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MEET YOUR VICE-PRESIDEI\]'I, CARL THOR STENSON

Thor vas born in Covington, Michigan, Feb-
ruary 2J, L902. Graduated- from LrAnse High
School in L9L9; attend-ed. Normal School- at
Marquette two terms, receiving a teacherst
certificate and taught two years in a one-
room school at Covington.
He attend.ed- Western Michigan University re-
ceiving his A.B. degree in 1!28, taught at
Pierson, Michigan, became principal of
School for the BJ-ind in Iansing, taught at
River Rouge High School.
fn l!ll, he marrj-ed (Margaret) Pauline Rob-
inson. in Iansing. In lpll, he took a Civil
Service examination receiving an appoint-
ment f::om the Office of Ind.ian Affai-rs to
teach riorth of Berring Straits at Shish-
maref, Alaska. He was there from 1933-37.
He then took a yearrs educational l-eave
froru L)J'l-38 and attend"ed- the University
of Michigan receiving his M.A. d-egree.
His vife received. her B.A. d.egree at that
ti-me.

They returned- to Nome, Alaska and taught at
Katzebue, Wainwright, and Klovack for over
a period, of ten years. In I!4! they took
another yearrs leave visiting friend.s and
relatives then spent !] months in the
Scand-anavi.an countries. They returned" and"
taught at Greasewood., Arizona--in a l-day
board-ing school on the Navaho reservation.
In L952 they returnecl to the territoria.I
schools teaching white child.ren in Alaska
at Dillingham and" Glenal-Ien, also Junj-or
High a't Sitka.
III health forced- Thor to quil; teaching and.
he spent some time in the hospital in
Seattle. Paullne continued- to teach. Both
attend"ed- the University of i/ashington for
one year--Pauline received- her Masterts
degree in Ed-ucation and was appolnted. in-
structor of elementary education at the
Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma,
Washington. She taught there for three

When they thought of retirement--they re-
turned- to Michigan to be near their family--

continued- on page l
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l4r. Talbert (fea) Abrams, Chai.rman of
the Abrams Aeria1 Survey Corporation
and pioneer j-n Michigan aviation and-
survey by air, vlll be our speaker.
By profession he is an avi-ator, photo-
grammetri-st, explorer, inventor and
international pilot, vith his license
signed. by Orville 'rlright I

He served in the Mari-ne Corps from
L)a'( b L9L9; served the U. S. Mail
Servi-ce in L)2O, and was with the U.S.
Army Air Corp (n) from 1!21-J4. He
has earned- honorary d-egrees from
Michigan College of Mining and. Tech-
nology and. Michigan State Universi-ty.
Donlt,miss this reward-ing program.
Come Thursd.ay, October l!, l-.967 at
the WCA, 21J Tor,msend- Street, Lansing,
at J:30 pm.

BOUOIJET OF THANKS...
THE VERMONTVILI,E H]STORfCAL
SOCIETY

The basement of the historic Vermontville
Congregati.onal Church was filled Septem-
ber 2l- when that society hosted. a most
enjoyable evening for members and. friend"s
of the Hj-storj-cal Society of Greater
Iansing and the Eaton County Historical
Society.

Reverand. Leonard_ Maund"er presented. high-
J-ights of the village's unique past and.
members listened. to the read_i.ng of an IBlp
Ietter written by Mrs. Edvard. (Anna) Smith
d-escribi-ng physical condition, religion,
ed.ucation and work in the young community.

Following the d-elicious supper members
toured. the acad.emy build"ing where they
were i.ntroduced- to beginnlngs of the pro-
posed- museum.
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STATE MEET]NG REPORTED AS BEST IN YEARS.

The 93rd annual meeting of the Historical
Society of Michigan vhich coni'ened in Petos-
key, September 2L-23, is now history but
members are still- talking about the program
presented" by d"lstinguished. and. enthusiastic
conference parti c:-pants 

"

Mrs. James F. Wa1z, nati-ve of Harbor
Springs and Fennvi:1Ie teachel", spoke on
"And.rew Jackson Blaekbird of LrArbre
Crcche " " Another Errmet resid.ent , Mrs 

"

Ralph Shav of Mackinaw City, co-author of
LAND 0F THE GREAT LAKES and. a collaborator
in a newspaper seri-es on shipwrehks spoke
on Great Lakes shj-pvr-^cks arid und-er-water
research 

"

The annual banquet featured" the Burton
Leeturer Thcmas D. Clark, University of
Kentr-i.:ky p:'of'esso::, author and historian.
His presenta,tion: "Local Hist ry in the
Face of Nat:onai Change" r,rill- be published..
Robert Spiro, Detroit Bcard of Ed.ucation,
talked. on the unlted community services of
metropolitan Dety.oit and" David Katzman,
University cf Michigan, spoke on the Negro
in Michigan befcre the Ciyil llar. Other
sessions r,^ported- on "Ree ent Research in
Michigan Hi-qto:'y. "

Major business inrrcl,ved an j-ncrease of
trrrstees from 1 l to 18 and. announcement
of officers eLected by mail bailot They
are: A1'rln Bently, Jchn Iitzger"aid., Foster
Fletcher, Philip P. Mason and Kenneth C.
Teysen, Trustees,. R:-ehard. C. Frank,
Lansing areh:-tect who has serrred as vice
president becarne pr"es:.d,en-t,. Other busi-
ness was dlrerted to the BoarC of Trustees
ln accord.ance virli by-laws of the Society"

Avards of mel'it wez"e given to Mrs.
Minnie Drrbbs Mirlb:ro:rk, Norman McRae,
and" the Sloan Pancrama cf Tz:ansportation
in Fiint.

A bus tcur cf Peroskey, Bay Viev and
Haz"bor Spr:-ngs ccnclud.ed- the meeting.
Serreral Socieiy m.embers at,+-ended. and
enjoyed the tour. w:th c.:r.rgenial guide
Dean and. the "1.ady fr m Nil_es,"

The Society 1-ooks ahead tl lncreased.
membershi.p and fund.s so necessary to
effective progratns and a stz.ong i ndepend-
ent rrolce in Michigan hisi-.cry.

Congratulaticns to Phrlip p" Mason,
prograrn chair'man, the Li"ttle Trarrerse
Regional Hls1,or:-cal Society, Inc", and
all the wor'kers fo::, an. excel_lent meeting.

GROOVEY--REA]. COOL-_NEAT--SLICK--] D]G THTS

Remarks found, in the guest register at Eort
Michillmackinac this summer. History IS
getti ng t,hrough !

M]CHIGAN NEGLECTING TTS H]STORICAL HERITAGE

The Lansing State Journal, September lL, L967,
ran a story regard.ing the request of James
Hare , Secretary of State , to the Leg_i slature ,
to put all- cf the statets historical_ activi-
tives und-er his supervision. Quoting from
the article, "Al-though the fragmentation of
hi-storlc effort ) or any effort, is und.esi-r-
abler" Hare said, "lt is even less desirable
that the responsibility for preservlng our
cul-tural- heritage be left to an agency phil-
osophically committed" to recreati-on and out-
d-oor sport.tt

TRTCENTENN]AL AT SAULT STE" MAR]E_-T658-L968

Three centuries ago, in the summer of 1668,
Fathers Jacques Marquette and Louis Nicolas
establ-rshed the firs+. mission at Sault Ste 

"Marie, thus beginning th.e city's 300 years
as a continuously established settlement 

"
The ol-d"est city ln Michigan and. third. oldest
in the United States, the Sault is steeped.
in historical tradition and background."

Exclting prcgra.lns are being planned. for
the summer of 1958--hlstoz"ical , reli-gious,
sporting and recreaLional ev-onts, industrial
exhibits, a major pageant, conventions and.
conferences, publications, special tours ,
and. drama and art presentations.

The d.ed.ication of the Nev Poe Lock, a
$40 miftion project, on June lf , wiIl be
one of the highlrghts.

The Shrj"ne of the Misslonaries, 325 E.
Portage Avenue, vil} be ded.icated" sometime
ln July" This $5oo,ooO, 2LO foot tower,
vill- be completed. before July 1, 1968.
Three bells are to be placed" in the torrer
to "invite Christian worship, remind- man
cf his purpose, sing the praises of God,
take possessi-on cf space for God, and uplift
hearts of the sail-or's cn the Great Lakes
ships. "

MAKE A DATE FOR '58: VISIT THE SOO:

GROUP TO FUNCTION UNDER NEW T]TLE
The Michigan Archirra] Association was

approved, Septembex 2L, as the formal
name of a group of librarians, archiv-
ists and individuals employed in the care
and. preservatlon of manuscripts, Archives ,
photographs and" the like.

The purpose of the commit"L.ee which has
functioned. infor.mally for several- years
is to t'promote the conservatlon, preser-
vation and. use of Michlganrs histcrical
colfections, to increase and d.isseminate
knowled.ge of the research material_s ar.rai1-
able and to foster nev histcr"ical knowled.ge



VfCE PRESIDENT...contlnued from page f

this vas in L963. Paul-ine is still teach-
ing at Will-ow Street School_ in kind.ergarten
and. remed.ial reading.

Both are interested. in travel and have
visited l+9 out of the )0 states and. paul-i_ne
is planning on visiting the 50th in the
near future. They harre visited five foreign
countries" Hobbies are: read.ing, stamp
collectlng, skiing, photography, wood. carv-
i-ng, mountain cl-imbing, collecting mushrooms,
gard.ening and hunting.

A VISTT WITH JOHN CL]]VMTNG AT THE CLARKE
H]STORICAL COLLECTION AT CENTRAL M]CHTGAN
UNIVERSITY--He]-en Wallin

Summer vacati-ons for historians mean a
time to get to their favorite haunts " The
Clarke Collection has been a goal of this
vriter for some time.

A new library build.ing with one whol-e
fl-oor for the collectlon is in Johnts
future. Micro-filming of Michigan news-
papers is a high priority job. Among the
items in the co-Llection are School_craft
papers, Strang material, John Greenleaf
Whittier papers presented. by our or,rn Marj-on
McClench, the best collection of Mark Twaints
books in the country, Baraga and John Tan-
ner materials, Doughertyrs books and" d.iary,
Father Richard.rs papers, American Fur Com-
pany papers on microfil-m, early Michigan
and Mid.west account books, Black, Custer,
and" Campau papers, and a collection of the
Amos Gould, papers from Owosso.
FALLrscolffil
TO YOUR FAVOR]TE MUSEUM.

PI,ACES TO VISIT
The Waterloo Area Farm Museum vas organized"
in L)62 vhen no group existed to save the
LB55 Ja,cob Realy farm home sched.uled. for
demolition in the Waterloo Recreation Area.

In these few years the farmhouse l"ras
saved., restored. and. a living museum es-
tabl-ished as a memorial to the farmer and
his famlly"

The society was named- as Jackson County
community achievement vinner last spring
and. has recently been picked for the reg-
ional winner from an area encompassing
Jackson, Hil1sdale, Branch and. Calhoun
countles "

The annual Harvest Day includ.ing craft
and art d.emonstrations, homemad.e food.s and
things with an "oldtime" flavor witl_ be held.
October B.

If you visited" an especially interest-his-
toric spot this suiltmer, please 1et us know.
Bob and Lou Clark visited the museum in
Ontonagon and" ve vill report on this in
the next issue.

ON THE HORIZON

Oct. 7. Eaton County Historical Society"
"History of the Charlotte Public Library" by
Marguerite Hepmansperger. Courthouse.
B ptvt

Oct. B. Annual Harvest Day, Waterloo Farm
Museum 

"

Oct" l-)+. Writers Conference, co-sponsored.
by Detroit Women Writers & Divislon of
Continuing Education, Oakland University,
Rochester.

Oct. t5-20 " Bth Annual seminar on Glass ,
Corning Gfass Center, New York.

Oct. 18-20" Annual meeting, Society of
American Archivists, Santa f'e, New Mexico.

Oct. L9-22. Annual meeting. The National_
Trust for Historic Preservation" Saint
Louis , Missouri.

H]STORICAL PRINTS AVAILABLE
Six sets of col-or prints, each 11x16

inches with fu1l historical text on the back
are availabl-e from the Michigan Historical_
Commisslon,

Artlst Robert Thom vas commissioned by
the Michigan Bel1 Telephone Company to pro-
d.uce the original palntings " Distribution
is handl-ed by Commission through the John
M" Munson Michigan History Fund. Each set
sel-ls for $t. Proceeds go to the Fund.
which is used to make prlnted materials
available to schools, libraries and in-
d.ividuals "

The six sets are (t) getore History,
Michlgan Ind.ians , Si-eur d,e LaSal-le and. the
"Griffinrir and Massacre at Michil-imackinac I(Z) Uaaame Cad.ill-ac arrives in Detroit, The
Americans Take Over Fort Mackinac, perry
Transfers to the "Niagarar" and Levis Cass
Exped.ition, (3) loug:-ass Houghton Find.s
Copper, Charles Harvey Buil-d.s the Locks ,
Capital Moves to Lansing and Putting the
Worl-d on Wheels; ([) Fur Trappers Trad-ers,
The Detroit Fire, The Boy Governor, and.
When Pine Was King; (r) Detroit-Wortd.
Port, Joll-iet and Marquette, lageant at
the Sault , and- The One-room School; and
(5) t'tictrigan in the Civil War, Riches
Und.erground., The Iron Horse, Michigan
Fever, and Arsenal- of Democracy.

Send $1"00 for each set to: Historical
Prints, Michigan Historical- Commission,
Lansing, Michigan, 4B9tB. Afl checks or
money ord.ers should be payable to the
State of Michigan



MORE ON PETOSKEY MEET

Petoskey area shops d.ea-l-ing ln antiques,
books and. rccks r,rere Jikely places to find
many history buffs d.uring the State
Societyrs meeting"

Business was brisk at Kil_bornrs House of
Books wherea rar'e fossilized crustacean was
exhibited.. The recent, find. by Miss Ed.ith
M. McKee, a certified pr"ofession.al geolo-
gist of Winnetka, Illinois and Bay Vi-ev,
is tentatively id"entlfied as belonging tc
the Eurypterda oz,d.ey" of the class Crustacea.
The area in which the fossil vas found. is
an ancient coral- reef which is a source of
many fossils inclu-ding the "Petoskey Stone"
variety of coral"

HISTORIC HOMES FEATURED

A photographic, exhibiru cf "Victorian
Ar"chitectr:re in Mid.-Mlchj-gan" by philip
Siebert is attracting cld and. young view-
ers in the Lansing Publie Library lobby.,

Mr. Siebert, a native of Lansing, has
completed a thesis on the tovered. and
bracketed. type Victorian homes found. in
naton, Clinton, Ionla, Shiavassee and
Llvingstcn counl,ies, (ltSU) " He is nov
studylng histor.ical archrtecture at the
Unirr'e:'srty of Michigan, Ann Arbor"

Sti1l another exhibit entitled, "Historic
Homes in Lansing" creat,ed by For.d Ceasar
eonsi-sts of eolor prints showing several
struetures of note within the city.

Mr. Ceasar, local teaeher and past-
presid,ent of the Society, combined his
interest in hj"stcry with phctography to
preserl.re on film the fast disappearing
survivors of the city's earfier buildings.
Similar photographs are used extensively
in the curren+. Board. of Educationts
Adul.t Ed.ucation Program class in Lansing
histcry vhieh he teaches,

Both exhibits w111 be open d.uring
regul ar library hours through October 23.

IMPORTANT MILESTONE FOR NEW ASSOC]AT]ON

The annual dinner meeting of the Research
Association for Michigan Negro History in
Lansing, September B, 1967, served to ac-
quaint a groving number of area people
with the work of this new association.

Powell Lind.say, Presiden+., reportecl an
impressive fist of activities including
stimulation and. creative contribution to
the adult ed"ucation progratn in American
Negro history. Franklin Ferguson of Ann
Arbor introduced. guest commentators and
presented a film story of the Associationrs
investigation of the possible role of
octagon structures in the Und"erground.
Raiiroad "

This society extend.s best wishes for
continued success and accomplishment.

NOTED RESTORAT]ON SPEC]AL]ST DIES

WlJ.liam James Barrow, vho found"ed the W.
J. Barrow Restoration Shop, Richmond., Va",
is mourned by historians, archivists and
col-lectors throughout the vorld".

The operation of the restoratlon shop
will continue in the same manner by the
Barrow famlly and employees who served him
in the business prior to his d.eath.

fn the late 1950s Mr. Barrov visited
Lansing for conferenCe with upper echelon
state executives on possibillties of a
document restoration center for" Michigan.
His personal charm and knowl_ed-ge, and the
expert servi-ces of the shop secured. him
lnternational respect and recognition in
the science of preservation"

BAY COI]NTY HISTORICAL SOC]ETY

The Bay County Historlcal- Society has
Hefen Wallin to speak at therr annual
June p, 1968" Mrs" Walfinrs subject
"Michigan Lighthouses " "

invited
meeting

wifl be

BE A MEMBER OF

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF GREATER LANSING, P"O Box 5l-5, T,anslng

Membership
Regular

NEW Renewal
$ :.oo

Associated Membership vith Hlstorical society of Mrchlgan
OrganizationaJ- " " .; Z) "OOContributing. 6 " OO
Life.
(Make check payable to The Historical Society of

Name:

..100"00
Greater Lansing )
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