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BIOGRAPHY OF RUBY JENNINGS

Our new president comes naturally by her in-
terest in local history. A native of Lansing,
she graduated from old Central High and flr-en
continued her higher education at M. S. U. ,
obtaining both her BA and MA degrees from
there. This year she begins her eighth year
with the Lansing Pubiic Schools, teaching at
Post Oak Elementary.
Ruby says her interest in local history stems
from her early childhood when she listened to
her grandmother relate exciting tales of early
pioneer days. She especially recalls her
grandmother teil of watching the Capitol being
built, and also of seeing Chief Okemos coming
down the river.
The Historical Society of Greater Lansing has
claimed her membership and interest for the
past six years, during which time she has
served on the Board of Trustees and also as
Vice-President.
Her husband, George, and her two sons, Dick
and Douglas complete the family pictr:re.
Dick is working on his Masters in philosophy
at Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri,
while Douglas is attending the University of
Michigan and registered in the School of Archi-
tecture.

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS

On Sept. 13, 7:30 P.M. a meeting will be heid
at the M. S. U. lecture room to form a local
chapter of the Michigan Archives Society. Att
interested persons are welcomed.
On Sept. 17-18,the Marshall Historical Society
will host the annual meeting of the Historical
Society of Michigan. The meetings will be
held in the Honolulu House. AII are urged to
attend.

Oct. 6-10, the society of American Archivists
will hold its annual meeting in New york City.

Oet. 29-30, the annual Local History Partici-
pation Conference will be held at Wayne Uni-
versity. Watch for additional information in
the October TOWN CRIER.

UPPER CANADA VILLIAGE
Ontarior s Living Heritage
by: Mrs. Helen Wallin, Past-president
Historical Society of Greater Lansi.ng

When construction work on the hydro delnelop-
ment of the St. Lawrence Seaway began in the
early l-950rs, inundation of many historic and
sentimental landmarks was necessary.
Eight villages--Mi1le Roches, Wales, Mouli-
nette, Dickinsonrs Landing, Woodlands,
Riverside, Aultsville, Farranrs point atrong
with portions of seven other vilJ.ages were in
the pathway of progress.
In order to preserve some of Canadars histor-
ie past, which was to be erased forever by the
floodings, the Ontario Provincial Government
formed the Ontario-St. Lawrence Development
Commission, whose duty it was il to preserve
historic past and provide education and recre-
ational enjoyment to present and future gener-
ations. rr

From this evolved the idea of a restorerl
village, the components of which woutd il1u.s-
trate the evaluation of a St" Lawrence River
Community from l_784 to 186?. Work rvas
started at once on the creation of the Upper
Canada Village within eontext of Crysler Farm
Battlefield. It is iocated on Highway No. Z,
eight miles east of Morrisburg, Ontario,
Canada and is a splendid example of how the
battle of progress versu.s heritage was settied.
Upper Canada Viliage as seen today never
really existed. It is an aggregation of about
40 buildings--to list a few: the toil house,
village store, saw and wollen rnills, cheese
factory, hotel, church, tavern, sehooL, guard
house, Lock, bLockhouse and telegraph, b-ateau
shed, farm i:uild:ngs, smokehouse and craft
houses. Each telis its own particular story
of the life in the area between the vears L?g4
and 186?. Some represent the early period of
pioneer settLement, others represent the
prosperity and culture of a later period.
Attics were searched, journals, doeuments
and archives were coasulted as part of the
exhaustive researeh involved" Services of
historians, arehitects, furnishings specialists
and horticulturists were all employed in order



that every facet of life would be faitMully re-
created. Nineteenth century methods were
used in reconstruction in the interest of his-
torical accuracy. OId English manufacturers
of wall papers were contacted and cooperated
in furnishing papers and colors of the era.
There is ANIMATION: the ox-cart wends its
way around the corduroy, plank and dirt roads
of the village, a coaah and four clatters past

and stops at the hotel, the blacksmithts ham-
mer rings out from his shop, the cabinet maker
adds his sounds, chickens and ducks contribute
their special sounds, demonstrations of baking,
candle dipping, quilting, spinning, weaving and
all affairs of the pioneer r.illage make this a
f,ruly triving museum.

(Second half in the October issue. )
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