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BIG MOMI{S AIIEAD!

Membership dues have been coming into the
Society coffers, reports Margaret Winegard.ner,
Membership Chairman. NOW is the tlme to make

The obligation of making knovn to those about
us the pleasures, enrichment, and. civic fg")!-_
fulness of the Society lies upon each of us,
its mernbers; to a large extent the projects
and. publicati-ons of the Society d.epend. upon an
extrrand-ing, curious, and. enthusiastic membership.
Make the coming month a time to share your
pleasure in the Society with your neighbors;
bring them to a meeting and the question of
membership wiII take care of itself. The
service you do the Society is also a service
to yourself, to your friend.s, to the community,
and to the cause of local hi.story.

fnvltatlons and a d.escriptlve brochure about
Society activitles are available for your use
from the Membership Committee.

GHOST POST OFF]CES IN THE GREATER LAI{SING AREA

Kenneth H. Priest1eyrJOO W.Oak Street, Vassar,
Miehiganran authority on l,Llchigan Postal History
is asking for help from our members. Prlestley
is working on ghost post offices 1n the Greater
Ia.nsing Area and will appreciate any information
you ean send him. He describes his work in the
following a::ticle:
Discontj-nued. post offices are usually called
ghost post offices. Ghost post offiees can be
d.ivid.ed" lnto four groups namely: GHOST TOllN
POST OFFICES, GHOST POST OFFICES, GHOST NA}4E

POST OI'FICE AND GHOST COUMRY POST OFFICES. A
ghost tovn post offiee is one in whieh both the
town and post offiee are gone. An example of
this type is RIIIEB BEND which was established.
in the extreme southwest corner of Clinton Co.
on February B, 1871. Levi Partlow was the first
postmaster and. served until JuIy 2I, fBB6. -ffreoffice was discontinued on Septenrber 2), IB9I.
fhe vil-l,age and post offi"ce d.eriving its name
from the formation of the Grand. River at this
point was J miles southvest of Eagle. fts popu-
Iation in IBBJ was Il0 and. vas served- with a
weekly mail.

Continued on reverse side. ,.

OCTOBER 19, 1960 MEETTNG OF fliE HISTORICAI
SOCIETY 0F GREATER LANSING wiII be held at the
Archives, State Record. Center, DeWitt Road,
Iansing at B:OO p.m.

The Society's progra.rn on 0ctober llth will be
a membership variety eveni.ng in which a score
or more of members will- retrieve from their
treasuries some historic memento wlrich they
cherlsh and. with which they find. some identi-
ficatlon with the past. Each member will d.e-
seribe his attachment to the object (n.b.time
Iimit, two minutes each) . Tkre displays will be
interspersed. with d.ulcimer musi.c by }rfr; AIIen
Thomas of Iensing. There will also be a his-
torical quiz feature whieh will enable all our
attend"ing members and their friends to galn
some notion of the ad.equacy of their knowled.ge
of Iansingrs past.

Any member vho has some article he thinks
voul-d be of j-nterest on the prograln i.s urged
to contact Joseph Druse at ED 2-5496.

Our April progra.rn is tentatively scheduled to
be a playlet concerning Ianslng and the Civil
War. We need. volunteers to make this effect-
j-ve--actors, writers, costumers, etc. And, we
need- them NOW. If volunteers are not forthcom-
ing ve shal-I have to change the program to
some other form. Volunteers will please con-
tact Joseph Druse at ED 2-5496,

A committee on Graves Registration, acting
und.er the Civil War Centennial Commission, has
been formed- in thi-s area and. to realize its
goalsrthis committee is in great need. of help.

Persons interested. in serving on the Graves
Registration Con:rnittee please contaet Mr.R.B.
Iord, Chalrman of the Cormnittee, 3607 GIen-
wood-, l,ansing, Michigan.

SOCfETY RICEfVES G]FT

The Executive Board- gratefulty aeknowted,ges
a gift of money from lvlrs. Gladys Old.s And--
erson, a llfe-member of the Society. The
money vill be use$ to publish papers on
early Iansing history, presented. by our
members.

C]VIL WAR CE}IIENNIAL COMMISSTOTflNSTS FOR HEIP



TI{E MGCUTTVE BOARD REPORTS:

Your Exeeutive Board met September 14, L96O, to
plan activities for L)6O-6t. Utrs. Helen Wallin,
Chairman of Publicatl-onsrpresented. a new bro-
chure aimed- to boost membership.

Members urged" that copies of TOI,IN CRIER be d,i-
rected- to other historical agencies throughout
the State and" that T0 LANSING WITH LOVE be d.i-
rected. to members and. 2l }4lehigan Li.braries.
Final arrangements r.rere mad.e for the September
2l.program by the Ianslng Lied"erkranz. Mrs.
Iois Fohl- vas given responsibility for appropri-
ate refreshments.

A progress report was given on the Local His-
tory Committee of the Ianslng Board- of Ed.uca-
tion's Citizens Committee on Libraries.
CIRCIES THESE DATES ---- October 28-29

A conference on local history participation
wiJ-l be he1cl Frid-ay and. Saturd-ay, October 28-29
at Wayne State Universj-tyrin McGregor Community
Conference Build.ingrDetroit. Direct inquird.es
about ad-vance regi-stration to Philip p. Mason,
Archivist, Wayne State University, Room I44
General library, Detroit.
"Masterpieces of Flemish Art: Van Eyck to
Bosch" will be a.lnong the outstand-ing things
for members to see in Detroit while attend.ing
the conference at Wayne State University. More
than lOOrO0O people saw the exhibit in Bruges,
Belgium in the sunmer of t)6O. fn America you

- -ear] seg-at or:.ty ,at -the De-troit fnstttute of
Arts, October 18 through December 31r L96O.

HTSTORICAI, SOCIETY OF GREATER I,A}TSTNG
P. O. Box 11)
Iansing, Michigan
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A ghost post office i-s one ln which the com-
munity or village is sti1l existant but the
post office has been d.iscontinued.. BIINIGB
Hfltr vhich vas establ-ished. 1n Ingham County
on December 2L, 1B4B with Chester J. Tuttle
as 1ts first postmaster is an example of thls
type. The viJ-lage had a population of 100 in
IBpt and. was served. by a tri-veekly mail
stage from LESLfE. This post became a ghost
when it was d.iseontinued- on Mareh 14, 1903
because of the advent of rural free delivery
being supplied. from IESLIE.

A ghost name post office j.s one ln whieh the
office is still in serviee und.er a d-ifferent
narnej the former natne being a ghost name post
'office. A cJ-assic example of this tytrre is the
foreruqngr of I"AiITSING, namely the post office
of MfCHfGAN. MICHIGAN, the post office at the
permanent eapitol was established. on April 2J,
fB47 witfr George W.Peck as j-ts first postmas-
ter. ftre post office natne was changed to
LANSING on April 20, 1848.

A ghost country post office was a post office
servi-ng a farm area but not located. at an es-
tablished, settlement. These usually were Io-
cated. at farm houses or a cross road.s general
store. An example of this type vas I(ELLY in
Eaton County. I(ELLY r^ras established, as a coun-
try post office on Oct. 4, fB95 witfr Cornelius
S.Jackson as its first postmaster. He served"
until JuIy Br1B9B. Th" pqet office vas kept
in a crosdjroad.s general storer12! dles north-
vest of CHARLOTTErwhence lt received- a d.aily
ma1l. Ihe'office was discontinued. on }4arch lI,
1903 with,ff1e advent of rural free delivery
from SUNF]BLD.
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prograrn presented. at the September meet-

of the Historical Soelety of Greater Lans-
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MEEI'ING DATES

OCTOBER

NOVIN,IBER

JANI}ARY
FEBRUARY

1g: Lg6o
L6, L96o

18, L96L
L5, LgSt

MARCH 15, L95L
APRrtr 19, L7SL
MAY 10, L96L
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