The New Resort

Leadley’s Park will be opened to the public July 4

A Pen Picture of the Place cannot Reflect its Beaes—A Resort Equal

to Any in the State.

E.C. Beecher, the wide-awake superintendent of legadpark, yesterday afternoon
hooked up his team of spanking bays and gathepngpresentatives of the leading
newspapers of the city, gave them a lively spirr to¢he park, where a thorough
inspection of grounds and buildings was made. Boers years Mr. Leadley, the
proprietor has been improving this spot, duringaliiime he has visited nearly every
summer resort of any prominence in the countryh aiview to completing and giving to
the citizens as handsome and commodious a placedation as any city in the
country can boast of. That he has been eminentlgessful in his undertaking, a single
glance at the handsome resort that will be opeméiet public next Monday is sufficient
to convince the most skeptical.

To give a pen picture of this resort that wouldrbkeeping with the place itself is
an impossibility in the small space which can beotied to the subject, so the Republic
will but briefly outline a few of the main point®n entering the grounds after a thirty
minutes’ drive through as fine a county as laysloats, the visitor is struck with
amazement at the wonderful change that has bearmght the past few months. To the
right of the entrance, approached by a broad dnkaugh b road-branched maples, is
seen the hotel, a magnificent three-story structuith wide piazzas and broad porches,
that has been built and arranged after the mosemaqgulans and with every convenience
for the expected guests. The hotel has thirty-¢tewpsng rooms, every one light and airy
and giving a view of some portion of the groundse hiouse has not yet been furnished,
but from the plans shown the press representatinetirnishings will be in perfect

keeping with the building.



In the rear of the hotel has been built a commuglaance and banquet hall, also
encircled with a wide porch, that will be well viéated and lighted in summer and
heated in winter. A large barn with stable roomftoty horses is completed, while out-
door stalls for 166 teams have been built on thiéhremd east sides of the grove. Thus it
can be seen that ample provision has been madesgfandoor welfare of both man and
beast.

But the park and grounds themselves are whattgtthe eye. Heavily wooded
and sloping gradually to the broad river that ralmg the south side, they are beautiful
in the extreme. The grounds are dotted with nungetables and seats for the use of
guests, while long tables and benches for the tipEic parties are being put up. Near
the river and next to the road have been made tifeial lakes, one fed by springs and
the other by an artesian well, the latter drilletbithe solid rock 166 feet, furnishing an
unlimited supply of the purest drinking water. Adptihe shore of the river, which lays
from three to five feet below the bank, has beatft binhard road, three-quarters of a mile
long, stretching east of the park, as a drivewal/teacck for bicycles. Many other drives
carry one to any part of the park.

A photograph of Waverly Pack, the successor to Ledely’s Park



One mile east of the hotel lies a handsome woddadd, that has been named
“Sycamore island,” and to which the steamer wilkenaegular trips. For a pleasure trip
the boat will make the trip around this island,iggva boat ride of two miles from the
hotel and return. The river the entire distandeash four to eight feet deep and makes a
magnificent course for small crafts, of which thesié be plenty. Water is piped to all
parts of the grounds from deep well and pumpednbgreormous windmill. Stands,
where can be purchased edibles and soft drinksalsd be in charge of polite
attendants, and, in fact, every possible detaitifercomfort of guests has been attended
to. A bath house is being built and placed at atp@here water at any desired depth can
be secured by bathers.

E.C. Beecher, who has been secured by Mr. Leadl@eneral manager of the
entire business, is an experienced caterer, hdadgharge of some of the best resort
hotels in the state. He is affable and courteaisarid jolly, and in fact the ideal “mine
host,” and will no doubt become very popular whk patrons of the Leadley resort. Said
he last evening: “This place is to be run in therest of the public. | will just as
cheerfully get up out of my bed at 3 o’clock in therning to get up a banquet or a single
meal as to serve one at 3 o’clock in the aftern¥da.shall have telephone connection
with the city, and a few moments’ notice is alltthall be required to have a large party
taken care of.”

No liquors of any description will be served oe tfrounds, and brawlers and
loafers will not be permitted the privileges of @k on any consideration. “We expect
to run the place,” said Mr. Beecher, “so that ihest people of the city can come and
see us, and espcial care will be taken that ladepg patronize the resort and feel free
from insult and restraint.”

Mr. Leadley has all the material on the groundtif@ building of the two locks
near the fair ground and expects to have the sameleted in about three weeks. The
steamer will then make regular trips to the panktildhat time buses will make the trip
at stated hours between Michigan avenue and tlike Pplae grounds will be lighted at
night with hundreds of lanterns and gasoline larapsyell as the river course half way

to the island.
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