CHURCH CENTENN]AL CELEBRATED

St. Maryrs Cathol-je Ch-u:"ch in Charlotte
is preparing for an obserrrance cf one
hundr-^d" years of establishment"

The flrst church was held in homes
pri.or to a formal build.ing" The present
chureh has been used. by the congregation
for the past serrenty-fir,re y-aars.

Members are sraarching for photographs ,
I el;ters and. al] sources cf history in
preparation for the cetebr"ation and a
puhlication. Readers who ean help are
urged. to write M:"s. Roger Nelson, R #3,
Charlotte, )+8813.

MSU STUDENT COMPTLES ]NFORMAT]ON
ON M]CH]G,{N IN THE MEXICAN WAR, 1BL7-)+B

Mich:Lgen in the Mexjc.an l,{ar, a compil-
ation of enlistmen.t papers of fifty-one
volunteer scl-d.iers from the State of
l'{ichigan, is nov arrai lable from Ri.chard.
\,i " trrleleh. Mr. liel_ch is a Michigan State
Un,':rre::si-ty stud"ent residing ln Durand.

The informati.on inc.lud.es the soldlerrs
full- name: age at tjme of enfistment,
plerce of birth and" occupation at time of
en-Listment. The publication is based
on orjginal record"s in the Michigan
Histori ca1 Commis-*i on Archives 

"

)
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WANTED: ANY INFORMATION ON CAMP MEETINGS
in the State of Michigan, especial.1y so-

called "holiness" camp-meetings, such. as the
ones at Eaton Rapid.s and Bomeo.

Dr" Del-bert Rose, a Michiganian now in
Kentucky is i,rriting a histcry of the "hofi-
ness movementtt in America, and need.s any in-
formation availabte on this "Method.isti_c"
movement 

"

fnformati-on on the Mlchigan State Hol-i-
ness Associationrs activities (or. its coranty
auxil-iaries ) , are especially ser-rg[t-. A
publication, The_ 4ichigan Hol-inesq Record..,
begun in Grand Rapids during the lBBOs and
edited by Rev. S" B. Shav is also subject
of search"

Tf you have, or know of, significar:,t
materials please vrite Dr. Delbert R"
Rose, 307 North l,{alnut St:reet, I{iImore,
Kentucky , )+0390.

MID-MICHIGAN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
IN]TIATES SECOND YEAR OF OPEBAT]ON

The Mld--Michigan Genealogiea1 Soeiety
was inccrpot"ated. in Janu.ary, L967, to pr:e-
serve genealogical reeords, incourage and
assist in the col".lection r:f fam:l Ly history,
contribute to estabfi"shed col-fections a,nd,
make informati-on available to others rri.a
publi cation "

During the fiz'st year the m.embe:"ship of
51 has enjoyed prograrns offering knowledge
of the research collections a.vai_l_able in
the Lansing area; the preservatlcn, eare
e,nd use of manuscripts , r^are books and
ieonographic materials ; and techni.ques
of research.

For information abor-rt ptogralrrs and forth-
coming publicatlon-q contact: Mrs " E, M.
Dickinson, Sec::etary, )28 Charl-es Street,
East Lansing, l+8823.

LABOR HISTORY PROVES EXC]T]NG
SUBJECT OF JNUARY T4EET]NG

Dr. Phi.lip P" Mason!s knowledgable pre-
sentatlon of information about the Labo:"
History Archives of Wayne State Unlrrer.sjty
was receirred wlth keen interest and en-
thusiasm ly )+O members last January 18.

Prior to this few of our: members trr-^re a-
ware of the more than ll--mill_ion items rela-
ting to labor and the g::owth of j_nd.ust,-r:ia1
unions in the U.S" , and +.,he eomprtteri_zed re-
trieval techniqrres employ-^d. to ser..re re-
searchers.



FROM CLINTON COUNTY, M]CHfGAN
T0 ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS, ]B57

The tovn of Generra, Allen County, Kan-
sas is almost a ghost town tod.ay, but it
played a major role in that countyts
early settlement and growth. According
to an artj-cle in the Iola Daily Register,
Io1a, Kansas, two brothers who are for-
mer members of the Geneva Commr.rnity have
const"ructed a scal-e model of the Academy
which served resid.ents as a center for
ed.ucational-, religious and. social l-ife.

A hlstory of Generra and- the Academy
d.oes eyen more to enhance the model.

"The tor,rn vas establ-ished. in the
. - - at--spi'ing of'Ld5to wh.en a committee from St.

Johns, Michigan, came to the new tei.ri.-
tory rto find a location vhere a settle-
ment cou'l d be founded by men who wanted-
to assist in counteracting and d,efeating
the nefarious attempt then being made to
spr:ead. the curse of slavery over the
v'jrgin soil- of Kansas.t

"They decided on the tdi:rider between
Ma::t,in and the fndi-an cl.eeks in the north-
vest part of the coun.ty" They were fol-
for,red- by the friends vho had sent them.
The earlies-'- settlers includ,ed. Deacon
E . Fi sk , the Rer,r. G. S . Northrup , Dr. B.
G" Stcne, J^ H. Spice, J. M. Mattcon, J.
C" Redfield", Hiram Moore, C. Holman,
George Ess-o, -s. T" Jones, G" llaite, Mer-
::itt Moore, and E. J. Brinkerhoff . "

Organization. of a Sunday school, a
plilce for public worship and- a common
s choof r.rere arnong the fi rst concerns of
the new settlers" Being of many faiths,
they a,greed on a Congz'egational Church.
It vas th-^ first to be formally estab-
l-ished. ln the county in fB5B. Rerr.
Gi"ii-ert Northrup, one of the most ener-
ge-;ic workers of the commulity, served
as first pastor. He vas also chiefly
responsible for erection of the Academy"

The article continu.es: "".Less than a
fourth cf th-^ expected 300 families
migrated from Michigan and the East.
I{ar amd. drought interferred. It wd,sn't
un-1,11 the summer of t867, a,fter many
false starts, that a buildlng was final-
ly erect,ed on ground. belonging to the
Pre.sbyterian Chr:rch and launched as an
institution of hlgher education""

- )+-

Later the Academy revert-^d to the Church
and was used for servlces for more than
(A rr^orc
)v J vql o 6

This item was brought to our attention
by Mrs. J. D. \{eflfa,re of Lansi.ng"

MSLH ANNOUNCES GRANTS

The American Asscclati cn for State and
Local History has ::eceived twc grants from
the National End.ownent for the Humanities
in support of the wor"k cf historieal scc-
ieties and museums" The two grants tota,I-
ine $50,OOO will be used in 1958 to support
ed.ucational programs for staff m*^mbers of
historical- societies and museuros. The
other will suppcrt a major study of t,he
frnancial status of the nati.on'-q hi siori -
caI organizations.

Educational pr"ograms wr l- include a one-
veek seminar on h.istori cal puhlications , a
two-week seminar on exhibit techni.ques for
history museums and historic sites, and. a
three-week seminar on the adminlstration of
historical socieites and museums" Dates wil]
be announced l-ater.

The American. Assccralion for St.at.e and
Local History is a pr"ivate, non-prcfit educ-
ational organization founded in 19[0. f+'s
membership includes both jndlviduals and
historical- societies arrd agencies engaged in
the coflection, preserr/ati:cn and interpret-
ation cf state and loca1j z-^d h.istory th.ror-rgh
museums , libraries , archives : histcr:: sites ,
publications and. other kind.s of programs.
It has maintainecl its nationa,l headquar"te::s
in Nashville, Tennessee, since L96\ William
T. Ald"erson is directo::.

SEMINARS ON AYIERICA]{ CIJI,TUFN PLA.}TNED

The New Yo::k State Histori cal Associ at,i on
announces the 2l-st annual Semi.nar-q on Am-
erican Culture at Cooperstown, New York,
June 3O-July 13, L968.

fwefve courses in the humanitres-History-
American Fol-k Culture-Art-Fronti.e:' Technology-
Museum Techniques -and more - inclr:ding
Workshops in EarJ-y American Crafts a,re
offered" A distingu--=rsired- faculty d.rar^rn
from universltjes a,nd, mu"seums throughout the
United States vill teach cl-asses held in.
hi.storic Fen.nimore House a,nd the Farmerrs
Museum" A complete brochur*^ describing
each course in detall r^riL.l. be sent in March.
For information write Seminars, NYSHA,
CoopersLown, New York l-T26


