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I'The Etstorly of Water Rtghts ln Mlchlgan',
by lVicholas V. 01ds, Asstt Attorney General

IVlcbolas "Nick'f O1ds, probab\r'more than ary other J-tvlng man
has shaped. the courae of 'rwater rlghtst' in lrfi.chlgan, the Great
r-akes Region and even tn the united. states. Backed b]r und.er-
standlng and. co-operative Attorney General-s, he has inltiated.
]-egal actlon ln aL]. the cor.rrbs of our Land, from the local
ldunlclpal courts to the $r:preme cor:rt of the unlted. states in
order to brirrg conrron sense, I-egality and. faLr play to the
management of thls vltal_ resor?cer

lJhoerrer eontroLs the r\nater" and. Lts use controls the basls of,
the eeonomic ltfe of the loca.llty, ecnmrualty or state r,rhere the
water Is located. Mar6r ti-ares lndlviduaLs, ffi,nufacturing centers,
deveJ-opers and. even other states have been forced. to face up to
tb.e faet that they dLd, not have the rigbt to use pubJ-ic vatir in
the manner la wlrLeh they desired..

"NLck" u'iJ.J- brlng us rry to clate as to lrhere some of the loopholes
that need. ft]l-lqg are aad of their {?'Ttrroxtance to a rapldJy ex-
pandlng popuJ-atioa.

Bernarcl W. AnsJ-ey, ChaS.man
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