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YOU WON'T WA}rI TO }ttSS THIS PROGRAM:

SEPTEMBER 2]-

Parlor A and B, Civie Center, B:OO p.m.

''GERMANfC INFIUENCES IN LANSING',

. .Program by mernbers of the Lansing
Lied-erkrans CIub "

Tl:is local organization has been d-evoted to
the preservation and. enjoyment of oJ-d. worl-d
culture and- folk music slnce IB5B"

They wiJ.l present a progratn of song and.
remlni-scences of early Iansing.

IMRoDUCING yorJR PRESTDEM FOR 1960-51-
GENEVA IGBIER

'nFebruary 11, L927, Grand. Iedge, Ir[lchigan:
fwins born to WilJ- and Myrtie Kebler". .

and so life began--d.ouble feature for Geneva
Kebler. She was al-so end.owed. wi-th sparkle,
wit and- a sincere enthusiasm which is immed--
iately eontagious.

Geneva r^ras born on a farm in Clinton County
vhere her grand-father Kebler had settfed. in
1854 soon after his arrival from Germany.
She grew up in a famiJ-y who worked- and pfay-
ed- together and they all shared- the keen
love of the J-and-" The nearby country school,
vas named. for her family and it provided.
effective teachers who prepared- her wel-I for
the curriculum offered- by the Grand. Led-ge
Iligh School" IIer education was augmented- by
travel- through the Southern states and. Mich-
igan.

Her keen interest in read-ing began with
storles toJ-d- by her father and. books at home,
and- found- roots in the high school and. col-

(Continued on Page 2)
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PROGRNNE FOR THE YEAR

Joe Druse, Program Chai-rman, has some fine
prograJns lined- up for you this year. Yaca-
tion schedul-es a1lov us to make only an an-
nouncement of our first meeting. ftrls excit-
ing list looks like a real treat for the
members.

September 21

flre Lied-erkrans Club of Iansing, under the
lead-ership of llugo Ved.d-er, is going to pre-
sent our first program.

October 19

"f've got a Treasure" wiII be a participation
program. Everyone is requested. to bring one
of their "treasures" from the past and give a
brlef history of it.

November 16

"Und-erground Railroad in Michigan" by Blanehe
Coggan.

January 18

A t'Do-It-Yourself" Family Tree

February 1)

A paper on Lt. Luther Baker and. General
Ia.fayette C. Baker by Mrs. Katherine Baker
(raur) Yurr.

Moreau S. Maxwell,
at IvliSU wi]-l speak
macklnaw.

March I!

Curator of Anthropology
on restoration at Michili-

April l-9

A play, "The Civil War Comes to I-ansing"

May 1O

Presi-d.ent Geneva Keb]-erwill be in
the annuat meeting for this month.

charge of



lege libraries. She attend-ed- llestern Michi-
gan CoIIege of Ed-ucation at Kalamazoo, re-
turning tn L)\6 when she started. working at
the Michigan State Library in the ei-rcula-
tion section. This provid-ed. an excellent
Iaboratory in which to learn about books,
people and. service. After the State Build.-
ing fire in L)JL she served- the Library in
its Capital Branch, and had a rare opportun-
ity to serve legislators, executives, em-
ployees and taxpayers from the Library's
Information Center there. This proved to be
the most interesting and varied. part of her
Iibrary e>ryerience.

Vacations fake Geneva to workshops, confer-
ences or a hol-iday in the West.

Septemb er l9l5.jie MlSluca!* ]{iqi aJ_rcel__
Commission asked- her to take a newly created.
position as research asslstant in the
Archives. Her background- had trained- her to
a fi-ne und.erstand.ing and- interpretation of
the source materi-al created- bv our State
Government. As Geneva says, "It is a thril1-
ing e>rperience to locate and care for little
knovn permanent record-s of the Government and.
to make them available to researchers. " The
job grew--ind.eed- to Geneva it is "the most
reward-ing work in State service".

Her hobbies are collecting books about Mich-
igan and. the Otd. Northwest. As she says,
"my house can become too small for more rose
Iustre or antlque furniture, but never too
small for more books l "

Miss Kebler j-s a member of the Society of
Amerlcan Archivists, Special Libraries
Association, Detroit Historical Society,
Early Ameri c q4 EldUEl ff e e - ][iqhi.Car}_ A11e_heS : -,Iogical Society, Michigan Gun Collectors
Association, Friend-s of the Clarke Histor-
ical Collecti-on and Clements Llbrary
Association.

Shg is also active j-n civic affairs having
served- on the Michigan Week elementary edu-
cation Committee, L95O-5L; the Local History
Committee, Iansi-ng Board- of Education Citi-
zens' Committee on Librari-es, L)60-5L; Smal-I
Arms Committee, Michigan Civil War Centennial. - ^/^Commission, L9bO, and has served. as trustee
of the Program Committee of the Historical
Society of Greater la.nsing, L959-6O, L956-57,
and is serving as its Presid-ent for t)6O-5L.

In L959 Miss Kebler was mad.e Archivist 1n
Charge of the Archives for the Michigan
Historical Commission.

A TINAN]MOUS VOIE OT THANKS TO

Theod.ore G. Foster, local historian and.
charter mernber of the Historical Society
of Greater Lansing for his d.onati-on to our
collections. "Ted"" has long been a source
of insplration to many young local history
enthusj-asts and. a frequent contributor of
important source material to the major re-
search centers i-n our State. The Society
is indebted- to him for his gift of photo-
graphic prints, club and" theatre prograrns,
and- other printed- materials relating to
early la.nsing.

OFFTCEBS OF THE HTSTORICAI, SOCIETY
GREATER LANSING I96O-6L

Presid.ent: Geneva Kebler
Yice Presid-ent: Frank N. Etliott
Secretary-Treasurer: Kathryn E. Hubbard

Trustees:
Virginia S. Ford-
Margaret K. Hermes
Mrs. George C. Stucky
George Wiskemann
Mari.on H. McClench
John H. Fuller
Dr. Rollin H. Baker
Ctyd-e And-erson

Commi-ttee

Program: Dr. Joseph Druse
Membershlp: Mrs. W. T. Winegardner
Hospitality: George Wiskemann
Publlcations: Mrs. Helen !traIIin (includ.es

prograrn chairman and publiclty chairman)
Publicity: Frank Elliott
Finance: John Ful}er
Special Events: Robert K. Clark
Archives: Esther Ioughin



TIIE AMMICAN ASSOCJATION FOR STATE
AND IOCAI H]STORY

During the summer our Society participated-
in the first nationwid-e survey of aII coun-
ty and. loeal historical societies and
agenci-es in the United- States "to d"ocu-
ment the va.riety of acti-vities that local
organizations perform today; . ". " to shed_
light on future trend"s and plans. " The
&nerican Association for State and local
History, which is the national organization
d-ed-icated- to state and local history, wiJ-J-
publish a report of the flnd_ings of this
survey next year"

Iocal sociel,i€rs vhich vere not organized_ in
L959 are urged to send- the name of their
society, the name ofl the presid"entr- at"-lress
of the soclety, mrnrber of members, the narne
of their publication, a:rd" whether or not
they have a museum. Information is to be
sent d-irectly to The American Association
for State and. Iocal History, Bf6 S. State
St " , Mad-i son 6, Wisconsin.

CITIZENIS CO}O4ITTEE ON LIBRARTES

There was no summer time hiatus for mentbers
of the loca1 History Commi-ttee of the La.ns-
lng Board- of Educationrs Citizen?s Commit-
tee on Librari"es " fhey attend"ed. regular
meetings, rrisited. Iibrary facilities in
nearby citi-es, and prepared. reports on the
need-s for an expand.ed- Local History Section
in the Lansing Public Library.

Your Soci-ety was represented- by its Presi-
d"ent, Geneva Kebler, Ivlr. and" Mrs. Robert
K. C1.ark, Marion McClench, Virginia Summers,
John Brisbin, Birt Darling and Theod.ore
G. Foster.

Ikris committee expects toplay an important
role in the d-evelopment of a special collec-
tion for the City of lansing"

ICICAL HTSTORICAL SOCfETTES NSIICEI

Thi-s issue of TOWIV CRIER ls being d.irected.
to other historical societies in Michigan.
Any local- society wlshing to receive regu-
lar issues of TOW1Y CRIER published. by the

- Historical Society of Greater Lansi_ng are
urged- to write Publication Committee, His-
torical Society of Greater Lansing, P. 0"
Box )1), Ie.nsing, Mlchigan"
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MTCHIGAN IN PERSPECTfVE

A eonference on local history participation
is to be he1d" Frid-ay and. Saturd.ay, October
28-29 at Wayne State University, in the
McGregor Community Conference Build.ing, j-n
Detroit. The theme--"Mi-chigan in Perspec-
tivett.

Dr" Philip P. Mason, one of the originators
of the Historical Society of Greater Lansing,
is Archivist at Walme State and- presents
this fine prograrn. ft will be one of the
most outstand-ing statewid-e conferences held.
in our State.

Some of the speakeis already scheduled- are:
Danie1 J. Reed-, Assi-stant Chief, Manuscripts
Division, Library of Congress, "Michigan and.

Mrs. Carroll PauI, Curator, Marquette County
Histori-ca} Society, 'rAn Upper Penlnsula Re-
search Collection; Professor Clark, Univer-
sity of Kentucky, "Humor on the Frontier".

Saturd-ay there will- be three fine panels on:
"Li.braries and Local History", Francj.s X.
Scannell, Director of Readers Services,
Michigan State Library; "Ohio Sources for
Michigan Genealogy", Mrs. Ruth Douthit, Ohio
State Llbrary; "Archaeology of the Upper
Great I€kes", George I. Quimby, Curator of
North American Archaeology and Ethnology,
Chicago Ivluseum of Natural History".

An avard.s luncheon is to be hetd. Saturd-ay
vith Richard. Dorson, Ind-iana University
speaking on "Folklore and- Local History".
fn the afternoon Snrno Nettt of Wayne'State
wiJ-J- d.irect a panel "CoJ-lecting Eo1klore in
Michigan". Aid-ing Mr" Nettl will be Thelma
James, Wayne State and- Richard- Dorson, Uni--
versity of fndiana and. Richard- Watermarr of
Wayne State.

Tovn Crler wi]-]-
tion concerning

keep you posted on informa-
registration, etc.

Other speakers v111 be G. Flint Purdy, Di-
rector of Libraries, Wa;me State University;
Ben Marsh, Presid-ent, Detroit Historical
Soci-ety, and Arnofd- Pilling, Department of
Sociology and Anthropology, Wayne State
Universi-ty.



TItr HISTORTCAI SOCTETY OF GREATER I.ANSfNG
MMOS YOUR SUgPORT:

ff we are to eonti-nue -- we must have more
members to support the work.

Annual dues. $ Z.Oo
Contributingmembership. .$:.OO
Llfe Membership. .$IOO.OO
Organization mernbership. . $zl.oo

A joint membership vith the Michigan Histori-
cal- Society is available by add.ing $3.00 to
the arnounts specified- for an annual or con-
trlbuting membership " With your mernbershi_p
comesa eopy of Town Crier each month an-
nouncing the speakers and. their subjects.

-STATE- SOCTSIY ANNOTTNCES A]!'NUAI X/IEEIING
PROGzuI4, OCTOBER 7 and. B.
f{:e Historical Society of Michigan has in-
vited. us to participate in their annual
meeting prograln to be held. at A1bion,
October 7 and B.

I4r" Robert K. C1ark, former Presid"ent will_
join representatives of other J.ocal- histor-
lca} societies in reporting eurrent prograrn
d-evelopment, accomplishments and hopes for
the future.

fl':.e pr:ogram rnill- start with registration at
9:00 a.m. in the Parker Inn at Albion; Frid.ay,
October J. Theme wilJ- be: "l,lho is working
for Mlchigan History?"

For further informati-on write Historical
Society of Mi.chigan, Levis Cass Building,
Iansing 11, Michigan.

HTSIORICAL SOCIETY OF GRXATER LANSING
P. 0. BOX 5L5, Iansing, Michigan

SOCIETY PU3IICATIONS

TO LANSING WITH IOYE, a paper given by l{rs.
George C. Stucky at the Atrrri1 10, L959
meeting, has been mailed. to all members i_n
good. standing. Coples of PULPII AND pRAyEB
fN EARLIEST LANSING by Joseph Druse, pub-
lished by the Society in L959 are stiJ-l
avall-ab].e.

Copies of Mrs. Stueky's paper may be ob-
tained- by writing the Hlstorical Society
of Greater lansing, P. O. Box 5L5, T-ansing,
I4ichigan.

The Society plans publication of the follow-
ing papers as soon as fund.s become available:

History of the l[llitary Establishment of
Michigan by Major Robert Baird.; Transporta-
tion in La+sing prior to 1905, by Frank
E1liott, Curator of History, Mlchlgan State
Uni.verslty; Town of Mlchigan by Robert K.
C1ark, Conservation Department; Michigan
Heritage by Dr. Ethe1 Williams.


