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tTE U$I180 $tfrt?S I$rI&$ ASS&€Y I$ MIS$ISS}i l$ld+*1$51

Its Eaploye€sr rdith streriatr emphesi* $n WEl.ter Sraks, €ra*d ttaverse Ares

llc tnn*el" Sepcrt *f ehe IIISTCRIC,AL SSCIE?Y *F €B5AIEB LAI,:$EXS* i{*} ?S' tr'$S,&

!y kesid*nt, klsn !{elliu

I tlelcwa ysrl3 t* th{o, our eelebretiorr of }ttchig;*lr Heek aad ths sru*rel

t etiag of ehe SI$tSffiCAL $ffig$fY Sf €&*?E& I*A$$I$fi, iu tte frtendly $r**tr

i.ag of ths Indleu {,tllefr E$ th€ ffhtt* raen usad ln ttre territsr{.al days of

thc etaee-*tr $I{A}{S tlA!{ffi HIYIi rcU U{ Hg itE*gt.l

the subJect ls the orgsnigetion of thc guperilteadeacy af tha lrrdla*

lgency ttr M[ehigan 1814-1$51 in genersl and tt& Beory of a Uaitod Stst*8

!amer--$&leer Breke*-aPpolsted Aprll 8, 1844, as tner?uet$r ts the llrdisns

ia the art sf ogr!.culture to, th€ Ottswe lr:dians of ttw Srend Trewrse Sres.

Itress ree*r.d* verq rerd, Sriuar{ly f,mrm sierefilms af th6 ortgi.a*}

lctter*, ree$rds *md reports of the persons empLsyeel by the Fitehlgen l*dlan

lgency snd *rc om f{le i* the }{atlc'nal Arehirrce in idesht.$&ta$' wlEh micrr:'

filo c*ptc* srt Hi.*higan $estc Unf,vers{.ty in Ea*t Lanslng, Htrehige*. Yhere

rre 71 vcXuse* cf fiLu invalvcd. ghey r,rcre wr{ften by hand*:ssnrc fsded,

rordc lnec {n the {otr.d*, Fa6es mie*ing* slr*utng rlgns *f bei.ng rsf a.*rpekad

--a11 giviag evldsn*e of the hardehtps errdur*d by the ffisse&Sers who esrtie{i

them frr:m ths 'f*rriteirial r}ueposte to tl,rs ma{.* egemsy et &trott. EveBtBal"ly

they xrere a€nt t$ tha tuiar Sapartue*t in *Jeehi"ngt*n wkre they tlave bee*

t-ept ea * Fru$Heilt rs€rlfd.

Ldtrers snd r*pcrts ersr& tc end fr*m l"e*ri"s esse, Blenty $eh*srlcraf*,

rad Robarf St$€rA and *qhar su$€rint€ndants *f &h s8snfy as *rell" as 41.1

the empl*y*es $f fhe supertnteildeneyr snd to and from tlw Sar kpart$s**

i.a lleehingt*n.



Aseri-can settlerrcnt of l{iehigan began with the arrival of thc terri'

tcrial officiel"s headed by General Wi11l"am llu13-n whe vras appointed ?erri-

:orial Coverncr *nd errived in Detroit shortly after the Elre *f 1.805 which

coopletely dcstroyed Ehe City. ltre War of iB12 brought further dtsecter

:pon th€ fity and l"t uas surrendered August 16, 1812 to the Brltieh.

I,ewts Cass who headed the Ohlo Hilltis which was sent to the port of

htroit in June *f trSlzo conducted the'*ar Ehraugh defeat and ultimate

rictory and hts service rrras reeogrrized by his appoint(Ent cs Sover$or of
2

the Tarritorlr Sctober 29r L8t3.

The situation required a governm€nt agent vith I grest deal of patL6$ea

md tact and one r+hc thoroughly understood the lndlan charaeler ond whs

&ould have a genuine aad sympathetic tnterest. Levts Csss passeesed thest

qualificati*ne i.n e marked degree, and in hte captclty as Ind{an Agert as

ircll as ?epit*rial Governor, he rendered excepti$natr service 8o the state

:o negotiating the treatles wi.th the Indians fo make the settlesu&t of the

rtate possible,

Erl"N? OT AREA t !{OE& GSImRNOR C.*SS

3
In deseribing Michigan at thie title, Governor Cass said:- "Our Fopula-

tion exe€nds from the I'touth of the Maumee to I'ort Gratiot e dlstance of, 150

r:.Ics and this populaticn is not yet 8,0CI0, Sur friends are at e distanee

lrd our enemies nesr. Ilre country i-s severed by suaarps and lakee frour the

:ahabited part of, th€ Unio$ to r*hich it mrst !.ook for eid. & nxrraes known

bt thc $asee of the blaek si{ramp is unequalled 1n €ny part af the republick

:a degree end extent, and thraugtr r+bich ie the onLy apprcaeh by land.

''Our remote nilltary poairls*s at Flichtllnnackinac, Greeu Bay, Chieagcr

rnd Prairte du Chien are hlghly ir:portart, they guerd the prtncipal &venueg

oi coumrerce cs the interiar qf our lrestsrn Wr:rld . . , they are insuLated



r:nts in the heart of the country."4

The onLy uay Eo get t$ theee outPosts 1;as by boat end Shese rem$te

f:ontiere were cut off eix unnths or more of the year Hhen r*inter filsde

levi.ga tion trnpossible .

ttDuriag Bhe rrhole period of thc ;r,aE & for more than tqro y€ers succeeding

:t8 termination, the ?erritcry of Michigan was in a state of abeolute exlreus'

::on. the events were at first so disastrous, and the contest for the

pesscssion af tite Country uas so long and severe, that its resource$ \dere

rcsa destroyed. lts reduced population, totally inadequate to the produc-

!:on of their awn supplies, were dispirited and their exertic*g paraltzed

r.r the insecurity of the situation & by the atroclous scenes, of trhi"eh they

nre the daity rurLtnesses. llnder these circumstances, lt can excite no surprize

r: learn! that every artlcle of life was dearer than in e*y sectiou of ehe

h:ted Ststee. The trcst extravagant (pri"ces) were a*ked & given."5

In speoklng of the Indisn popul-atian, Ctcvernor Cass sald, I'Srcm the

l:l.antlek the ll?ffinse tide of, our population has ralLed steedlly and trreste'

::bly to the west, sr*eepi.ng before lt the feeble rernains of a wretched peopte.

La every posLtion where reservatione have enabled them to reei"st the pressure

s?or them, ehei"r populatiam has decreaaed or dteappeared, their msral and

ltyaical eondittan hae become worse, and thoee dipttneti"ve traits r,'hich

lld given e1aergy and respect to the sevage charscter, have b,een lrlotted froen

:.heir egcutcheons. . . . the law of nafure upon rhe subject te invariable

rod lrresistible.'16

Rgporting on Detrait for the years 1814, 1515, and LB!6, Caes eai"d

th. Detroit l.ree Indlan tleedquarters and that rral-L fhe eyes of tha Indlano

hrth of the Ohio and Esst of Ehe Mississippi were fixed upon it. Al wha

cgrtd co$a--tn€n, wsme$ and ehildrefi, trelt8ined as near there es the ci-reuu*-



rartces and tires pelmitted.ll7

H€ estinated the sversge daily 'ltrmber

!e-- short af 40t). the principle rnn must

Hith th€ opening up

poblem af extinguiehing

Lndlsne in the City dtd not

lnvited to hi.e tstlte--an

of

be

rtication tlrey had alr*aye received from the -riti.sfr suthorities as wel"1 aa

r!:r orn end the expense wae almost EBre than he could bear. His fsmil"y had

hra driven frqn one etctremlty of lhe house to the othcr by them.S

l{oney for public expendlture of the l}epartn€nt r,r&s procured by him f,ram

c interior of the country (probably Cbilicothe, Ohlo, aa slLand office was

*rcted there at the ti$e).It was br*ught through dangeroue and exposed

bcotier--more than $20{t"0CB.$as expended by him iEl the titree year pcrlod

si ;hich he uas writlng end he wss greatly concerned of hls posaibX.e ruin

h,cruse there was no insurance against loss of these lerge a$su&tg of ,*rr"y.g

'Ihe lndlans w€re atrare that the $nlted Steree woul.d be in pcesesslon

rf tireir country af iro dlstene future acd saw that the !{hite BettlcrreDEs \,rere

Xrt gaining upm them. ltwy begefl Eo feeL the neceeai"ly of, ueklng P€rflaIrent

pavisions f,or theruselvee and children and reaervat,lcns were beeosllng desirable

tc them. $overnor Cass hoped this vould eonstitute s corner stone to their

10
:qroveEnent.

FcEection for settlers,

the Terrltory, the goverffmnt waa faced w{th the

Indian Eitlee to the Land, and mllltary

that one of the flrst duties of Sovernor CaEs

rrt to begin llre st'tvve)B c"i- :he state, starting urith *etrolt' There had been

r land offtce established in 1804 and aaotber in f818 under Cgss. By 1821,

rrlrrhan 2& mtlltan actrea hadbbeen surveyed ond by 1836, Land sff,tces had

Lrcn estab}ished ln Honroe (1823), tr{hire Pigeon (1831}, Kalmaaoo (1834} and

F-int anc i.onia (1S36).ii

of

the

so



Treaties held in conneef,lon wlth the buying of. Lh€ Lands from the Indians

[rr held by Ca*e and other goverrarental. offlcials. These records coutsined

JsEt rs regard*.ng f,he preparation for them ruhi.ch took rnany rmnths. Instruc-

E-$rs caue ftr*nr the hiar Department; invitaEions'urerc $ent tc: tbe Chiefs i-&-

m-vcd, pres€nts' gifts and psSrments rlere osdered and the plac* of delivery

rrcrblished. *stians for focd were obtalned and deLi"very planned. ths p3.aee

t( thc treaty agreed uBcn and evestilally Governuene officisls and lndians

FftG€ded to the treet]r grounds, .A$ examp}e af tlre cost $f e trsaty ls shovfl

rI ti! cost of Ehe Treuay *f &ricago wltlch wae $20,000.SCI.

XTTIES

Annultiee were the outcore of these treatLes and r+ere paid et *peeified

,irncd throughout the stste, ueually ln September. Theee r.rere pai.d {n eil.ver

r thc payrmnts lirere distri.buted per caplta and it was oi.rupl"er fr:r the Chtefe

ft recaived thc who}e amunt, to make the di-stribution to their people.

Erfrurs

Frior to the snauity Baywnt a census vas taken of al"l Indians present

r rire total number r"res ueed as the divisor.

Gifts and presents were reserved only for the Chi+fs and Indians wtro had

prfored sota€ uviusual ser:\rice for ehe governmcnt, $alt was algo u*ed as

@lty paysBnE al"ong i-rlth goods sueh ae blankets, gurls, pots and pansn

rt:iee, yard goods, bridles and other ltems usefrl" Eo them.

iiElrToN oF Acglrclgs

Agencies, 8t rhs height of the administrsttoa of the Michi.gon superiErten-

locy, were Loccte* at Detrait, Piqua, Ohloi Green Bayo ttrieconoin; Chicego,

Iiraols; Saul"a $t*. I{arle; Upper $andusky, Seglnatr and }fncki.nae leland.

hmdarles r.lare deflaltely defined snd agent$ were reeponsibLe for their

lf, 61p6.



a-,:i ?RnvIOus It 6A^S5 A$MI XSTRA?ION

Speaking ef thc dutl*s sf the lnterpreters and 88ents, fia$s seid, "It

t,rr.t best a sl"avish and LaborLous Lifer surrounded by d:runken and naked

i irmgry Indians, tha exeeutla* of their dutles i.e always ettended with

ldsur and diffi*uI"ty axd freguenrly with danger."l2

I1re men already employed as agentc and interPreters befcre $overnor

tr yrs appointed, wer€ Johr JOhn*"*rl3 at Piqua; W?rltemore Krruggn,l4

qp:ated ln 1809, ae sub sgelrt and irrterpreter ts th6 StteHSg and gillpp,glrrss

d rb Saginer* atrGa, and Gabrtel 6adf,royrl5 sub agen!: aeaigaod to the Potarueto-

-..ct.

After Caeg rsee appointed he irediaEely hired Charl,es f,arfte{i as hf.s

crarl, interpreter from French to Eaglish ag welL as keeper of aecounts, to

+riatend lssue of presents, to cou*eit chiefs and roarrlors snd {ssue

1:r:rions and earry on cotrresp*rdurr*u.16

Eobert For*yth was appointed sub agent far Setrait and t.las tc aid tn

t vtrious dutles inc{dent ts official interrpier,ra r"rith the lndtao*.17

Jobn Klau{e, a v&teran of the ltiar of 1812, and who coul,d epealt Fotar+a-

r{l and underatand Sttawa end Chtppcua rd€s appointad ta St, Joeephe aad

&i,crgo and S. F, Stf.ckaey was appoinled to Ssndusty.l8

In spaat<lng of these mn, Caes said, "only thei.r knowledg* tlf the lndians

.I th. Indian Langucgcs would render ttren courpetsnt to canduct advantageou*ly

rnry branch *f the trade . . . These are th€ klnd of uen fhro$gir wham all

& burlness of the tresties are conducled and it i* their influence and

blcdge of the ladlan chEr*cter vrhich lrss l$gured *uceaqs to any tre€ty

Irrrtofore held wlth the lndians af the $ptth Ueet."19

In all there arere 22 lnterpreters! Bessenger$ and eurwyoro by June 11'

L cccond yeur of, hie administration. lle eleo enployerl &n sr&curer to rapair



.rls of the Indlans ead the twnce au6er sf

rrhso.'r IIe capXoytd uaeaengera to ccad to

20
rc nceded.

lrratuell.y gunanltha ard blacksnitba w€tre ecploycd at tha vtrLous

r to Esnd gune and household artlcles sd flehtag ard huurlng gesr

L ladtane. Carpentcra lt€tr6 amployed to halp thou butld hotreas and

firr:alEure and fsrmptd t6 tseeh thcs tha ert sf egriculturt.

ll.L eryloyeca lnlr€ pai.d gr*crt*rl,y snd dutl*r vcrs listed et Sreat

for cech brauch of the earvl.ce. Th& rssson f*r dtmls*al sa* tncluded

prbltc aroc "lyl.ag tnJured

tbe ltffcrGnt prrt* of the

Yat !

ltr."
"eny percon tn the Departreat dGflclc&t ln xcnlo courtety sr

&vernor Caaa figured that tnro-thtrdc of hte tim 68 ?errltorlal

ceneumd ta work sc gupcrlntsadenf, of the Michlgnn Indlaa

the dutt;e of tbe 8g6ats and sub 68Gnt6 taa to grdnt lieenecs

and they wrcrG rsassssible for rh*tr bthrrlcr ren& thr Isdiaac.

Lof

trrlra

E€

rlcre

rL

flrst slaslonariee ln lttehigeu rlere thG Catholies ln tho 16$0re

reeorde of ttx 1800rs, in addtttog tq} CathoLtc slecions, recotrds

of ttrs paetGltfi$t rulgsiona. laay r*queatgd and were Sr*ntGd penntrt'

rend sissionnriss aad teachcrs €Bong the lud{*na. Pre*byterdaa,

ttorallst, Qu*ket end l&ravian r*Forts &r€ an3p6g thaer as ueIl ss

ftbollc r€Sortrs, maay vrittcs in Freneh.

It ras lnter*stlng to aste that ln pns report from An Egeney ettpl$y€*,

E. Johngon, he conaLdered flttlc serchanto and ml*elensrlpil wcre protty

rliker'r22 oss barrerlug f,or trado aad the other for cocls,

frc Iadieuo w€r6 cossulted &s to pref*ronca of deumlnatiea and s

tn portlo* of thetrr apnulti"es lrare s€t astdc for mlcr{s$e end rchaelg.



rT i. JRCES IHI}IDLIIG

Ir rgeaking of the retources

li-t, igac wag gbu*daat tnd

of &rffaloee h*d tra'veracd

la hls reprt for 1821,, Gevetrtor C*se

Grrta until r*{thla e feu ycar$ lwase

the uhole couotry weEt of, ths &llc&&huy

, but that aow24 the *nfunals whoae fleah Eras used f,or foad snd

fu ves vsluable for mrket rrrcre nos cp*rl.ngly scstter*d through

Eltlveted eoustry,

LttEt had al&ast ceaeed to br atl €aus&ilent and h*d becom a laborLoug

. Ilays +rero Epent by the hunter withaut **yt'hla$ to tepay his

. Asd yet r*lth * fatuity and inprovldcnce dtff,tEult ?o ba baliuv*d

Qorrible to be ac**uated for, thry (the IndLaoa) uade lf.ttle provloLon

a ttr of abundanc* for e tl&s of ecarclty. tlo rrcgetable fosd ll*e rels*d

& rholc coaag of Lake guperi.or ta tbo heade sf the PIla*iaalppi tbcaca

t lrlls of St. Antho*y end eveu in mnre favourable dtstrlctar wher€ eorn

;f^!terd thc quaatity w*e eo sssll aad the eultlv0tlon so bed, that thc

rrs of ltttlc lnportence , . . thsE I 8e€aty rad p**carloua eupFly

h.drhed by the chaac, aud by fiahtng, and whtn theae fstLedr rs th*y

ald, the IndLena reqorted to roota and bark.*t25

!h rppltcatlon of e E&sll porttoa of th* B{ttoasl rcaourcts to the

of thece r*retetred pcople le equall'y lu eonoon*nee wlth the

^[6of poltcy and husrnity'rr vas raq$ested by Gov*rnor C*f6.

r1hr reputation of our Country too {e cntbsrked witb ths q$eation. Our

eorrrs€ is abaerv€d vith thc sost J*aLou* a*rutiny and happy ia ho who

ttrct e fault {n thc *dnl.nietration of otr gov€rreat* f*rt*rgte $d11 tt

h' onrre lncs and fcc tha reeult of the grest exputlolnt, whleh le

ttcd to our cfuargt, if, la tha *p1cndid eareer, t*hlch t* opta baforc ut,

t rt srcrlfice tmp4,f,lant and parm*nrnt i.nttttst8 to local. *$d @n€tary



::f,a, If nc do rct Bctgh tGrPorer? erpcdtcuts ag{taot bt6h rnd

frcliagc rnd nrttmal cbarac tar.'&7

ETTTrl EPIAcES I.EHIS C4.98

ftrr clr nalgrud ac l*rperint*udent of Hichlgaa Indlan Af,f,sirt 1n 1831

.trotntrat al $ectttery of S{r* Iit we* replaced by Hsnry SchooL*

t nr .gent st S{ult $tc, t{arl.e , si.Bce 1812. &hastcr*ft, lffidtatcly

f fcthlc Ialad and tllr Ssult tgcncy u*E tahca txrur by easthr cSiGnt.

lorttor of tlre nork wse thrn carrled oa st ttro liacklnE* Iglard
28

dtl uiltet quartrrs st Ottroit.

trlcrrft ltrhcrited s eplendl"d organiaat{on end vith hls gre.U f.ntcrctt

hg lrrcte ebout tboa

eltd f.nfof,EstlYo ef thc

lrlllr, tbcir languag*, f,olk lora, cnd euetoest

l.qth. El* reprt* trs th* mst, l$t6ractins

olhction.

h thusb the relortc ssrttr&d all ths *genctc* Ln !{L*htgnnn for the

thr Grand frs$aru* &rsa, *hich

for thr Indi.nsu st thti tt*.

rf thlr trlk, hre ars ltmitlng it to

b t*.a rr en en@le of the mrk dom

DIIITTB BAY

E trarrrcc Bey cm uadsr the Jxrladtetiou of ttu Htskitre lelrud

- ltcrklsg of the ladlsrs of the srca, $ehoolaraf,r elid, "?hefi&

Ottanaa-qrsit fixrre advanetd ln agrieulturt th*x any of th*

1El!.1. thcy cultl"itad *orB; beg&r, purpk{.no! ts sot& GlrtGnt hid

fltldr and llved g*nrrally ln cwf,srtebl* kg hour*a' Sley m*dt

La oaple susar rhleh wlth a ltmttpd coru erop' rold llr the }.|esklnre

. . . lirey hrd negleetad ttr* chas+ fcr uhleh th* coustry lndted *i

tlr rffor&d but llttle Lndu*ermnt.t#9

t (bi.npexec cultlvat*d eorn a$d Potltots tE a tllnttad cxtGnt, but

ths chsae or I"n flsbl"ngtrct of thalr tim6 lE {utot $f f,llod ta



:rred sutt froa th roet, raplc, lte trlbc rrhtbitcd ao gcnrtll

or rdve*c la cLvtllratlos, srrc werttkc, ladol**t, nud l4oucr-

dll r feu c:ecatloar, ltvtot ta u*t or bcrh lodgar, wttcb tlrty

tl thlr ntgrettoa'S

I XIPI LTIIOX Otr ffi ?tI888

trlbcr occuglcd largc Sortl{rs! of the wrglnt of la**s &lrea

uLl.cb ra* opuntog t.r otttllsat cnd coffi*rfiG uts antcfrdlnS ft-

L rrglon rnd e*u*at ar€ gr actlvc sporstr.afi, rrhlch Ln r few

lllf tdrr lt tryo*rtbl* for therc trlh*a to Estntrin tha{r ptttlttsat

t ttdta of thr pcnl.naula.

lrr fltc of thel.r *ar*ttles are fully appr*clat*d by thde .

dlc thru Uo g*t througb thatr lcvrrrl fe.firat *Lth le;r auf,fattng

-7 
rld otbewlrt rreetrutGf . ?lrclr rercrY{tlone wtll sxytro la 1841,

ftil thG tl* of thtr rrpurt, eftcr t&teh they pw*€Nt lto further

D tL. kd, InpbrLrty pravalli affing thffi SctrataX,ly *ad l* a bar

rf$t uec of thcir aanulttes aad to sny hope of thalr pcrstnaat advlncr

i-.'32

lholcreft ltrtcd htt qloycc$ at thl.r tLm and the nurnbtr rri qult,

Ur eortrlor C*e*r 114t. Botlawrr boatuca wcro *ddad rnd ttto PhytL'

d r Lccgcr of rn nndlla oonnttory *t Xreklana l*1cnd.33

Ir nportr !nGr* Ln greet dctri-t rad h* lsdtertcd b6 htd caclo*ed HFI,

lcrttosr of th* b**dt, thatr m;erb*rs and cauret rrd dleteaet from

. lttor of thc egtnetee n *choo1* and fatulng tttsbl!.lhcatr csd

, th. GBtlE tGd *r*{i of rccent purehrr*e frm tbe Ottasrr rnd

.[d the cenrur. krrrtrur, th*y lrsfg *ot to bg found ln tbll

lrEP.

bolcreft fclt tha rwval of tbe tsl"bc. to thE W*ct rrs tn hlr rorda,

10



tct of rlsdou ta the Indiess end Ju*tlce in th6 govcrilEGnt.rr

trl"bcs frm the Dctrott areg bad alrasdy been rgrcvcd lkst to protrct

fa ths evllg of the lfirlte un aad ctvlllsstio*.S

oR liAclut{tc IsLiHD, tGcg,l mR BRtEns

tclolcraft, a lrrr.tGr htnrel.f,, bee left soEG of thc f,la*at r*cords rro

rf rhc lllchtgru 8uperl*rcudeacy of the ldtan Af,flire . Wrltatc and

of the ttes grsu.tsted to the l*lsnd .$d lrere 6naert{1asd theto by

bolcraftr. Ia I bookn Ulstorr.c Mecklnaer bf, Edreerd O, lfood,

n tlad llstcd sffi of the wrltsrr of that aatly pGrfod.3s

b of tb first E€ntlsnod r+es El"lrabeth ?trercre 88i.rd ryhoca rtory of

-Iy 
dryr oa the leLaad 18L4-21, .r€ precewrd ir thr HlsconrLn Etatorl-

Ollrcttoo".t6 ssr fnthar workad for the Amrlcrn Ftrr oompoay end her

rr drughtcr of fihtaf, Krwlarquot, aa CIttssi Ctrlrf ,

br L. t{cEenrrcyte $$krtehre of the T<rur of tha Isk*en, 1S?6, uare

to u:kar th. crpcdltions and toura lrc uade uith Gcvornor Cace

ritb tb. Indlana. 
37

Irnad Celvla Colton, of loagreadm, Magraehueatt3f rrsta tr&ur of,

Eca ltk€lrrr and llr. ellnaare "Llfc on the Lkettt uec rrltten fn 1835.

L*-Lett l{rtlsmux of Nornrleh, hgl.audr Brote rfEocLcty la &6riear'l

Ol rr publlrhed ln Parle ta L&37. }*s, J*masn of, lor*ruto Sanadl,

l3adlca aad Srmar Bn$l**,o ln 1&3I snd a aasoad Gdltlo* Ln t$52f ssl

rsletebcc tn ean*da aad SaublGB fug the Red IrsE."

Drtmr Gars and hla daughter vltr.ted the Island ln 183? *nd ctcourcgud

d, d prtlerysttos of tlu Indiaa rceorda end rcquocted hlr rsenta

fl-t m cvlry phcc€ of thalr axlstaucc and requested arttf*etr bs

b Lh. they in tur$ r*rr sant o$ to l$afihtogtoa.

kjrrlt Fuller, a tctchet frm Boston ead $myldcaea, lrr.strtrsd the

11



If h 1843' shG rrri rn lntimte frlant nf hrrsn, se{thornc *nd Ghtn*

d nu ltteratT crltL€ for hrecr Grccl*y, adltcr of the t&rl Yark

ll lt43' Bpv, Jobr E. FLrteal., t&thodlat rntrsl.onrry hrrots of the Islaad,

l. G. A, I*vlre.e of Iordon srote ltBehost f,rm the Brckroods or

ct llrnr Atlattc Li-f,arf i.n 1845.

Itl,rt Prul Ecm plbltdrod hlt r*eollccttonr of *unr*lty paym*nt* held

- 
Itlod la 1858. Srymd ?eyl,or Ls 186S, wratt "*t Sffi aad Abrordtt.

htoec Fcnluort G*opar, nlecc of J*rea Pantnpr* Sooper, w&r eqthor

L, trr gtory of tk Inddan tr$eaey oa H**ttlnsc Xeland6, *nd uor g

fu ?utae nrgr*luo *nd ln thc rnmr of, 1870, 1rrorr of thr firt

frtroycd tbe ageuey l.a See$sr,of

bolcraft rGporttrg Ln 1838, *sld therc w*rc H4r872 Ottara* *nd

fs th. $ger l.akn* and for th* Ortud Tr*rsr*o B*y tlwr* ncre 476

I lLttcd MGr of both trlbea could r:ad rad rrltr r*d prof;*a*d

. 1ta corcrcnLcs of thc tdett or l&diclnc deaes ryar eor:ftnsd to

IlLrrt badg. Bc rcportcd tbc labor dorc for the ld{gnr *ad that

d e3rtculturel try1r*nts hed becr d{*trlbuEad sspa& thes s*d

tlr rcrk of thr ferur ard G*rlGfitcr* aud blec&er"ths and ula.

. trf,aty-al.re trrdcrr tgrr€ llecnead at iar&n tr*dl"a$ focur ln tha

t btt .hrt ttrc 'rtrr.pa to tha susm? agtnc{es of * for*ign gen*rwnt

d-l.t.d to fostcr e6BtlEete of hostiltty to tha lqart6.a Gevotrent

- 
tlat Flturrad to tbelr vtllagr* mrch poor*r thr* urhen th*y sst out.'tt7

D r4o'rtrd tlE &ount of egrlcultur*l producta rotsrd end tl$ ffiueg

lrrrlhd, &ouat *nd dtlertptloa of &rs aad pcltries t.kar; nrser

I
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r: ::::hs, Ceaths, casuaS.ties by CeaEh, publie crime, l*xgevity and eversse

r:*-:n: ::1ife a&d tiffit the tribee showed a g.enera3. lmprcrrernerif, iri Lheir clress

:l Eg-ners and tha8 t?rey had abandaaeej tiie itrer Eo,:. begging "Janee and hsd g{-ve*

ro =,e -ncian drum and .rOar".3U

E&: ?a;TESTAlil Lff$SIOI; ES?"C il.l$!ffi* iN &RAltD 3&&1/E&sE HEcg{,N

f:rc the i:o'ck wriEtea by &rith Orsker in 1835, 'rFtrst frotest.q:rE Mlssi*n

I :,m-:ch'ed in erand ?ravergg i{e6isnr}u r,re fiE}c} that t!,.(: raisgis::sr*eg, Rever-

r& l'c:cr Dougherty anii Heverens,Iohs Flemi-rtgr of e!:!e L)reslryteria* f,eitlt, set

il-: ::: Sreni Traverse Bay to oreer:iae s missj-$n. They had speart tha: rsinter

rt' -!.1: cn i{aekinae rsiatrr} srid in the spring *f 1839, set out f,*r strd

G.r.!-;!E" ; eninsula by csnoe. s.ley srriver{ at the 1i.ttLe Ccve r:f Fli:isian

kll: :; ,,,id liissiorr ?eni"**arta.

e r--iage of bark',;igw6rx!s peeped *ut *t them frnno the ilarr$w brerk in

L a:-s( forest and they f*und oarly orre ind:an at home" l'he i:there bein6

iBtxr*r ::e bay. A smoke sigaai sc.c,n brougi:a a carloe fuil of ttrers back to

n !iliirr: ,es wanted.

rjilr talking i*ith them, Dc,ugherty and Fleming had fo ids{.t f,er their

&*.: .a*:.s:-qua-groan-aba to arrive, for liis penuission Co ese€&liek e missio$.

lh r r-:ved the lndians decided the roi"ssion shouLd be e*tablisl:ed et

lJs Ler-:s cn E1k Biver. They r*ere frlen<ll-y Ee the mleelonasies 6nd ecceNr,pen-

;r ::n .cross the Bay about the 20eh erf t"tay 1E39.

*rl sEarted cutting logs fcr their house and sch*ol a$d had brought

,lM* r:: ;:ncor.rs rEiti: them frem i,fsckinac and purchaoing cedar bark front

fr :il -a:s fcr the roof , soon Aad their he,use started.

Li:- it uas completely finiehec{, a a*seen&er fur*ught ward fr** fisckinae

fu r:1. i-ening had died and Rever*,r;ri p]6611ng Left lnmesliately, never eo

t3



. lbLe lcft lbvur*nd Doughcrty the only lltrtt€ ffin ts th* t*rolc co$qtry

e ftry go\r€!reBt eurnejrors. Ictth hr.8 Indlen Intcrpf,*tcr, Prltcr

, thcy flalshed the houas.

h rftrr, Eenry $choolcreft rrtth hls Lntrrprctsr Rpbert 6?*yar*t *nd

Cotjr a,.'Iadlaa blecksqlth, cam to 8lk Baptds la t m*11 bo{t.

l-ollit tha ground over, they daclded Old ULrs{o$ the bGBt Sls+a to

. by rr.re to be loe*ted at Mrrs Sarbor* Is*ss Gcorgn was teft Lr

d Schoolereft retlrrntd tc l.tasklnac.39

llLf lhgosa of tha Old $ttsston 8s$d, r*ith setrcr*l af hie tribe, Lnforwd

It-t ttEI $are &ot xtlling to Joln tlle Elk Bap{dr Trlhe* snd sf,fored

Eict Dangherty end hle goode bcck to Old !fi.raton Lf, hs wotrld crtibllrk

id{ thrrr. Dougherty f,ccctrted thc off,sr and wa* f,orrlsd back to 6trd

8cb1 ues l"@dtatrly set up ln the l"tttL* herh wlgrm ther tho

hd ftrratrhed for hl* uas,40

D lrrt ol thrt ycar (183!L the govGrrr&ent racsrdt show thqt Bsfiry

trqrrstcd $2S0.00 frou ttn l{ar l}epsrtseat t* bulld s rchool"houga

tb Hf.c Cbfldrra st Ibughertyrs rtrtlsn. It w.s ts b€ ured to prreh*re

d.s, jtrrr|8lca aBd othar satcrlelar .ad pry s crrpcnEsr irns&tr

t EcrbytGrl.tr Soerd r+ould funrl*& the tiabtr ead tk layLug tt up

h of rquted logs. Schoolcr*ft ratd* "h: hsd rhs hetltatr.on lB

tllr lllow8ocG.tl

t st ycrr Sehooleraftra brother, JsEs, I*etrt to th€ sree ln t{ay to

e r 
-1tgor 

cpldcale. ffe took Dr. Raaklu wtth hln s*d hrd hoped

,$l
thr eccrrge @Eg ths natitrug""

f b, Schoolcraftre aunu*l, rnport fer Srptrmbcr t8*0, he r*{.d, *fUadtr

.f Org,rr of 1839f for vaeclnstlan sf In{l.ma, $50S bst hcen axpexdod

H tL ;nrt for va*clu* Mtt6r and ?ecrimrtt[S ths bradr *f verlou*

Ll*



- 
tL dl'.rtt lt ls lntrdrd to rGutr.llrs, hrd rppa*r*d or nls

L rpjerrentui of rarllpc, 1a at .tryitu, rufflelast tn ctstta

h t l"tdlo trlbcr, to rh tt brltrge r11 the fears cad rhcn nlEhout

ttrtr r11 the fetel. conrrt*Ecac sf, the pkgrc. futr v*ry nm for

-IflIX tl 8 tcfa of ttrrur*"43

- 

uo& tblr o?fortEntty to rcport oB tbc pl,ograffi sf th* rfrf,,

hlbrtt bd tr*stcd tha rebmlks$ue *rd tbr srrGats ffir! tffitffilt

Itsl.trrldrra be lnrtrratcd *rrd thc ehlldxta *qu*lty rc t6 trla
rl

a

E, &Lolcraft, lr h{r rcport ts Sspts&sr o{ tsigr rs tha l{er Drp*rt-

Iltr qrt thcrt sao * "Lttc&t dtslikc rnd dtrara*lo,rn bcfr*ac* thp

- 

lo nrr co dlff,craat ,.a tkctr Ltadi*g tmr,tt, phy*tcel md {.n-

-thr Erlcrrn ladtea cnd the *stoe{* snd CaltL* r**"""d4

D rld, cb.t, Fthr Indt{*t rrGra rmabl* ts rrf,lutstn tbanrclwr for ouy

- trr b, tngrtlng rad tkt lt rar taporelblc to rhtrld tho lrrtlGrr

Flrr fru oecarloaal outbrceka of pcrronel rrirdtesti*.o45

re DIS@?BXSD

D qrtra ta 1840r tblt ttrcctet dteeowrlcr of the BGiflrroar of, th*

rllr yrttarr f;fprna, bogara ftog-orl--an lroa rrrt lrm rxruhy

-.tt corl d rb1l nrrl, togcthcr stth thr plerltc e*d thr trntGtr

It, .trr-. .d the frcil,lttec of lrk* r*vtgtttoa, pclnted fllt thrt

tarth of the Strrlt* nts s h{ghly ad pmarnatly veluehlc

- t rt tr,t*6
rL irrr Prrl.aarle &rl brsr *rrny*d lats tmrn;htp* up to tlu

- Ilcltltrcklurc md tt ln p'ro***r of nrb dlvl,rtm *d ntll rl1

tc tbe grurrl trnd offtcr by th€ *sd of ttar fG*r. 47

rD 
-1t! 

rrat for t}E t$o trtbs* *rrum&kd st th* I*lasd thl.r

15



(lf$ s.! 1641465.00 end $201465 rrt rpptlcd ro sducrtioa* ut"*rioss,

, toDlceo, telt rnd agrlcultural lryltrcnttr c&ttla, fctmtril,

trrcihrrr ad other obJteta ro proffit€ thcir civllltstion. $41,S00

-il 

d prid rt 6trd Biwr snd the $*ult, ffi

t p7 3rouod! ecrrrd r* so errry csetsre of, tr*dc cad httcr atrd thc

rrtr nrc oftrn euyplled ead ht* fracy rad ht* flF?ittt€ Bot 16t*

jrrttfled, thc Xegcmrity of tls ysildors to crhibtt goodnt wrtr*t

of rrc luxury warc quftc *ffis and tk aee af rrd*nt rp{rlti

6rtr ebtef, brm cosnertlas th*g vhtch wolld bt eth*rtri*r r firr*on

d leod Mr into s glory snd rr$o}fin$ fieGs of rlst alrg dnBlrk€ntr

Ifal Et tDfrGqE ntly by diarasa rnd ssetlxtr d*aeh.*9

t eutt' rrhlcb the Iudisaf s*rt trtttl thelr no&y brcomcr thr lrer*t

d L[l tafs rdvlred to call 6r thc a$Gnt* ef thc &or6rMfint for

3, d tbcf brcou &rp*s of tho srtful und {**!g$.ng,so

d th. artlr cultlvatibn of thc lead amd m{t{as ;tork clllmt

qpctrted by rrratic htmtcrt rcd serrlorc yto rt{ll look ta tbc

t nr path for all that tr glori.oua, iad rclwlbou*aa, lsd books

br r. rothtnt ln thalr rrttuatlm s&m thay rtsndtth thc xly of,

tratlftatios."51

f.lt th.ir ouly hopc wea thrtr rErov*l $*rt bcy6*d th; r**eb

d..1d rlcrrraratly grosprrous tkcy caafiot b*, uhtrc they m trt.

r tlGg ttxrx lEE!{ tr ia rils r wttck tb&r dtd 0sr 
'lttr.etprtG 

.ad

rrry rl mt Darpsrcd.5z

fi.f. cil?.rrt*rly f,*w cnd f,**bl.a *f*ort* rrc e*ktng for rh*ir

L t mrrl agtst! to r*hom thp scrk *{ sff"qr.ttsd, s thoursad cfircGt

lrr tb: trrnef,arnaer of e clvlLlrsd popnrlatisfi Lnto the couatry

16



Q a load rd rrtgned, rre acturlly at rork to daD,rcse e*d

h-.ll

IlrcrS It 1841

Errr:rrft sp3rtn{ tn 1841, ard sret Eart ts i$rtrrlta tha slblleattcu

bt.

D : qfrod by Robcrt Stn*rt, * f*rwr euployce of Johs Jrcob Astor

H qrd rhr tbr *t H*cklnm elne* lslg" H* w*s *tco

f rrrt-y m brestag th€ flret par$oa to ft*d th* rosta frcm ttle

- 

r 3r. Iol.l thst €ould bc utLltmd by th* w*gCIn tuel&r

L r.rt, rfr.a k !r.r s nt tk*lr t* attebttrk ttu fi*r port at

b&rr.$

rrtlnd froa hrslneE* eb{rut tas3, urd asryud rr $t*ta ?reelur*r

L 
- 

etorrt d radira Agen* rhe poat h6 h*ld untll t.g*r.

b' -rl lrtlter with tlx ags$ey arganlaation and catcbltEhed hrr

-rtr'lt Gd rppolnted Dr, Jusrtn Rlcc to the HE*klnqc AE*oy. 55

ilillB AEA

rgrta to th &rd l!.Trrse area, *ewral fetmer* had been

lh t' th. Dcprrmat. rll Aprr.l of lgi4, xpbcrt stuarr.aBgotuted

E of Btrrfi'gher, I.(ichlgcn aa lhltcd gtitc* E*rur uhl*h reg

h L rrr hprrE8at. Ilrakc w4r to {n$truet th* rndl"*rl; it thc

ttrtloa tn the srt of rgrtcultuo*. *

raGr...rr f,or tbe apptnwat trsrs r.hat tu I,nr of the *am

Ftt tlca tl Frtl"l theu he bs of thc se neltgtaue fstth *s

b rtleb hr ver appoLnted *nd th*t h* wsa an lmric*a rnd

rfa Lrdtt thr ror* aretgn*d to hlu"

l. 8. I IIGB

rrrt rrrt. to ?. Ssrlcy crauford of the Ir. s, t{*r napart&nt}

17



llf, d rld thet hs bsd trlcd ro gct

ooc raltgiour erc*d

all peroons €t t!& e*$e

5?to ketp h*lwny.'

EF fTTTSIAX?

h hE hghrtyts Dlat7, se flnd thot Ebrnraer Btot"l, ?rlt*r of

3, u, 1844, certlfted thet t,Ial,t r srcha w*s *n ece*$tsblr acnbrr

Hlt rptrcopal Ghureh sn rhc Btrrutughm clr*utr cf tha l'itehdg*a

I grltffcstLon n*crassry to hl* irerk et Srand Trtrrcrsa.s8

(FLIrIGrrIGtS

ft rccorda frm llctlsnal $rchive* !Fsr6 $etitla*e from frtecd*

b the Bllringhm *:r6a ittert{a& rG Ehs fact th{t Brk* ttraa

rqFr3tllc rcrel *ud pol.ttlcal" charaetar aad {arcgrlty and n

cf rhc lbcratlc p6rty snd tbst the uader*ignad hrd nc d*ubt

-u 
dl.chrrF hle dutles ther€ fslthfully erlrl ko ths ratl*factton

lrrr.Je

tt}.rr fally wa$ oEe of ttp coloniat fmLltec Ef, Amertca--

hm Drrka cc froa Englsnd tu 1653 or 165&, snd *ettted in

Itro of l.Ialtarrs

fought in ttre

hrchrctts md latar ldl.ndror, SonmGctlcut.

Drrt DcaIG Sr,, trad Sobert Orrks Jr,, hrd

llrr.ffi

lr L ves bota la Eaetosn Hs*csEhusctts, during th* freeldracy of,

gon of, llqt/ 20, 1808-.1?$ y*are ,a&o tod*y-*hs nllr the

d tranh (PhtLllpa) prake-61

5,ly med to Or*ng* Sounty Verustt roh** hr HaB thr*s and uhrn hq

L rtL.r dled. trls father rflar.rr!"sd shoruly rfter.62

8.8 uat a stouG ma*on snd frrcr ln verlermt and li*ltcr workad

lef,g'hone *nd

tl Fr*lcrblc of

Ur ftth.r uctLl ha baem ?1, et +rhteh tLe h6

18



F; ', " . ti :: :-.. C;:ic. anC liie sapc:,i:.e gsr*i..53

ir l;-:,-:g :: l:icreha&, rJer::llnt tlie npxE y(:ar, h* joi-::ad lrj.e brother

L:* n-.-l -: ; - L:::.:.; ic ccre to l-iichigan Territcr)-,64

i:,c ::;.:-":c t.hc northeln ca&alat i'trtritelral, 1 and afterwards ftre Hrie

&u.- -": i-::.1: ani took pss,s6gc or, fhe sfeatrEr IiIAGAP$ f,*r B*treii.t and

rGlj,r.t ::d:! -:i:Lei -1, i33Lr,t;5

{d- '!;:;lxi:its -1.::crher e!;t&hl-isl'i. a hsme i.n $eiutitfi.elci, Sakland Cr:u;:ty,

ml"-ix ,rr:.: ::..:i retur*ed io i]**roit l,:here 1te en6aged la serf-1.i.ng **d

ilra;1;

il- :.t; . " r. -r.; :i Xetrcit fcr & )r*ar, It*L{:er returr:ed tr: $$!:t:hfi.eld ar:d

murr'i -:, a:i-es and ihat yee:: nl&rri-ed Adsline Euntetr, d*r*Ehter nf Elisha

I !nr- L,-: .-,ts:) i.un:er. The liilnfer faurily he*l car*,e tc t"ii"*hig&ri friq1'

, 
- 

.d . l:::. l; Lezc. 
G

m13,[Ji: . r '-]::ER DRAKE ^p.5 U" S. fAS]ffiR

ft *x.. l:.,=;se 3ay, (si.Euate ebsut ?* miles 5l{ of, }Iacllinac} as

r.: :F;:";:A ;abcrs ie nolo- rapidl.y adva*,cing, it is nece$ssry

rr,:r:: :s s.cn ss prac'f icirbte t* ycur $teiieri.

{*a* ri I ;!= cust irave applierj fcr tlle prsitia* as

l&tr :l:;::! :e garding hira in ile itational Archj-ves is

frr &,;c:: :,-er:, -:,.fitt€n frt:6, ps1=cj.t Apr:1 gth , l}itt

n r,r ' J.'e :;;l-ersed r.rith }uu et targe, relatlve

.f G* t.*s; .ir-r nc':r- tu €nt€r imtu u.ueii de*s{l--ysi:f

ls; : :rilF - sa t icn for your i:€r!':_*es 
"

: :;d :.:el"iings nc:+ er*cted i: r: Fara:*r,

IJ. $. Fartner s$ Ehe

a Lett*r to hia

and addressod tt>

6&

fsragr

t?re

that y*u

to ys'dr duties ete. ,

saLar3r af $16g9 cotftpre-

cer:nii; accar,nmrdatt $1r.

s$me eddit{o& and &et f,he car-'t e:. )our ct/n family, Yor can neke

r9



lff.rf, .tG., to eld yotr, btrt ther: ir ao frrnd to psy eo$ay

f ar r5r drbt bc lrcurrcd oa a/e of ttp D.p.rts[t.

ry rtl dlrburaecnte be rrccccury you erst wat th*n frm

[Ea Drrrrcra, aad at the trrtlmtton of your appolntwat, thr

Dsrrt to the Gowr$nt. For aay ltttle *spGaee , !'o$ Eay

tt aa r eqgtvalcct for rcat, €tc.r eB BonG 1r charged you.

Eqlrt od 5rotmelf uay ae haa b*cn thr praetidc harstofore rclte

.. ta rbrll mad Ln your fxulLyn but sGlthsr or11 aor giw

-r. 

lor r1l ycrr produe&, ir strtrct Justtct, betroug* to tha

rrr rFGLca of tradt td. tb thG$ aud havlng rrmaccrs*ry derltnga with

i E .. Eot to Grsltt Jcelouchs en$ Slrcm*fsr* c*u clfsly

tf t lrd. llr. Dougtrorty, whcennrr advia; shaLl k d*eirablc, for

a rl,^r d Sood ran1 uho hsE tbe tntarcct of tha lnd{sna drcpLy

t d,*tc rod rchool rrc dceigmd cxcluatwly for th* bcncflt of

tr cra rld or c-ebangc labor slth thea ar E y k dcrred prudcnt,

It to Ltcrfarr rtth eay lrudlate or ur&at GapX,olrsst ferr the

trt frt-rc rd pcchaalcs *rt1t ltva ia hmuyr ind at brcthren;

-ld 
be onc--ths welf*rr and proepcrlty of the Indf.rru.

' ys .rre to labor for rnd wlth the l*rllare , your ueln cbJcct

D d ch.r to labor, aad taka eare of tbaurclvao, Jrou are not to

-rl, 
but luatnrctor and $uldai cud f, tfust that the cosduet and

Qrrrrat of cach pGrson auployed by thc d*Fnrtsmt ry{ll bc auch

- 

ltrclf both to the Hhltes aad IndLa*r.
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|r fu, thlr to ltr. Ilarrnport and the !&chanics, s$ {t cotrccrng

h r crll oa Dr. Blce ct HackLnae who aets rhara as Indtnn Agent,

-Il ffirr rdvtrc, aad probably be sble to procur€ yau a speedy

I ,E rt tl.oa.

- 
r.Fctftlly Slr, Your Obt. S€rvant, Rob€rt Stusrtr Actlng Supt.

ELI IEIASES MB lBE .}OUS$EY

H. rod htc wlfe were borh 36 ye&rs c1d at the tlms of,1}i*e

II

D., b.d four children, Cordeli*, aBGd lLi l{ary ,lsnraged 8;

!, d ttltln rsho bad been born Febraaqy of that yn€r.67

for the Journey bagan tm:edtetgly. *dall*erc ptrlntc,

k ld hta rrife ard Walttrte father who hsd cffip te Michlgaa

fl 
-, 

;robrbly all hel.ped the young f*mily ln their packing.

L ht rr klpcd thea financlally le shown {n the rrcord of

nf,t pqr gtvea Septeaber 3, 1844, {n favor of }0r. l}firt6r--his psy

pqt oo a boad for e Bortgsge whteh r+ould be forfelted

t1l tl. ftrsf of October. Dr. Rl.ce who haadlod rhe eattea

rla br confcrrlng a favor on hl.n (ltr. Urcka) lf it could bs

- a! to t )' th sley oa th6 ord€r."7l

ISA'S tO lrACKIr{AC

-li." drtcraLned the openlng of

rd. b, lt. Sehoolctaft tn a$

&t hc "cobracad thc eailtng

navlgatl.o* to tha Upper Lekea

€stry of AprLl 21, mhtlormd

of one of tlrc ecrllegt vessels

I Lcl,ble.n So, we can sgsu& thst tha boatc were runnlng

t I.DD. It also E€ntioaed it thi6 ttre BtesilBbost8 wsrQ le&v-

,fu dry ro the trrasportatisu problm wae s6ttl.€d. 72
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IlEIxr.D

Gr lo.d.d uith tbcir rraovables{, €t Southf,i*ld. It ir

utcd to drm theu. thel.r goode wauld have lnclsdcdf rlrcrr

1-. probrbly a etoue, beddlng *ad llncns, cl,othes for the

H n tld. thco ov.r until. harwat, end *ecds for plxnting,

L.f , hogr aud chiekeno w€r6 pravidcd. Ox*a and ferming

AT

utEns

to the drpartreat hretre thsre tc sork tht flclds,

I 
-l 

tha pobablc that both Haltarts brsther and f,amtly end

lEr tool, thea by wegona to Detrolt rrfusrc thoy btd thcn goodbye .

.t Etrott, I{altar undoubtodl"y r*portcd to I{r. $tusrt *nd halp

tr rlfn3 .r?a geerts for the staauer. Tha gteamr MXCHIGAI{,

rI oftar rutton€d in theeg *scounts, as taktug ullltary and

, ttoop., gorlernmsnt offlcLals s*d vlsttorcr say have been

Qr rllrd oa.

D EIIIC ISIII{D

Lfy pobrbly stqrcd ln a borrdlng houee ln Betrolt for th* ntght

ql 
-ty 

to board tb. stGer which hrd crrlv*d frou Buffalo tha

lrrle3a r.r sGcured and thc goods placed oa boErd. Ai t'tl&

dlld 6or m rnrart' tbey took off with s prrtlng oi6nal wtrich a

13 qtt ft@ on high, and the u*gnlficen[t vestel, $i"th fLaga

ct tha rrt€rs wlth *a ee8y ,tately wtioa . " . tha trlp

D 6lL drye and a nlght.

rrrFroar of rhc trtp at tbo tlac lt {o qa{d th* boot r'gueead

r'Str*k*rr--lgtgr known

73

d bnttfirl grcca lalsnd forrerly callsd

L b-d after C,overaor Caser daughter),

- 
orcloek they cntarsd thr Rtv+r St. CLsr.r . . . ths ahorcl on

bqrndcd alwaye by the f,orast . . . broke* tnto b*ya and

zz



-!t*Gr 

d dtrpt fted teleads.

J h Cllrdlrtr ead Indtra eano.es and schoonartr wlth

rhilra tbr lrreo rrr of foltage whtch boundcd tlrsm. Isolated

d frcqt of Irrdtea lodgee and eevargl cleerlugo and eoac

ddf rlll.rg:r vrlrc to be seen oa the ahores.ttT4

E Apd .t Lnt.rudlate landtngc rud worad at r plece cclled

!g.rI lot tbe Frrpos€ of taklug {n wood for the voyage. It was

tL u kt rrGa! necesaarf,* but they were detalnad four hcurg

r rtlt qloyed to fling the Loge lnto the tcood hold.?5

-;rGa 
of Bl-vcr 8t, C1slr, the Amerieaa* had g fort and a

Crrtlot, sad a llghthouae uhtch wro pessed ln rhe atght,

- 

& rrt rttLag, thcy had advseead sbout 100 ullea lnto Ixke

r eftrr catcrad Seglnmr Bay wtrera sight of land wsa lort far

fr. t rG ur8 auother lighthouse oE e ltttlc laland ln thundcr

trrl.flc rolltude eould not be inegtncd thar thst cf the kecper

hly tnta Eng rccks aad tcaperts and 
""orgru.?6

EIITC ISI.A}ID

r r.lrrt et earliesr dawn the fmtly uas sfi.lkanad by the snuautl

Et oa boerd. It w8s o$sn appsrcnt they trad errived et

- 
L Crpttln sas anxiocf, ts pracoed em lrle voyagc and rsat hurry-

rd luggrgc off ths boat. 77

rt na lylag Ln * tlny bay, eroecent obap*d. Ou the Eaat the

- 
flrrhed rrlth a daep aaher Slolgn flccked qlLth *oftset rhsdrs

d . . . (!o the oppoqlte stda cf thc heavcns hung th* uoorl r . .

; f.Gorc the epkndor of tha rlrlng dry. 78
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rats rf e trld ririag out of rhe rarer lika rha faityland

5r 61d.rcd it, yaa 0ot axag,eratcd.

IL bbrr dtrcrl.ptlon ln I "Sumr Journey ln the tltreotr"

f !lI, : brrr thc decerlptlon of, tha l*Land:

L t- of th- bluff nerc strer*gd the bulld{ago of the tswn, arong

-a{Fr- 
of thcg€ sere, the Agency Houre end Gardenc, resl.dcnc*

hlrreft) Dr. Rlee, Indlen Aganr cnd th* ehurch and mlsslon hsu*6.

b rElt rcueral rndlan wLgrram*, ntrffirroua bark eaaoaa, coul.ng and

- - L Ltd SErt.a Fort t as ta the dlstnuce and hlgh above the

L tl,oct bouce and tha pretty bslcaaled restd*aees of tlre

&r.lr d ltripes waving ovcr them. The boou{ng of a eanuos rras

ft tr br of thc day.

H.- nto uere eneaaped along the brachee were beatirrlngithem-

t 

- 

bsrtcd theseelvee about the{r ehlldren, or mnkiag f,i.res

r pllrj Idian eora ln a prlmitlvc *ort of, rmtrtf,tr.tf

h.ed froo the stearnr on to e Ltttl"c uood*n gLcr and were

D - lr or boardlng house, kept by a half eaat Indtan woman

l,l r: dae to an exee,lle&t breakf,est of trhlte fi"ah, rlch

r, cofGcc aud houewde bread. Brcskfirgt watr ftniahcd by

- 
b tlry walked aLcng the beaeh and sbasrnrud thc lrdtaas untl"l

h -rlf,d for ltr. Dreke to prs!$int htar*elf at th* Ag*ncy.

Irfd Y.r oB of the buslect placa* 1* tho world--dr"lrlng che

Bteasnro rtopped thore.

79

rfa6to--rll tbc Detrott 6fid {hicego

t plrcr sas catirely {co bouad " ,

Ettnas, vlaltlng thc lelarurl thc Last dayr of Ju*G, 1837,

ldd lr ehlefly knarn ae tha prtsetpal EtatX.os of, ttp Sreat

24



': lr: r:a:e. [thers kncr,- it as the eeet af, an xadtr** ]!insic*"

,ffir r;J-- es a frontier gatrist-,n, ft is knr:iqm tc! m€ as fhe lrildest and

lm.ilr,: r-ri. :f beaucy that r iaave yet seen oft cclrits earrh. It ts a

,l! "firr: : - :re r: - : s i.n circumfere$ce: trei"ng in th* $tralt beiire*n th*

o; *:. -i* g:- liurcn ar:d betwee* the cca$ts *:i l{{"chf"ilan end {,'iseorr$in,!l

trr ":!nt-e -:escribed the ,leerle :-n htrr bnctrr ,ta, $ar:ener ,I*urn*3, in ghe

,r :-e: -: -i--, ,..'lien sire 'r,;y&t.cked tr*clier"as Lar:ding and fi*tr;in6 *I<:un

rk!.*u!: :e--. ;:auLe a bi.re.: I:arlq cartce si:*Lrt ?* feet tr_oelg upou the

d rr'.l

0:t:: :..eir lcdgee . . s fet+ pc3.e* ptacenJ :$,n e c$"r*_}"*, r:ne

i ::': - :r lhe esrth and tlte otitar: tllet ** thr: t*p . r"iith

:i : - :e: arousd th+:s* i.eav.i.r:g a:: r:pening .f*r tlie el*or i:rer

.: - !: ''e: . iletting ,.,res sprsad cn t?:e fLcc,.r :inside eyr._i fltre

:n:-ire:: les '.'ere pl*ee* inside and ghe canoe weg $ra:+.i: rrxr

nlT"

mUr

Ii{i

llt .::.rr!:i .: :::s .'c::ten ''.!as a e**t{}n sh:Lrt, cl"cth leggiits and a dartrc

il.l!!l[: r,ir.-aces, silver armlsts enqtr *ij".l"ver errrf-ngis. ?he cy'tss ef

iln8pt[:J I:.::-ani:et

ill&&rEffilr -: -}€ :.ced.

cotto:: shirts, t:lue sr scariett l*ggirs a$d deer

ccat ,.;&s the mr:st generai. ?he facgs of, sever*l

tE:-! ,ili:t :-::. .':g:.ians an* p**r tcigrpsfiis. {.{h*l-e famite* ra6ged, xtea&re

1 mr[ ::.-.8rs, Sa]i lrlth iiress and rrnar$e$t$, fat en{i weiL-favoured.

mlli. -.r ::tl r€ -r"er€ treings qrri-t* di$tincf .

'\[nn': Li .: :-ctrenr-:-:'r3 t:reir ig*ges tr:*.le per]raps * holf ar: hs:ur and

":^! ::--e:: ',.'-;;-'ans liie pt)Les rif i:tre t,r{gr"rAm$ .,t*re pLACet{ On the

: x'::r s, then ruts anC l-.undi.es placecl tln, t*p *f tl:eal, serving

?.5



D l. .ESIII BIC8, U. S. INDIAH r6EN?

I r'docl, llr. Drake vcntured to caLl on Dr. Sice to r6p€rt

lnstructlons and maked Lt-ff aod faily. Also, to receive

h trrsportltioB to Grand Traverge.

of thc butldings of the Uutted $tstes Agency st that tim

6t tb rtr, by Couetaace Fenirpre !{oolsen:

i-, rtc . quaint, picturerque old pleee, stretchLng back frora

gerden

f1ffir.

3b rced gLra bordered thr littLg p$rt, tte o?&rgrswx!

|l r ctrDt stockade ten fe*t in haight, rolth a maaeive

!E ll trEt.

rE* *arading the place rvs$ not an u$R€cessary defanee. At

-.tt 

lry:Dts the Island gwarmd pith Indique hrho eame from

d tlr Eorthtrest to r*ceLva the Gov*rnsent p{.tta$ee. C#pea

r lr rr tbc eye eouLd reach, these wLl.d warrior&, drersed

with gr&edy eyee ae they wattedfff 1rrr3tr vatched the Ageacy

tlEt Fr3 brrred, and sentLnels stosd at th€ l"aop-fu61Es rs{th

; c by ooc tha ehiefs arcre admLtted, atalk€d up to th*

ltt a tbr rttht, and rec€iv€d the allott*d rura, stlently

-?rlll 
froo the displayed goods, and ae sLlently dcparted,

lrlrt GJrc., until the greot g;ats closed behlnd bts.

1: of th- Fort wera pLaeed eo &* to conmand ttra agency during

,8, td vtcn, after several etrxic'us, watchful. d*yr *nd ntghto,

h hd necsived hia portion and the last canoa startsd away toward

rrtlt oaly thc caparatlvaly pcoeeful m*tnland r*dlan* b*hLnd,

b r loog breeth of relief.
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b e r.ctt il "h. groundf nlth $tngs end vsr{ous sdditioue

r tf - *; oo crch atdc and behtad wera rougtr outstdc ch{ameys

lL d.r; c tb roof, wcr the ceatraL psrt, dolwr**l,ndorys shgred

-tlE 
d Lcrr rod thcrc at irrG$rlar Lntenrsl"g r*r*r* outsld€

rrb H redra rhrtters fastctrsd back s{th !.rons eheped ltke

? r r tlc cratrrl door ras a btr*ga kaoekar, and a plate

:f, EllD Slffs tGENCy.tt fte hcuee was peintad greea

- 
d.tlr of, roaa, large end gusll ehonring traecc of york&n-

h -rl . rrte 1oea1ity, the cell.trss . . . doeorated wlth

lL 
-r 

Gr-atcd vlth ecroll-roerh, rnd trxr largc spsrtaenti

d rL -rr= ha1l posaeaecd ehrffircy plecec and chaadellers.

[I rdtr, tbet ueat up iuto a ktnd sf darh $*H. r a .

-.rrlq! 
n lta hlgh nantele, braec gudlrona on itr nary

Grrr 6or r11 tts ltttt* wlrldma aad c*ppetr for al.l tre

llhl Botr. ltuch cooklng $GBt on, and amkc curlcd up frar

A-fr sbca there h'ae Kteh €at€rta*mnt gotng on .

rf itht llttle Fort oa the hatgbt, thr chlef faetore of

- 
* u. s. radian Ageatr f,orand ths feudal orlatocreey

b tr' lrut b.d th€ met laryoclng meaolon and often ths

f ff-*A yftf llgbts itg whole broadsLde of wlndore rnd gay

rC r dcro Frcnch vloltna.

|_.+ *r Frldr of the lolrnd. If* prla arbora, ite rprtng

b. ltr flqcr bcdr, wherr wi.th lnf,tnlte palue n o f,w h*rdy

5 to blorc; its eber,*ry trG€ *rr€nus rhoae early r*d f,rnrlt

- 

Eld rcrccly rtpca; its snnuat .gtffitrts at vGgGtables,
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Ic Gr to Drturl.ty--fotEd tCIp{ct for coriu6ftatr.oB ln eanrt ctrclar.

*lrrr tb rerre left to thc uatnXend Indtarrgy who se o*cr nith

jra b.Fd rith flns, 18rg6, tfu1s-Joekctgd f3i-lot t, btrttrlrg tha

Itr r taf or tro of bread eud a llttLe uhlekey,

t Efd 33c frm the Agency st stght-*tha lights of th* vessel* {.u

rtcedy radlgaes of ttre ltthlrouse at S$tt Blrne *ho*ing ehe

Lt h!D--the garden eut th€ vlew of tlr* v111a$6' bnt owrtrcAd

n thc ltghted sindorsa of *lu $orl.

IITDI IrlOlrIED OT lXS *NRTYAL OT ffiE ONA&ES

!l- llc. hrd rlraady bacu lnf,orred of the arrlvgl of Mr. Sralo sad htr

- 
prprr.tLons wezc aade rc Etor€ thetr gooda urtlt thalr depnrture

Er*rc. lE. Stusrt k*d Brovfeu*Ly mde arran&Gsiltt f,or reffis

!t th€ rgcney for hls*sstf, ard athet Bor16rrme;1t offf"eia}s trtd

tl rr &bt that the Draker wErr lnvlted ta p{rtak6 of thc hoepLtaltty

brrr boe,

Ia b.d a largs fatly

d ttrltorg trere wtlcam

rd the latcst fsw6

and g fev mre chLldreu prubebly wetrG oo

ln that $orth6rn lcolated artu after th6

frosn Settoit tnd Hrn gtusrt trur€ mat

r lsr.arory of ttre Agcney Et !4acklnsc f.u 184580 ,u* flad that

r ljrocy hoqae, bsrr *nd prcul*ee oad a dorrnftqry bulldtag,

GEFotcr eh<rpe , Thc dorn{Eor7 rastt I lorgc butlding used ac

blaEk-

a

Arrenge-&r Iadtan suppllee artd whare they r+eafvsd their aarl$ltiai.

elp therc for..rhe* to *lcep erd sook thtir w*ls" It slEo

I - llftrrary.

Glct of the {gancy usr furnlrbcd wtth a eoupla of off{ce tsbLca--

z8



one with pi&€eEt hoLee, e deelc uiLh en ink sfand and eend box, a:! ltron safen

fhree chalrs a$d ten efftce beuehes, fites af bonds, letters, snd r€cords,

five ladtau flega, Lt pounds clf se$lng thread, a pi.le of brJ.ckn tent afid

poles, s eaase, poles and paddLes, ei csrt, a 1cg chaln, a $sq!, Joi-ntere'

and jack plane and thirty cords of ureod for use Et th€ dor*itory.Sl

At the titqe thE invencory i+as made by e.. &ice, he srote t* I&. $tusrt

Bayjngr "I ttrlnk on the r+hole the plan af the Government ta the rnly ane

that ron $dve a fast sinking race from utter *bLivion." thle gtves us a{i

Ldes that Dr. Rice wss a kindly persoc and eonsclenticus sbout hls

obltgations.

FI&.SE p&OmSt&Nt MISSION IN I'!tE GRAND T&I\TERSE RECION

tis dsubt Sr. Rice ln his c$nversation with Wglter Drake, told hiat

a lot about tts Gr*nd Ttsverse area +rhieh can be teconstructed from Miss

Cracker's deserlptton :

toTrlbes of rhe Alg*uquin f,amily lived ln the regto* bctdertng Grand

Traverse Bay. They $ere Ottawas and Chi"pperoas. The Ottatrag caae frffii

Canada, East af ;'ake Euron as far as their tralls ean be tree*d. the

Ottswas were sB]&:.l in stature but expert in watfare. Th*y were ehortn r+ith

broad shsulders and strong unrscles. I*ey were also s v€ry lntelligent er{.be.

Ttrey loved gaudy blankets. lAe custoua, language and trsdirio4a of the

*Etawas, Chlppei,rAe and pottalratomies Irer€ very sim{trsr. ln fact, these

three f,orrred ghe ecrunctl knor*n as rrTtrree Fires*r sLgnlfytns friendshtp."

EMBI,SMS OT fiiE TE,IBES

tttie Sttaw* emblem 'uras the blEck beer; the Cl"rtppewas rh€ seaBultr,

and the Pottswatouie* rhe beer.er.

"?he e*thol.i.c fsith was re-estab}iEhed in &met fiounty by fr. Frsn*is

B*rdi* ta t"S25, the Otcawas rsere llvi.ng irr aboriglnel seate *f enJoynent'

29



It wac d*serlkd by BL*ckblrd as the "f,olden Age of Arhre Ltoeherrr ats the

region !r*s Senerat l,y referred ro. .

tf?hc rudLaus enJoyed physteal eou,fort*. Along the ahorec of *rbre

Croche, ttrey fouat{ abundanee of wiLd thlngs grawiag, strrwbarr{e$, r&&p-

berr*.ae and bl.ackberrles tn great qua$titlr, Bl.ackbird sai.d they w&r& so

abundanr they perfu*red the alr alL aLong the eca*t, r*hsu the eea*$n tEas ot

its helght.

't{11d pl.geons sldarmed lq clouds. i a$senger ptgeonr migrstcd over lake

Mtchigan-*the ted mn eaught Elny Hackinqt,r trout by hook and lin*. Ttre

wtrlte fi.gh vere plenttfrrl and great quantttl.es were ecooped trp tuto thetr

nets wi.th ltttle effort.

"In ttre fell of 1841, there rlere five butldlngs at thic miesi*n rElde

frorn Indlaa rolgtu*ms.-the sehoohouse and al,l thg houses except l1r. lloughertyts

ltsrs built *f logo covered $ith cedar bark. ttretr Chl.ef was Ahgo*a--

the flying hawk.

Aceord.lng to s progress report October 28, 1842, wrftt*n by

sobsrt stuart8a, to ?. llarrley Crawford of the I.Iar Departrrentl fith* 
tstoo

bands of Ottewss at LtArbre Croche and 6Ysnd tr*rer*e sre €!s a body making

nilost grattfyi.ng progr€ss ln the srts of eivlliaation--rnuch credit ie due to

the r*lsslonsrlee end sehool teachere fclr thetr untlring esal eud sfforts ts

prs{ote both the{r rerqporal end spirf.tual uetr"fsrs--I tuke pleaaure Eleo ln

reportl-$g the gsod eenduct of the C;overnaent Barrrers and Meetranics nfrr

engloyed-;great eunrlatLon has lately sprung up srlong the IndLsne! aB to who

shall have the best h$u*e, furnLturen fsrm, etc. ttrey ara alsc procurlng

csttla* lrogs, and poultry, in ehort thel.r conditto* lr helng lapreved raptdl.y

as any trlbe i.n this region."
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U. S. FARMEB| S AErcRT, Jenuary 3L, t\t+Z frour 6rand Trsverse
Joseph
Jooeph Ds!BG r^ras the farnrer who held th* post previoue to l,,Ialtcr Drgkc.

From h{s repof,t of January 31, L*t*z, he glves a descriptiou of ihc con-

ditlons st ths Crasd ?raverse Station as far as the famrsr rdss ccncero*d.83

Be reported that he couldnrt rent a houee so built on aa addltion to

the one he oecupied--thls lses the blaeksmithrs hou*e which vae 11x24 feet

Hith one rasm and two ema1l bedrooms. *re Eddirion was t5 feet long by

22 f.dat wide. Reverend Dougherty had helped hln reioe it ard gave him

lumber and cedar bark for the house and barn. [tr. Johraonn the carpenter

at the station, had given hfun planks and by re-arranging the l"umbcr he

uas able to fLnleh off a bedroom and pantry.

Itrs made shlngles for the roof, but had boards ontry for tealf the floor.

But--he had a good roof. tle had pai.nted the front--and in all uas quite

comfortablc. In addition to the house wss a 1og barn and a cosl house

rshtch belonged to the smlth ehop,

He repcrted he had ,1is.r1s; produce and logs, had plor+ed for the lndians,

Ibugherty ahd himseLf; had planted ostg, peage lslcl, snd potatoca, repaired

ral1 fences (150 rail.o) and fenced a lot for hay pesture, fhe Indiana had

30 hoge and pf.ge whlch got lnto the gardens and dcstroyed h*lf of the potatocg

and cornn but he had replanted Eht Potatoes,. He had hawLed loge for the

Indians Eo build houscs.

A t€upersncc *ociety had been forsled and no drunken Indlsna had been

srosnd sLnce--they were butlding houees and Livlng trike the ldhite people.

Ihere were about 27 fauiltes and sometir*$ they all wanted their work done

at the sanm time and i.f they coul.dntt have lt dona **hen they uaated lt--

they wou!.dntt have it done at aLl.

Doore and sash and wlndow Lighta were ordered fron Hackinae. Sther
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$upplies sent to Grand ?raverse from btackinac r.rere barrelc of p*rk, fLour

and salt, bushels cf c*rn and pounds of tobaeeo'

four

age$

week

Fronr Mr. Doughertyre report at this ti-Gle there wer* 35 Indian children'

French and oae mixetl biaod sttendi*g the sch()*L. They ver* dj'fferent

and sex, School was kept open from *ctober untiL l&rch excePting one

the laet of, secemb*t.*o

On the first of March the fanilles all- removed te their sugar caInp6

and the school was nccessarily suspended untiL ttleir return.

Irregular{ty of the ettendance idas a great drawback but ttre confinesent

e$d restfsints of the schoolrooEr i.rere i-rksome to those vho had been accus-

tmred to rove unrestrained. The chlldren ltere treft very much to their owa

r,ril-l of sttendance and the precariaue mode oI: subsistj'ng, much an fishing

and hunt{ng, the oLder boys r*ere frequentl'y called away from sehoel tc help'

Sever€nt Dnugherty reported they had fairl.y c*smeneed a vi'l'lage and had

laid out a street and had erected several' substantia}. 1og houses' t{hat

had retarded ttrera !j,as the uncertaiBty of their Location and they had ex-

pressed tI-lemselves as being strongly desi.rr:us of remai"ni'ng and m*king i't

their home by purchase, if they couldntt secure them otherwLse'

S::veratr of ttrem had their houses up but llere at :tstandstill r:"ert havi-ng

tools and not knowing how to make wi'nd*w sash and doars and they looked to

the minister f*r atd r"rhich r,ras given as other dutles all"cwed'

TIME TO GO ON 1B 6RAND TBAVERSE

Dr. Riee procured Pacsage for the Ilrakes on a sehao$etr or can$e'

Recorde shsw the coet of, this trip vas $20.0085, quite a sum far that time'

In fact, one farmer, Hr. carrier, turned the jcrb clown because cf the ex-

pesse invoLved.



Arivtng at Grand Traverse the usual. procedure wae to unload the goods

on the beach and all the people of the village esre dfi,rn to greet the

arrival of the boat. The whoL0 population halpd them tr: gct thelr

belonglngs to the{r housc.

Ilre firet rcport that Mr. Drake eent fram Grend Traveree war dated

Hay 12, L844,86 Dr. Riee had lnstructed him to se$d a report of Ehe con-

dition of the cattlc and also '\ahat had beet to be dona tnrith them 6c. and

ln reply to it I would inform you that the cattle ar I can Judge crust b€

st Lc{tst 14 yeare old. fhey have been strained eome tfune by hard u*age.

Itey are now very poor and thln and in no condition to ds the r*ork that

we haw ts do wlth Ehcm,'t

Se then suggested they be blcd aad turnod out to grass as soon as

they could be rcpLaced. Hc al"so sald that by fall thcy nould 'bake very

tolerable beefr'end thet aa fair prlce could be reccived. t{e suggeated

that thcy get two yoka of cattle, ateut heavy yoke, raeLL broka and not

unnrl.y or bad ebout breaklng fcnees whlch eaueed troubl.c to th€ Indlan

fields.

IIe aleo mentioned that they had to draw Logs and aaw thel.r lumber as

there was none to be purchased. They h{red earm hel.p about aawiag and

asked th*t thcy send a few boards aB the trndlau urork was preasing and

they didnft have tlfip for sawing. I?rey aloo exehanged work wLth the

mission tn order to u$e their o""o. 86

Hi"s second report deted Septeurber 30th, 184487, said that the houre

wae shared wtth the assietent farmr and thai lt was too emal.l for two

famiLtes ao livc in and it rorae neeeasary to make an additton, r.rhlch he

did, of 12x21 feet.

Itre eontlnued thc work carried on by thc fsrraer who had pr*ceded h1m
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srd reported he had har*l.ed 378 Logs for the lndlans ts build with aud 35

loade of produce from thelr fieLds--sorre eorn and some bark to cover their

houses and two canoeE which they had built ln tha wood6.

Xhey had spcnt three weeks looking for hay and cutting it and succeedcd

in gettlug four tonr. lAey had to go 15 mi"Les to cut: itr as ther€ r{as aone

ilearer end islth the corn and oats whlch they had reapedl they would bc

able t* rslntar the o:ren.

l{e reported the liidlans were luproving theurselves and needed urore

plcughtug and teaming done. Ttre cart they had, need*d nneading and it woul.d

be aeceEsary to have new vheels for it. tte eaid thcy raould need two buehels

of tlmothy Grass seed to seed dowa in the fall and suggeeted they tul.ght obtain

soa*e good cattle in the neighbourhood of Birminghan, whcre he hod E€sidcd

ra Mr. llunter wouLd be able to supply th*u as cheap ss thcy could get

enywliere (Hr. Huntetr eras his father-in-Lar,r).

REPO8T Otr i{ALtER OXAKE KR March 28, 18458S

Seport of the spring work was dated March 28, L845, in addttlon to

166 loade drawn for the Indians they had drawn tlmber for two boats 6nd

eight troughe far storing sap. They had moved thc faultles to the eugar

eamp and tn som cases where chey had been eick or disabledrtred acsisted

ia their sugar rmktug.

Itrey had drawn slx Loads of coal for the blaekennith and spant teo

days in getting hay for Ehe cattle.

It had been the custom previously to sttead ta eaeh call of the

dtffereut IndLans for fire wood as esch otre rcauted it and mrch time rrac

spcat to Littl.e purpose in going from ene place to the other and Flr. Draka

hsd {rade s proposal i* thc fa1l, that tf they would all turn out and get

thei.r rorlntcr supply of wood, that he end hie asslstant riroul.d help thGm gct

34



lt i* and after theio he aad his essistant would have nrork of their own

which Lhey could get doree.

In thls report, he said, he had tried to accoraplish, the obJect for which

he was sent ffiong thEm ttto lrork 'sith thern, teach therc farni.ng to the best

advantage, end not to indulge theu iu idleneae by doing cheir uork for

thea.'

As there nsa no bEra he had eommenced to frars one--28x34 feet--and

had rsoat of the tluiber hewed and drawn to the $FCtt. ile hsd made 10,000

ehingles for the room snd thought the barn 'rias very $eee$sary ts the fsrm-

ing departtrEnt as ccneiderable hay and fodder had been lasf or deatroyed

by standlng ouE during the winter.

I{e ncedad boards and planks to fluieh lt off end e$ggested the l,lsntstce

m{lL as betng the nearest plaee. Hor.revGr, a letltr from }1r. $tuett from

Detrolt April ?2, L845,89 said tire request could not be comglied wlth--he

should have bullt hi,e baro so as to filL ln idirh logs aad cI'ay.

NOB,$R? STUART EUCCEEDED BY WII.LIAM A. RTSHMOHD

ttre f,artlng tools were gof.ng to decay

and there was no place to thraEh tha osts.

up the barn durlng the apriug, it would be

i* the nsxt sufinter.

Stuart rdas suceeeded by l,Iilliam A.

whieh necessitated l4r. Drakc to obtaln

ncighbors ta Blrmingham to eontinue his

91petitionB -- are auKln8 the records, and

admia{ctratlon.

by being exposed to the "oraather

lle thought, thst by putting

ready to put the hay and fedder

Riehuuad of Grsnd fiapids,

petltions frorn hir friends

work at tlrand Traverse.

he uas retalngd under the

90
May 3, 1845

and

t\so

nefi

ITE!,{S ENOUG$T BY ?BAD8R I.N11} GBAI.ID T*AIIERSE

After Mtr. Same left tha station as f,armer, hc €ngeged i.n frading errd

it ts lntereatins to note the ltems whleh he brought on hia boat to eel1
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at Crand !"av*rs*,9l Barrels of pork, lardo flour, kegs of, tobacco,

powder and bage sf shot. A box of tea, two dosen bsttles of crstor oil and

two ba:res of eoap, ttro doaeu eandlee and two doaen slove ptp€.

OR. AICB EgPOB?$

Or. RLee reported frou Hsckinac July 1.1, 1845, that he had recelved

report$ of the farrer, blackmith, aad carpent€r at the station of Grand

I?avaree $ay filr ths s€eond quarter of 1845" Ai"eo report of the Revsrand

?. Dougherty, mlssionary 8t the same place ; alL of rshich lie had eaelosed.

*e 6eve as ths ref,son for aot sending them earlier ttrat th*re had been nc

opportunity to send ttleu from this plaee.

A footnote from llr. Rlce seid: "I think you wili. find all these

ropsrts full af tntercst, in regards other progress of improverrent exlong

the Indienail--and of couree theae reporrs $ere aot ineluded in ehe r6cords.

An order for uaterlals fre the carpeuter shop at Grand ?raverss
qt

Bay in 1845-- ls lnteresttng a$ to the items ordcred--besidcs boardso

pLanken nails! gctreqrs, two dozen tabLe hingee, ttrey srdcted 20 gall-one of

Venetian redr 3 gellerne of paint oil, 1 gallon of terpentine, l yoke of

cattlc for the faraiug depertrent--$85 to $90, L pair tiGreels, $22,00; l"

pLough $8.5S, l cradle acythe $2.50 and two grsas scythes ar $1.00 each.

B y December of that year the uestsrsnt blscke&ith at Grand treverse

ttaa arr lndlan by the nac of f,h-t(g-S-$6y.

!h. V, $. sseve&s lrrote to ltr, hkl. A. Richmnd at thG Detrolt Agcney

January 1,846194 and eald that the Chtef at Grand Trsveree wanted hls young

alen to Learn the esrpnter tred€--so pey bur to Lsarn. lte {hfef was

diesettsfied with !b. Dougherty as he kept raporEing them getting drunk to

the Separtrfiefit, By February Chief Ah go sah, nrote that he wss t+ell sEtls-
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fied wtth persons sent to help thero thgt the Indianc were buey puttiag up

houses o$ th6 laad selected by him-Re $he go ${y--gn6 that f,iv.lr or six were

already built end that they were trylug lo

get tlnb*r for mcr* and that Ehey would have five or slx rcrc dons durlug

the uinter snd spring.

Ah go seh elso s6id that there T,ras very Litflc lce on ttre Lake and

that the crossing to the usrinland had been almost lmposslbLe--that rhe Leke

was free of ice asd there was nathing to prevent a steambost frorn cming to

their r+harves and that the oxen could be shipped from D€troit. there

was rm.rch gtekness that uinter and the Indlane prophisted war--rhey eald

they had hsd e simlLar rE,{nter the year before the last tear.

By Decenber t>f the year 1846 
95 

Chtef Atr gos ah, wrote to !,1r. Stevene,

Acttng Indlan Agent at Detrott, eaytng they had no aosistaflt ferm€r and

wanted htm to knora the type of na$ they &rented. &ey werc hsvlng dif,ftculty

uaklng themaelves understood by the present farner--!!r. Draka--aa he wss

not acquslnted with thelr language. XAey wanted Eoffio$e appolntad rho

oultt coilu€rs€ r*Lth then and nhose tnstructiorte they could understand, ltrey

susgested John Caapbell, an lnterpreter with whm they were well ccqusr.nted

and who couLd *peek thetr language very readily and t*ould havc been broughr

up to famtng and i* cvery way a sultable ferson f,or the sitt{ation l*t"e/

and tlrat they would be pleased to have hln sPpointcd.

At this ssm tim there was another report from Wa1tct Brake r*ho

sent hLa $taterpnt of work done andlng kcember 31 (1S46)96.

Xtrere hed been 176 loada of cora, Sotato66 and 27 Logo drawn for the

Indlana. *ueaty-trgo c$rds ef urood drawn for the blackemlth to make cosl,

Ite hed drergrt stone and underplnned the barn and taLd the floar and uade
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s;alls for the eattle and eome time wgs spent {n drawisg fodder for the

eattle--as thera $ag no teaur ln the lll*sion.

Ha aleo dr6w stone to underpin tha schoolhousa *ud som€ tlmbcr f,or

them. As he had been a!.ane that qlrarter lre tras unable to Sccofipltah ag rruch

lgork ss ueugl but lra had endeavored to have the Indians rlo their rxgn uork

as rnuch a* possible. they riere not abl* to help wtth their harge* much

for the wart, of cart* to work them in.

IiALlg8, EEAKE RESIGI{S

On Jure 21st, L84? 97, the next record regarding Mr. Drake ts hte

reaignetio$, in a lettcr wrlttetr by Alvan Coe, who r,ras takin$ care of the

urlssion whlle Mr. I),ougherty and hts famlly had gone Eest, ?hey were to

retutrr Ln August, t{x. Coe reported that: l{r. Drake, the famer there,

had lnforred htm that he had sent in hls resignotion and that he reeomnded

John ltromse of Vernsn, Grecnhull eounty, Ohl.c. as replaceusnt. lle ended

by aaying: "${ay 6od Bless your efferts to do the InCiane good.'l

llaLter Drakers resig$ation rEas rubmltted Juna 30, 18{t798 aa farmer

for the Ott&+,rs Indians at Grand Trsverse $tatlon lu Hfchigan" He placad the

foLLowing property beLonging to the hp€rtmilt in the cate and euatody of

Bobert Caapbell, Carpeeter at the station, to be dellvered to Hr' Rle?rmud:

2 yoke oxen, 2 yokcs, 3 chains, 2 plaughs, I cart, 11 palrs of wheeler I

credie, 2 gras* $cythes, 2 scythee, 2 raksa, 2 h*y forken *n tN' 2 *tlgere'

? ada, l epade, L shovel, l croes c$t aar*, l wood eaw, L stred, l iron

r,redge, l with wings, 1 broad ax, 1drag, L3 teeth.

REfilRt{I}S, tU SOUfiImSLD, OAKIdI$D muilrr' }ftc$Ic,al{

the Dreks faxi.ly returned mrch ttre aare aa they had eolu! ' they loaded

thelr goods on the sehoouetr for Hgcklnnc lel"and, changlng thert fot thc

st€amer for lletroLt.
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tht eteluwr bore then eouthward end tooklng bsck toward the Island they

could dtrtLnguiah the ald Ageney ln lts whole r*nbliag length- Eventually

tbe roof of the pleaaa becare lost, then the dorurer-rctndors, and finatty

only the white ehiwreys vith thelr crooked t6lls. Ihe au* ssnk fnts th*

$trait . , . the €veillilg gun flashed frou the llttle $'ort on tbe he{ghr,

thc shsdo&rE gre*, derksr and derker, ttre Island turned i.ato green foliage,

then a bLue outline, and finaLly there ras notshlng but the dusky waters.

EN TXTTNU MESSAGE OS ?HE TTIIES UINTI}IG fI{H C$ANgf,Sg$

. ' ,but w* csu se€ clear sky beneath the lr:',"rering clo$d . r . we have Lr:ng

since burrlEd cl*ep the Tourahawk and deeire to *ultl.v*te the srts of peace,

ts becose ei.tleenlr, to procure for each of uo a piece of land and to

Eontinue ln rhls the land of our youth arrd the gravos *f our s'athers.

ilalter Dreke and hts fanatLy retur*ed tc Oakland County. llls duughtar

Cordelis was rilsrrl.ed Ln $fuminghasr lu 1859, to }Ilram larc{ua tavie Jr.,

I young $ew Yorker uha had came to Hichigan frorn !&l"one, Ne*r York in 1850.100

l{alter Drsks and his fanilv h'Bnt to fen*eee Couaty tn 1860 and reslded

for flve yesrs end rhea to f.e'osso where ha rernslaed for five years unttl.

tn 1870, tra p,rehased 160 acres ln &rsh ?otmsh{p, Shtawcesee County, !{lchigau

where he rar{.ded the remainder of hle trfe" l*l

Ilie wifa Adallue died, Auguet 22, 1881 *nd !{al"ter l}rgke died l,lry 5, 1903,

tha age of 95. rtrey .rre burietl in Ht. Hc'Fe cemtery, four u{.Les North

st*ooso, oo u*47.102

Born durln6 t?:e Prestdency af thomas Jefferson snd dtelng undar tlre

Prc*Ldtncy of lSreodore Roos€vslt, whst a epan of axcltlng years thle srsa

Ilraks wEs fl Tiritnc$a to. ?racLng ti:e life of Ualtar llrake, wy greafogrest

gr*udfather opened up a truly excitltrg sfory whl*h th*re reeorda bave rayealad.

at

of
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(incomplete as of November L964--I will furnish finished copy--Helen itlallin)
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