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HISTORICAL FACTS ABOT]'I THE GzuND RI]rER
by Ford. Ceasar

Iong before the first settlers arrived. in Michi-
Eant the Chippeway (O;ibr,ray) fndians cal}ed. the
stream Washtenong which meant "Big River" to the
Indians.

Nathan L. Cooley, the first mal-e white child. to
be born in Iansing Township or in present
Lanslng came into this world in a small cabin
built not far from the River near the South
Waverly Brid-ge. He was born Jarnsary 6, 1&0.

Alfred- M. Cooley who lives at 3535 Moores River
Drive is the great grand-son of Jacob Cooley. He
has the origi-nal- title to the tand signed by
Presid-ent Van Buren" Moores River Drive is
ad-jacent to the Grand. River on its South sid"e.

CoI. John Burchard- was the first record"ed_
death due by d.rownlng in the Spring of t843,
at Seymours Dam while attempting to repal-r a
break in the dam. His canoe capsized and his
bod.y was recovered- several miles d.ornmstream.

James Turner built the first large mansion on
the high banks at the North end of the "bi_g
bend-". Tater this was knor^rn as the Dod-ge
Mansion and is now the Great Iakes Bible
Coltege. The Mansion was started in 1853.

Ransom E, Old-s built his first car in a little
shop along the banks of the Grand" on River
Street. This area is now called" Kalamazoo Plaza.

The first covered. brid-ge crossed- the Grand. at
"Iower Tovn". It did not last long however, in
as much as an early Spring flood. took it out.

Waverly Park at the turn of the century was a
place for amusement and" recreation. Located at
the South Waverly Brid-ge, it could. be reached.
from d.or^mtown by a small steam launch or by
electri-c street car.
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TIIE RIVER GRAND

THE RIVER GRAND, a TV show produced by
Charles E. Floyd-, rad.io and" TV producer for
the Office of Information and Educatlon of
the Michigan Department of Conservation,
will be presented to the Historical Society
of Greater lansing, Wednesday, March 11, at
8:OO P"M., at the Kalamazoo Street Sehool,
lI! Kalamazoo Street.

The show which wllt be on fil-m gives a hard-
look at the results of a half century of use
and abuse of }4ichiganrs second largest water-
shed.. ftrs the story of a three-way munic-
ipal, ind.ustrial and. recreational squeeze ort
a JOO-miIe river system our forefathers saw
fit to label: THE RIVER GRAND.

Floyd- was born in Sioux City, Iowa, has
Iived- most of his life in Michigan. He

received- hls bachelor of arts d.egree from
the University of Michigan in L950.

He joined- the Conservation Departmentrs ed"-
ucation division in 1!48, hand-ling the news
release service, wri-ting feature articles
and" fulfilling special requests from news-
paper and radio editors.

\n L))2, Floyd. assisted with the production
of the Department's magazine and the follor,r-
ing year vas promoted- to associate ed"itor of
the publication.

Beginning in L95\, he switched from ne'ws-
paper and magazi-ne work to launehing the
Department's weekly television prograJn. At
first it vas carried. only on the originat-
ing station, T/KAR-TV, Michigan State
University. Growing interest in the program
resulted in a "network" of IJ Michigan, Ohio
and Wisconsin stations carrying it by L))6.
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EXH]BIT T'OR THIS ME'ETING:

--is prepared- by CarI Hammond" of Eaton Rapid"s.
l4r. Hammond, a free lance vriter will furnish
pictures and memorabilia on EATON RAPIDS"

zuBLICAT]ONS

HISTORY OF TIIE M]CHIGAN DEPARTI\MM OF ]trALTH
--a talk by John R. Cook, Chief, Office of
Public Health fnformatj-on, Michigan Department
of Hea1th, given at the October tp62 meeting
is available to all mernbers. If you haven't
picked- up your copy at the meetings they t,rill
be mailed. to you after the March meeting.

OF SPECIAL TNTEREST TO CIVTL WAR BUFFS

A continuing exhibit relating to Michigan ln
the Civil War can currently be seen at the
Detroit Histori-cal Museum, Woodward- at Kirby.
Among the interesti-ng i-tems on dispJ-ay are
uni-forms, weapons and- equipment. The museum
is open 9:OO A.M. Lo 6:00 P.M., Tuesd.ay
through Sund-ay. Closed. Mond.ays.

ABOUT OUR MMVEERS

The RICI{ARD SIEATERS are vacationing
We are looking forvard. to an exhibit
them on their return"

NEW MM{BERSHIPS ADDED:

The River Grand., Continued

The program "Mj-ehigan Conservation" won flrst
place at the Amerlcan Exhibition of Education-
aI Rad.io-Televj-sion progra^tns held. in Cohmbus,
Ohio, in L956" It received flrst ptaee - -
award-s from the American Association for
Conservation fnformation for the years L)J)
and. Ip6O and. first place for TV spots ln
- ^/'-l9bL. Floyd- has received, simllar honors for
d-istlnguished educational TV prod,uctlons
from the Michlgan Outdoor Writers Association.

IN X/.EMORIAM

Our sympathies are extend-ed" to lvl:'s.
Bernard- Coggan at the d-eath of her husband.,
February 21, L9$, Mr. and Mrs. Coggan
were both members of our Society and"
contributed. much of themselves to our
work"

in Florlda.
prepared. by

APRIL loth NEET]NG

Due to the illness of
was to speak to us on
Into Nlichigan" at the
tr'Ioycl very graclously
ment and Mrs. Brunson
Atrtri1.

Mrs. Rose Brunson who
the "Negro Mlgration
March meeting, Mr.
accepted. this enga,ge-
will speak to us in

Ed. Kirkbyl John Ful1er, Inlrs. Iois Glass, John
Curry, Bruce Hard.i-ng, Iorraine Brandon, and
Rajee R. Tobias"
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APOLOGIES

Our mernbership list which was includ.ed ln the
Iast Town Crier omitted. through error three
of its members: Geneva Keb1er, Virginia
Summers and }4rs. Harley F'ranks. Please
accept our apologies.


