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oFFTcERS ron 196o5r

Iulrs. EarI FohI, Chairman of the Nominating
Committee of the Society announced. the foltov-
ing persons for tLte L)60-61 officers of the
Society:

GENEVA KEBLER, archivist, Michigan State His-
torical Commission., has been selected- as Presi-
d-ent. Miss Kebler need-s no introduction to any
of us. She has been generous with her talents
and work for the Society for many years. She
resid-es in Grand- Led-ge "

Frank N. EIIiott, Michigan State Universlty
Museum has been selected" as Vice-President.
EIIiott is Curator of History at the lr{useum and
is Assistant Professor of Hlstory. He resid.es
in Haslett.

KATHERINE HUBBARD of the Aud"itor General's
Office is Secretary-Treasurer. Miss Hubbar:d- has
also given of her time and interest to the
Society in the years past.

TRUSTEES: There are four trustees appointed.
to the Society, but because the Nominating Com-
mitte was unable to contact one of the members
selected-, it was d.ecid-ed- to hold" the information
on the trustees until all of the group had been
contacted- and- mad-e official. Announcement will
be mad"e later on lrho was selected- as trustees.

Ttre nomi-nating committee is to be commend.ed"
for the fine choice of officers they have se-
]-ected..

REPORT OF THE I,.A,5T BOARD I\,EETING OF THE YEAR

Presid.ent Robert C1ark called_ a meeting of
the Board-, Thursd-ay evening, Mar:ch Jl, L950
at the Mason Build.ing, Iansing.

The d.isposition of materials turned- over to
the Soclety vas d-j-scussed- and- it was d.ecld_ed.
the Society was to act as Trustee for any such
material and- to exercise its best jud.gment in
retaining or d"i-sposing of it.
Continued" on back page.

APRTL I\METTNG

CENTER, B:OO
TO BE HELD ]N PARLOR C & D CI\[C

p.m": THuRSDAY, APRfL 21, L96O

JOHI\ BRISBIN, PAST PRESIDENI OF

IA"NSING HISTORICAL SOC]Ery TO SPEAK

John Francis B::isbin, past president of the
lansing Histori.cal Society, teacher of govern-
ment and history courses at Eastern High school,
I-a.nsing, is going to speak to us on the history
of music in the Lansing area at the April 2lst
meeti"ng of the HistoricaL Society of Greater
Lansing. The meeting lrill be held at B:OO p.m.
in Parlors C and D, Civic Center, Lansing.

Brisbin is a grad-uate of Lansing Central
High School and received his Bachelor's d.egree
from IyISU in L)28, and his Master's degree from
the University of Michigan in 1930. fn the
early JO's he stud.led at the University of
Lond-on and ls now vorking on hls Doctor's d.egree.

At the present time he is engaged in writing
a genealogy of the ancestry of his Father and
Mother. He has composed- many musical composi-
tions--not published, but performed" by the
Lansing Slmphony Orchestra, Michigan State
University Band, and the University of Michigan
Band" and Eastern High School Band.

He has served- on the Lanslng City Planning
Board for seven years and was elected- its
Chai-rman, January 1958, his term to expire
this June.

Brisbin was award-ed" the honor of belng "Out-
stand-ing Cltizen of Lansing" in t95\, by the
Ia.nsing Chapter, Daughters of the Amerlcan
Revolution "

He ls a member of The Society of Geneai-o-
gists, Lond"onrEng1and"; various local, state
and- national educational associations; Michigan
Society, Sons of the American Revolution; Har-
vard- University Band- Club, University of Michi-
gan Band- Alumnl; charter member of Lansing
Syrnphony Orchestra where he has been bass trom-
bonist for many yearsj and he has been a most
acti"ve member of the Masonic Order.

Continued- on back page.



F'OR THE ME}tsERS:

In line wjth Boa::d_ d.irectiv,e, the printing
of the papers given at the various meeting of
the Society is going ahead." presjdent Clark
has collected. the marerial, Helen Wallln is
preparing the manusc::ipts for repu.oduetlon.
Geneva Kebler ls going to prepare the multi-
lith plates and Ma::ion McClench has taken the
responsi.billty of multilithing the materjal.
By cooperative effort we are going to have
several articles to present to aII member"s of
the Society.

In process are: M::s. George Stucky's paper:
"To Iansing vith Love"--describing the social
Iife of early Lansing; Major Robert J. Baird's
"History of the Michigan State Military Estab-
Ilshmentr'I Dr" Ethel Williams paper on "Our
Michigan Heritager'.

We have the manuscript on Frank N. Elliottrs
paper "Transportation in Ianslng prior to L)aJ,,
and Robert Clark's paper "Tornrn of lrli-chigan--
the City of Magn.lficent Di-stances". As soon as
the remaining man.uscripts can be collected. ve
hope to present them all to the membership as
soon after printing as possible,

John Brisbin, continued

During the Depression L93]4)+, he d.id a great
deal of work with adutt ed-ucation groups and
out of this project in political science ca.Ine
the movement for the introduction of the Merit
System and Civil Service Reform in Michigan
Government.

Brisbin married Olivia Moss Kincaid- Perkins
in I93I. They have two sons John and" Ja:nes.
Mrs. Brisbin is afso interested in genealogical
research and writing.

Our Society ls proud. to present }vlr. Brisbin
with his background rich 1n experience with
such subjects as genealogy, history, music,
teaching, writing and" travel to mention a few.

THTRD ANNUAL GENEALOGTCAL WORKSHOP

The Third Annuaf Genealogicat ltrorkshop
sponsored by the Michigan Section of the State
Library and the Archives of the Michigan Hls-
torical Commission wilJ. be held May llr at the
Archives on DeWitt Road. in Lansing. people
are expected. from the Flint, Detroit, Kalama-
zoo, Grand. Raplds and Lansing Area. The
workshop wiII open about lO:lO with coffee at
the Archives " After lunch the afternoon wiII
be spent at the Library. Further d.etails wilt
be announced- Iater. John Curry of Lansing is
to be the speaker.

HTSTOR]CAI SOCfETY OF GREATER ],ANS]NG
P. O. Box )11
La.nsing, Michigan

Report of Board Meeting, Continued
The $fOO.OO presented to the Society by

Mrs " Gladys Old.s Anderson has been retained and
it was decid"ed to use this fund to publish
various papers presented at the meetings of the
Society and" present them to the State Library
as a permanent record and to the members of
the Society. The first paper to be printed- is
It4rs. George C. Stucky's paper on the Social
Life of Early Lansing--"To Iansing wlth f-ove".

This issue of "Tom Crier" is the last for
the current year. You will be notified by
postal card. of the May meeting r,trieh is the
annual meeting of the Society.

After the business meeting discussion arose
over nev interests for the Society. We hope
that next season participati.on programs may be
arranged-. ft was suggested trips and picnics
be planned to nearby areas of historical in-
terest and that it be kept to a nominal fee.
Busr trips may be arranged- for sites at great-
er d.istances. Presid"ent Clark asks for trip
suggestions from aII members. He also requests
reports from the various committee chairmen to
incorporate in his annual report to the Society
at our next meeting.
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