
Another Rich Haul 

 
THE OFFICERS AGAIN PULL THE NOTORIUS GATE HOUSE 

 
Proprietor Charles Brand and Several Inmates of the House are Again Before the 

Bar of Justice 

 
 

There was the biggest kind of circus at the Gate House last night. Marshal Shubel, 

Officer Drum and six policemen raided the entire ranch and quartered seven girls and five 

men in city jail, with Proprietor Charles Brand as the head of the list, charged with 

keeping a house of ill fame. The raid has been on tap ever since March 26, and every 

preparation possible had been made. It worked almost beautifully. Between 2 and 3 

o’clock this morning a hack stopped in front of the notorious ranch, apparently filled with 

gay young bloods who were out for the night, all more of less tipsy, with slathers of 

money. One jumped out and merrily made for the door. Aroused by the noise Proprietor 

Brand raised the window from above and in a minute opened the door to the man 

knocking. The man stepped inside, pulled off his false mustaches and revealed the 

determined countenance of Marshal Shubel.  The astonished landlord gave a gasp, which 

was somewhat prolonged when out of the hack tumbled that officers efficient assistants 

instead of the anticipated gay young spendthrifts. The landlord was squelched and 

became most abject until the raid was over and Marshal Shubel ordered him to get into 

the hack and go to jail with the rest. 

 



Brand refused and reached as if for his pistol pocket, but the marshal quietly shoved a 

revolver under his nose, said he guess not, and right then and there Brand capitulated. 

The officers in the meantime, by the aid of a certain key in the hands of Officer Drum, 

had entered every room in the house and ordered every male and female occupant to 

dress and join the forces below. Every room contained a man and a woman and in several 

instances they were captured in bed. Two rooms refused admittance to the officers, the 

occupants having been warned by Miss Brand, sister of the proprietor, that officers were 

in the house, but without ceremony these doors were broken down and all except “Kit” 

Smith and Nora Keating, who were sick, were compelled to enter the hacks bound for 

jail. 

 

 

The foul language used by inmates during the raid would have done credit to a fiend 

incarnate. There was no limited to it, and in jail this morning the women were still 

inclined to swear at every and any thing. They were all in bad temper, and looked 

longingly towards the door whenever anyone passed out. 

 

“Don’t you put my name in the paper,” shouted one, “for if you do,   you, I will kill 

you when I get out.” “Yes and I’ll help,” said another, with curses and the foulest 

epithets. The men are all quartered behind the bars, but the women are lying on couches 

and chairs in the office. The following is a list of those arrested, with the charges: Charles 

Brand, keeping a house of ill fame; A.E. Rude, disorderly; John Demorest, disorderly; 

F.H. Merrill, disorderly’ Bessie Benson, prostitute; Jennie Stage, prostitute; Margaret M. 

McCumery, prostitute; Flossie Martin, disorderly; Mabel Gray, disorderly; Ida Cook, 



disorderly, Emily Ford, disorderly; “Kit” Smith and Nora Keating have not yet been 

charged.  

“This time,“ said Marshal Shubel, “I have got Brand sure and I will make it the warmest 

kind of a time for him” Certainly the outlook for that individual does not bear the rosiest 

hue imaginable. There is a disposition among the officers to believe that the Gate house 

has been the scene of crime, and a thorough search of that house and premises will be 

made on that theory., and if any crimes are hidden within its portals the officers intend to 

bring it to the surface. 

The raid was well planned, well carried out, and is well applauded by every decently 

inclined person in the city. 

 

The parties were arraigned before Justice Chase this afternoon, A.E. Rude pleaded guilty 

and was fined $10 or ten days in jail. Mabel Grey, Bessie Benson, Fred Merrill, Flossie 

Martin, Ida Cook, Frank Bowman, Jennie Sloge and Margaret McCumery pleaded not 

guilty and were held on bonds of $200 each until next week. Charles Brand pleaded not 

guilty to a charge of keeping a house of ill fame and was held in $500 bonds which he 

furnished.  
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On April 30, 1891 a jury of six men, Fayette M. Howe, D.B. Moon, J.A. Bowen, Charles 

Thenen, John B. Voiselle and William S Sellers, deadlocked over the guilt of Flossie 

Martin three jurors for a guilty verdict and three jurors for an acquittal.  


