The Capital City
No. 1

Lansing, from its importance as the capital cityaofast and prosperous commonwealth,
will always command more then ordinary attentiod arterest as a political and social
center; but of its business and manufacturing pritas, its growth and, and the
inducements and facilities offered to capitalistd amanufactures, but little,
comparatively, is known. The same may be said veifard to its desirability as a
residence and the social and educational advanegeged by its citizens.

It is not the intention to enter into a minute aatoof the city from its first settlement,
nor to sketch the biographies of its pioneer sstti€hose are already matters of history;
but of its material growth and advancement litées bbeen published save in a loose and
cursory way, in the columns of the local press, aild no other aids than these and the
treacherous memories of old residents, many of wa@unfamiliar with the facts from
lack of observation, it would not be singular if myaof our own citizens had no adequate
concept of the material progress which has beerenmatheir midst, or of the magnitude
and importance reached by its business interesiévihe quarter century just passed. It
is to a presentation of these facts that we hawpgsed to devote a series of articles, but
to do so intelligently it will be necessary to imgkelin a brief retrospect as a prelude.

The dimensions of the city are about 21/2 milesmand south and two miles east and
west. Although the capital was located here in 184the midst of a dense forest, it was
not believed that it would remain permanently,resplace was almost inaccessible. This,
and the further facts that the surrounding landsewsparsely settled and heavily
timbered, while much of the land in the city haeétéaken up by non-resident
speculators, who refused to sell at reasonablegroombined to make the growth of
Lansing very slow. It was not until 1862, or 15 ngeafter the location of the capital that
the first railroad entered the city. It was buitirh Owosso to Lansing to connect with the
D.G.H. & M. railroad, and the citizens of the embgapital contributed about $40,000 to
the project.

The city government was organized in 1859, andogulation in 1860 was 3,085, that of
the township being 497. The first charter electi@s held on the first Monday in April,
1859, and resulted in the election of Joseph deB&dem.) for mayor. The rest of the
ticket, which was republican, was as follows: Enggear, recorder; F.F. Russell
treasure; and J. G. Ramsdell, clerk. There washhbéthree wards.

From 1861 to 1865 the country was plunged in enal, and a large portion of the

people of central Michigan went to the front. Hom@ustries languished, and although
the population of the city had increased in 1863,&Y 3, that of the township had
decreased 18 from the census of 1860. Up to this tihe city had but one outlet by rail
(that above mentioned), but in one season of 1B&4irst section of the Jackson,

Lansing and Saginaw railroad was built from Jack#ioms connecting with the Michigan
Central. The city aided this road to the amour#2#,400 in bonds, and the county raised
$40,000. Between this period and 1871 the growthaoking’s business was very light,



and manufactures were comparatively nothing. Ortbe&trongest elements against its
growth was the constant fear that the capital wildemoved. The population in 1870
was 5,243. Of that number 1,230 were voters. Afarard had been formed of territory
taken from the first and second, and the populatiaach was as follows: First, 1,329;
2d, 1,156; 3d, 1,591;"% 1,165.

In 1869 there were 37 miles of railroad built, ceating Lansing with lonia, and the
peninsular road reached here from Battle Creeka@rsame year, thus giving the capital
city four outlets.

The legislature of 1871 voted a tax for the erectiba permanent capitol building at
Lansing, the contract was let, and the work comraénic 1872. The relieving the fears
of removal, the city began to shoot ahead with nvayer that ever before. In the summer
of 1871 the eastern division of the Detroit, Lags&hNorthern railroad reached here and
a junction was formed with the lonia branch. Twangelater the Lansing branch of the
L.S. & M.S. reached here from Jonesuville.

From 1870 to 1873 many public and private improvetsigvere made, and several
manufactures were started; but the panic of 18@Bead them, and three of the heaviest
establishments succumbed. Then followed severas ydalmost total stagnation and it
is only within four years that the business hasxwshdecided symptoms of recovery. In
1876 a local company, of which James M. Turnehi ¢ity was president built a
railroad from Flint to Lansing uniting the Penireulvith the Port Huron road. In 1879
this road passed into the hands of the Grand Trailtoad company of Canada, and was
incorporated with their line, forming a continuaaesd from Chicago to the Atlantic
seaboard.

The first directory of Lansing was arranged and pibead, and published in 1873, by C
Exera Brown and printed by W.S. George & Co., spaitgters and binders. It gave 123
business places (excluding barber shops, reakemtaltinsurance offices), 74 mechanics’
shops and factories, 5 banks, 13 attorney’s offigBgphysicians and dentists, 15 saloons
exclusive of hotel bars, 9 hotels, 5 restaurangstigts and photographers, 3 printing
offices, and one commercial school. Manufactoriesawepresented by the carriage
factory of A. Clark & Co., W.W. Hildreth, succesdorM.S. baker, iron founder, the



agricultural works of E. Bement & Sons, and maclshep of Cady, Glassbrook & Co.,
the planning mills of Allen & Wise and Lapham & Lgstreet, Henning's stave factory,
Hall's brickyard, three flouring mills and a smealbolen mill. Gas had also been
introduced, and a steam fire engines. At this tingepopulation was under 7,000, and the
city had five wards.

The residents of Lansing in 1873, returning her#883 would perceive striking
changes. Our population to-day is not less the@®,Bvenues and streets have been
graded, graveled and paved. Fine blocks of resatehave risen in place of small and
unsightly wooden buildings; school-houses have leeeated; smoke arises from the
chimneys of large factories, while our railroadteys stretching its long arms towards
every quarter of the compass quickly and cheaphyegs their products to profitable
markets. Growth and change are observable on eaxhdnd it is to those changes that
have occurred in the business portion of our tit tve now propose to allude more in
detail, commencing with the main avenues, and galhof the important business,
enterprises that have sprung up within the deasleiell as the growth of those firms on
the ground at commencement of the period named.
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